














Review of political activities 2010 

Over the course of the past year Sinn Fein continued to provide radical political leadership 
across Ireland.   

In the opening months of the year we successfully negotiated the Hillsborough Agreement 
with the DUP, mapping out a process for completion of outstanding commitments from the 
Good Friday and St Andrews Agreement, including important developments in the all-Ireland 
architecture of the political institutions and the transfer of policing and justice powers away 
from London to the Executive. 

Throughout the year we presented ourselves as the only all-Ireland political party, the only  
party fighting for peace, equality, jobs, and economic recovery throughout Ireland, and the 
only party with the vision and strategy to  bring an end to partition and reunify our country. 

We campaigned on our record of delivery in government in the Executive and the consistency 
in our challenge to the failed policies of successive governments in the 26 Counties. 

In the north we led the way in the promotion of government on the basis of partnership, 
equality and inclusion.   We continued to deliver on our primary manifesto commitments of 
blocking household water charges, replacing academic selection with a new post-primary 
transfer system grounded in equality and the adoption of strategies aimed at redressing 
decades of under-investment and inequalities faced by rural dwellers.  And we targeted 
significant funding streams at the most vulnerable in society. 

We challenged the cuts agendas of the British Government in the north and the Irish 
Government in the 26 Counties.    

We promoted the demand for economic sovereignty and the transfer of fiscal powers to the 
Executive and we remained steadfast in our opposition to the economic policies of the 
Government in Dublin, which favour the bankers and the wealthy at the expense of the 
ordinary citizen, the less well-off and the most vulnerable.   

We published and campaigned for alternative economic proposals north and south which 
offered a way out of the economic crisis facing our country based on job creation, public 
finance reform and opposing the use of taxpayers money to bail out the banks.  We opposed 
the EU/ IMF deal and the conditions attached to it, which deepened the economic crisis. 

We led the way in standing up for the rights of citizens.  We exposed the contacts of those in 
Government with leading people in Anglo Irish Bank.  And we went the courts to vindicate 
the rights of the people of Donegal South-West, which forced the Irish Government to hold 
the long-overdue by-election.   We fought and won the Donegal South-West by-election. 
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In the Westminster elections Sinn Féin received 171,942 votes and topped the poll with 
25.5% of the vote. This was second election running Sinn Féin secured the highest number of 
votes of any party in the Six Counties. The party returned it's five sitting MPs – Gerry Adams 
for West Belfast, Conor Murphy (Newry & Armagh), Michelle Gildernew (Fermanagh/South 
Tyrone), Martin McGuinness (Mid-Ulster) and Pat Doherty (West Tyrone).  

We continued with our efforts to build the party in every county and to provide first class 
constituency services in all areas.   And, in continuation of work commenced in previous 
years, party representatives again travelled abroad to support and assist in the work of 
conflict resolution in a number of locations.  
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