Draft as at 12 February 2007

Minutes of the meeting of the Electoral Commission held on Thursday 8 February 2007, in London

Present:

Sam Younger (SY) (Chair)




Pamela Gordon (PG)




Glyn Mathias (GM)




Sir Neil McIntosh (NM)




Karamjit Singh (KS)

In attendance:
Peter Wardle (PW)




Jacqui Dixon (JD)




Stephen Rooney (SR)




Andrew Scallan (AS)




Nicole Smith (NS)




Linda Hews (LH)




Doug Stewart (DS)




Louise Footner (LF)

Bob Posner (RB)




Ann Devine (AD) for items

1. Minutes of the meeting of 14 December 2006 (EC06/07)

1.1
The Commissioners agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2006, subject to an amendment to paragraph 9.2.

1.2
With reference to paragraph 14.2, PW stated that Solidarity Scotland had been registered in Scotland, and that the other party had been registered in England and Wales only.

2. Minutes of the meeting of 11 January 2007 (EC07/07)

2.1
The Commissioners agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2007 in Carmarthen, subject to amendments to paragraph 1 and paragraph 4.2, and subject to clarification in paragraph 2.3 concerning the interest declared by NM.

2.2
In respect of paragraph 3, SY stated that the Commission had received a response from the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.

3. Minutes of the meeting of 25 January 2007 (EC36/07)

3.1
The Commissioners agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2007, subject to the removal of paragraph 8.5(iv).

3.2
GM gave an update on the Coalition of Independent Candidates.

4. Further electoral review: district of West Wiltshire (EC37/07)

4.1
The Commissioners considered the report concerning the electoral change Order for the district of West Wiltshire.

4.2
The Commissioners approved the electoral change Order for the district of West Wiltshire and authorised the affixation of the Commission’s corporate seal to the Order.

5. Parish papers and orders

5.1
The Commissioners considered reports on the following parish matters:

· Borough of Test Valley (EC38/07)

· District of Melton(EC39/07)

· Borough of St Albans (EC40/07)

· District of Chiltern (EC41/07)

· District of Tandridge (EC42/07)

· District of South Buckinghamshire (EC43/07)

· Borough of Rugby (EC44/07)

· Borough of Bedford (EC45/07)

· Borough of Preston (EC46/07)

· City of Peterborough (47/07)

· District of Aylesbury Vale (EC48/07) (consent only)

5.2
The Commissioners approved the Orders in respect of:

· Borough of Test Valley (subject to technical amendments)
· District of Melton

· Borough of St Albans

· District of Chiltern (subject to technical amendments)

· District of Tandridge

· District of South Buckinghamshire

· Borough of Rugby

· Borough of Bedford (subject to technical amendments)

· Borough of Preston

· City of Peterborough

and authorised the affixation of the Commission’s corporate seal to the Orders.

5.3
The Commissioners agreed to give the Commission’s consent in respect of the District of Aylesbury Vale.

6. Enforcement guidelines: forfeiture in respect of impermissible

    donations (EC49/07)

6.1
PW presented the report, and DS outlined the key issues in relation to a revised forfeiture policy. The Commissioners discussed the proposed approach, and in particular, considered the factors to which the Commission should have regard.

6.2
The Commissioners requested that an amended draft be circulated by e-mail prior to the next meeting of the Commission.

6.3
The Commissioners agreed the proposed approach, subject to the amendments discussed, and requested that the amended draft be circulated prior to the next meeting of the Commission.
7. Enforcement guidelines: civil penalties under section 147 of

    PPERA (EC50/07)
7.1
DS presented the report, and outlined the proposals for a phased implementation according to the type of breach. The Commissioners considered, in particular, the following proposals:

General issues
· Notification to the parties on the first working date after a breach

Statements of accounts
· Smaller parties to be sent deregistration form with bill

· Application of proposals to units over £100,000 and political parties over £250,000 from 2007

Donation reports

· Should commence from Q1

· Political parties to be advised of the start date

Campaign expenditure

· To include 2007 elections

Notification of changes

· Required in order to be able to enforce other provisions
· Normally extensions will be no more than 30 days
7.2
PW advised Commissioners that proposals for delegation of decisions in relation to section 147 penalties and extensions would be submitted at a future meeting, and that equivalent proposals in relation to referendums would be provided in due course.

7.3
The Commissioners requested that the guidelines be revised in accordance with the discussion, and that a revised version be circulated to Commissioners with a copy of the letter to the political parties.

7.4
The Commissioners approved the guidelines, subject to the amendments discussed. 

8. Research report: audit of political engagement 4 (EC51/07)

8.1
NS presented the report and stated that this would be the last report of its kind funded by the Commission. NS stated that the Hansard Society were considering whether they wished to take on the publication of this information in coalition with other organisations, and the Commission had offered to provide advice on yhe basis on our work over the last four years.
8.2
The Commissioners discussed the sample size in relation to the comments on satisfaction with the Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly, and it was agreed that the sample size of the subsets were too small to draw conclusions about national (asa against UK-wide) attitudes. Accordingly, the small number of references in the report to attitudes held at a sub-UK level should be removed. 
8.3
The Commissioners approved the report, subject to the amendments discussed.

9. Electoral Commission response to the DCA on voting rights of

    convicted prisoners in the UK (EC52/07)

9.1
AS presented the report and outlined the issues arising from the consultation, in particular the question of electoral offences. The Commissioners agreed that the proposed response was consistent with the Commission’s approach of not commenting on the franchise.

9.2
KS declared an interest in this matter as the Chair of a Mental Health Trust with secure facilities.

9.3
The Commissioners approved the proposed response to the consultation.
10. Authorisation of Commission representatives: Northern Ireland Assembly election (EC58/07)

10.1
AS presented the report, and requested the Commissioners to sign the appointment letters provided.

10.2
The Commissioners agreed the guidance set out in the report and authorised the persons on the list at Appendix A to enter polling stations on behalf of the Commission at the Northern Ireland Assembly election due to be held on 7 March 2007.

10.3
The Commissioners agreed to delegate to the Chief Executive authority to approve applications to be an observer and to appoint the Commission’s observers. Applications recommended for refusal would continue to be determined by the Commissioners, except where the reason for refusal is solely based on qualification.

11. Q3 finance report (EC55/07)
11.1
PW outlined the issues in the report and indicated where efficiency savings had been made in this financial year. The report would be considered by Audit Committee on 21 February 2007.

11.2
PW outlined the discussions held with the sub-committee of the Speaker’s Committee on 8 February 2007, and with HM Treasury in relation to the possibility of a multi-year settlement.

11.3
The Commissioners noted the report.

12. Matters for information

12.1
The Commissioners received the following items for information:

· Election reporting and monitoring 2007 (EC54/07)
· Update on enforcement policy and criminal proceedings (EC56/07)
· Regulatory issues update (EC57/07)
· Organisational chart (EC53/07)
12.2
KS updated Commissioners on a seminar held in Belfast for the political parties and the media.

12.3
PG stated that a successful anti-fraud seminar had been held in Birmingham at which 48 (?) police forces were represented.

12.4
GM stated that a final briefing had been held for the elections for the Welsh Assembly; a decision as to the time of the count would be made in the next two weeks.

12.5
PW gave an update on the compliance development programme.

12.6
SY stated that a letter had been received from the Lord Chancellor in respect of the reduction in MEP seats required as a result of the accession of new members states to the EU.

12.7
The Commissioners discussed potential alterations to the dates of the meeting due to be held on 11/12 July 2007. NS referred to the pressure that this may out on the timetable for the election reports, and agreed to refer back on the feasibility of changing the date of this meeting to 4/5 July 2007.

12.8
The strategy meeting would be held on 26-28 June 2007 in London, 

with the Commission meeting being held on 27 June. (check with Sam and Nicole – keep dates in diary but unlikely to need a strategy meeting?)
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