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Postal votes are brought to the opening session in 
ballot boxes

The covering envelopes (envelope B) are taken out 
and counted

The total number of covering envelopes is entered 
onto a form

Covering envelopes (envelope B) are divided between 
teams of opening staff

Staff open each covering envelope (envelope B) and 
remove the postal voting statement and the sealed 

ballot paper envelope (envelope A)

Staff check that the number on the postal voting 
statement matches the number on envelope A

If the numbers match, staff check that the elector has 
provided a signature and a date of birth (without 
checking that they are the electorôs at this stage)

Postal voting statements without a signature and date 
of birth cause the ballot to be rejected. 
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If the statement or ballot paper envelope is missing, or 
the numbers on the statement and ballot paper 

envelope do not match, the document(s) are set aside, 
recorded and stored in secure packets 

The borough Returning Officer must set aside at least 
20% of postal votes to verify the dates of birth and 

signatures provided on the statements

The borough Returning Officer must be satisfied that 
the dates of birth and signatures on the statements set 

aside match those given on the electorsô original 
applications 

Following verification of the signatures and dates of 
birth, postal voting statements are removed from the 

tables

Staff open the ballot paper envelopes (envelope A) 
and remove the ballot papers

Staff check that the numbers on the back of the ballot 
papers matches the numbers on the ballot paper 

envelope (envelope A) 

Valid ballot papers (not votes) are counted and the 
total number is recorded

All valid ballot papers are placed into ballot boxes and 
stored securely before being delivered to the count 

venue for counting after the close of poll 
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http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/141891/Tellers-dos-and-donts-generic.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/141891/Tellers-dos-and-donts-generic.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/141890/Tellers-guidance-generic.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/141890/Tellers-guidance-generic.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/141919/Part-2a-Standing-as-a-candidate-for-London-Mayor-GLA.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/141919/Part-2a-Standing-as-a-candidate-for-London-Mayor-GLA.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/141920/Part-2b-Standing-as-a-Constituency-Member-candidate-GLA.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/141920/Part-2b-Standing-as-a-Constituency-Member-candidate-GLA.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/141921/Part-2c-Standing-as-a-London-Member-candidate-GLA.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.londonelects.org.uk/
http://www.londonelects.org.uk/


 

For details of what 
happens after the 
results have been 
announced see: 

Part 6: After the 
declaration of result 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/141928/Part-6-After-the-declaration-of-results-GLA.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/141928/Part-6-After-the-declaration-of-results-GLA.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


