EC96/07

Confirmed on 22 March 2007

Minutes of the meeting of the Electoral Commission held on 21 February 2007, in London

Present:
Sam Younger (Chair) (SY)



Pamela Gordon (PG)



Glyn Mathias (GM)



Sir Neil McIntosh (NM)



Karamjit Singh (KS)

In attendance:
Peter Wardle (PW)




Jacqui Dixon (JD)




Stephen Rooney (SR)




Andrew Scallan (AS)




Nicole Smith (NS)




Bob Posner (BP)




Archie Gall (AG)




Kate Sullivan (KBS)




Doug Stewart (DS)




Linda Hews (LH)




John Franks (JF)




Vera Markos (VM)




Ann Devine (AD) for item 1

1. Parish matters and orders 

1.1
The Commissioners considered the following reports concerning parish matters and orders:

· District of Aylesbury Vale (EC59/07)

· District of Basildon (EC60/07)

· District of Bromsgrove (EC61/07)

· Borough of Burnley (EC62/07)

· District of North Devon (EC63/07)

· District of South Norfolk (EC64/07)

· Borough of Stockton-on-Tees (EC65/07)
· District of Warwick (EC66/07)

· Borough of Waverley (EC67/07)

· District of Wealden (EC68/07)

· District of West Lancashire (EC69/07)

· District of West Lindsey (EC70/07)

· Borough of Wycombe (EC71/07)

· District of Blaby – consent (EC80/07)

· District of Bromsgrove – consent (EC72/07)

1.2 The Commissioners approved the recommendations in respect of:

· District of Aylesbury (EC59/07)

· District of Basildon (EC60/07)

· District of Bromsgrove (EC61/07)

· Borough of Burnley (EC62/07)

· District of North Devon (EC63/07)

· District of South Norfolk (EC64/07)

· Borough of Stockton-on-Tees (EC65/07)

· District of Warwick (EC66/07)

· Borough of Waverley (EC67/07)

· District of Wealden (EC68/07)

· District of West Lancashire (EC69/07)

· District of West Lindsey (EC70/07)

· Borough of Wycombe (EC71/07)

· District of Blaby – consent (EC80/07)

· District of Bromsgrove – consent (EC72/07)
and authorised the affixation of the Commission’s corporate seal to the Orders.

2. Boundary orders and sealing of Commission documents (EC81/07)

2.1
BP outlined the report and the options for determining boundary issues and the arrangements for approving the use of the Commission’s seal. AG stated that there were approximately 40 parish cases still to be dealt with, including related alterations and consents. The aim was to complete these by the end of the summer, so that the Boundary Reviews team could concentrate resources on any electoral reviews of new unitary authorities 

2.2 The Commissioners agreed that they should continue to receive and consider recommendations for new or altered parish electoral arrangements, related alterations to ward or division boundaries and consents.  However, responsibility for approving and sealing Orders could be delegated to Commission staff, subject to a list of all Orders made being included on the agenda of the next available Commission meeting, for information.

2.3
The Commissioners agreed to:

i) delegate to the Director of Electoral Administration and Boundaries or, in the event of absence or unavailability,  to the Chief Executive or the Deputy Chief Executive the approval of Parish Orders, such delegation to be subject to:

· Any of the Commissioners may require a proposed Order to instead come before the Commissioners; and

· Any proposed Order that the member of staff to act upon the delegation considers raises a matter that is controversial, contested or sensitive, such that it should instead come before the Commissioners.

ii) delegate the approval of all other local authority electoral arrangement orders, also in the above terms. 

iii) delegate to the Chief Executive or the Deputy Chief Executive with the Secretary to the Commission or the Senior Lawyer the sealing of Commission documents and signing.
iv) the scheme of matters reserved to Commissioners for approval and decision being amended accordingly
3. Enforcement decisions: forfeiture (EC73a/07)

3.1
LH presented the report and outlined the key issues relating to the acceptance of impermissible donations by UKIP. LH gave an update following receipt of a letter from UKIP. LH also updated the Commissioners concerning the donation from Nightech Ltd.

3.2
The Commissioners agreed that applications for forfeiture should be made in respect of the sixty-eight donations accepted from Mr Alan Brown from quarter 4 2004 to quarter 1 2006.

4. Enforcement decisions: forfeiture (EC73b/07)
4.1
LH presented the report and explained the background to the donations to the Socialist Labour Party. The donor was not on the electoral register. The error was brought to the attention of the party in autumn 2005, but no action had been taken to rectify the situation.

4.2
The Commissioners agreed that an application for forfeiture should be made in respect of four impermissible donations accepted in quarter 2 of 2005 from Mrs Nell Myers.
5. Potential criminal proceedings (EC74/07)

5.1
LH presented the report concerning potential criminal proceedings against the former national treasurer of UKIP and UKIP itself, and informed that Commissioners that useful advice had been received from the CPS. The Commissioners discussed the issues which would arise from pursuing criminal proceedings in addition to forfeiture.

5.2
The Commissioners agreed not to refer a case for criminal prosecutions against Mr Andrew Smith and against UKIP to the CPS.

6. Section 147 penalties: late submission of accounts (EC75/07)

6.1
LH presented the report and outlined the background to the late submissions by UKIP and the South East accounting unit of UKIP. The Commission had written to both the party and the Accounting Unit notifying them of the Commission’s intention to levy fines under section 147 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000.

6.2
The Commissioners agreed to impose the following fines under section 147(1)(b):

· UK Independence Party - £1000

· South East accounting unit of UKIP - £500

7. Compliance programmes (EC83/07)

7.1
LH presented the report and outlined the revised compliance programmes. UKIP would be added to the current compliance programme, and the SSP and UUP would remain on the programme. The Commissioners requested that a further report should be submitted to the meeting on 8 March 2007 concerning the BNP, Veritas and Respect. 
7.2
The Commissioners agreed that the Scottish Socialist Party, the Ulster Unionist Party and the UK Independence Party be taken through the compliance programme. The Commissioners requested a further report in respect of the British National Party, Veritas and Respect.

8. Regulatory issues: handling (EC82/07)

8.1
SR presented the report which outlined the proposed approach to handling the publicity relating to the decisions in respect of EC73a/07, EC73b/07, EC74/07, EC75/07 and EC83/07.

8.2
The Commissioners approved the proposed approach as set out in paragraph 11 of the report.

9. Response to selected recommendations from CSPL (EC78/07)

9.1
NS presented the report. The Commissioners discussed the proposed responses set out in the report.

9.2
The Commissioners approved the proposed response with the amendments discussed.

10. Authorisation of further Commission representatives: Northern Ireland Assembly election (EC84/07)

10. 1
KBS presented the report. Authorisation was required for two further representatives of the Commission to enter polling stations on behalf of the Commission at the Northern Ireland Assembly elections on 7 March 2007.
10.2
The Commissioners authorised the persons named in Appendix A to the report to enter polling stations on behalf of the Commission at the Northern Ireland Assembly elections on 7 March 2007.

11. Matters for information

11.1 The Commissioners received the following items for information:

i) 5th Avenue Partnerships: update (EC76/07). LH gave updates on meetings with the Liberal Democrats, and with the City of London Police. There will be a further report to the next meeting of the Commission on 8 March 2007.
ii) Q4 loans and donations report (EC79/07) – to be published on 26 February 2007

iii) Northern Ireland electoral registration research (EC77/07)

iv) Campaign monitoring and expenditure analysis (EC85/07)
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