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Further to our discussions before Christmas regarding my concerns about the tightness
of the legislative timetable for the Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies
(PVSC) Bill, | wanted to share with you a schedule that we have collated, which
highlights the key dates and milestones that must be met between Royal Assent to
polling day in order for the Electoral Commission to successfully deliver our key
responsibilities in relation to the referendum on the Government’s preferred date of 5
May 2011. The timetable is enclosed with this letter.

We have produced this timetable to show some of the key milestones based on the
latest possible date for Royal Assent for a 5 May poll. As currently set out in the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act (PPERA) 2000, the minimum referendum
period is 10 weeks from the date of Royal Assent, which in this case would be 24
February 2011. However, in practice, the last day for Royal Assent will need to be 16
February, due to the Parliamentary half term recess. It would be remiss of me not to
share with you my strong concerns as to the tightness of the remaining timetable.

As you will be aware, the briefing papers that we have issued at every stage of the
PVSC Bill have said that, providing the Bill receives Royal Assent in sufficient time to
allow a referendum period of at least 10 weeks before the poll, there will be adequate
time to register campaigners and designate lead campaign organisations, so that they

can put their arguments to voters.

A referendum period of less than 10 weeks would not provide enough time for this to
happen and will also allow less time for campaigners to make their case. It is also
important that designated lead campaigners are able to make proper use of the publicly
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funded assistance that will be made available to them, including rights to free mailings
and referendum broadcasts.

We have tried to build an open and collaborative relationship with both Houses of
Parliament during the passage of the Bill, and we have found the scrutiny of this
legislation — as other Bills — valuable. | would not want to be perceived as seeking to
limit the opportunity for such scrutiny. But | think it is right that Parliamentarians
understand the work that is yet to come.

Therefore, we plan to circulate this timetable with our next briefing on the Bill to all
members of the House of Lords, and the frontbench teams in the Commons, in the next
few days so that they can be fully aware of the key milestones when debating the final
stages of the Bill. We also plan to send it to the Political and Constitutional Reform

Select Committee.

| do hope you find this information useful; if you would like to discuss our assumptions in
any more detail please do not hesitate to contact my office.
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Jenny Watson
Chair

An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 2



Kep Buijjod g Aepy

(si82140 bununon

10j uondalip OO0 peoadxs) N ssoioe s8joA |ejsod Jo anssl isii Jo uons|jdwon gl Judy
puUEj00g Ul S}0A 0} Jojsibal 0] ajep 1se Gl |udy
g9 Ul S10]09[8 0} paIaAIep aq ued s9)oa |ejsod 1sii wdg layy
puejal] ulsyuoN pue ssjepA ‘pue|bug ul sjon o} Js)sibal o] sjep 1se L (udy
puejal| UIsyHoN Ul 8]0A juasge ue Joj Ja)sibal 0} ajep 1se L1 qudy
Spus uolnguUIsIp 323009 ulejlq jeals) g judy
g9 ul suibag uonnqusip }2]00q UOISSIWWOY [BI0}08|T v dy
g9 ul sulbaq ubiedwes ssauaieme 21|qnd UOISSIWLWIOY |B10108|]
Spus uolnguisip 1914004 puejal| ulsyuon L judy
(xaydwoa asow
S! uois1oep uopeubisap ji) suonesiuebio oN/SOA JO uoieubisap Jo) a)ep 1sejeT] 62 Yyalep
puejal)
UIsypoN Ui suibeq uonnguisip 19]300q Uoljewioul oljgnd UoISSIWLWOY [2I0}99|T 82 Yalep
puejal| ulsyuoN ui suibaqg ubledwes uonewloyu) 21jgnd UCISSILIWOY |B10103| SZ Yyalep

(Yot +Z 8q [jim 8)ep ajqissod jsailies ay] aSIMIay]o
‘poued uoneojjdde sy ur uo Aes peneoas aue suopealdde ayj e Ji) suonesiuebio
ON/SSA 8leubisap 0} uoissiwwo? [el0}08|] Jo) 8)ep 3|qissod jsole] 81 Yalep

suoljesiuebiQ pajeubiseq oq o} suonedydde oy ajep bBuiso|) Sl Yyalep

suonesiuebio pareubisa(] a4 o} uoneoldde oy ayep buiuadQ
(poued wnpuaisjay e .1oj S3e8M (L MOJ[e JOU PInom Ssedal Aigjuswielie
4aye jun buines| esnesseg) winpuaiajal Aejy G e 10j Juassy |efoy 10j Aep jse] 9} Atenuqe4

ouolsaliy | LOZ Ul sojep Aay|

(Aep jusiaylp e Uo sI jJusssy |eAoy
J1 abueyo |1m sajep) Arenigea g| uo S| Juassy [eAoyY JI wnpuaisal |10z Al G e loj sajep Aay



