Draft as at 30 April 2007

Minutes of the meeting of the Electoral Commission held on 22 March 2007, in London
Present:
Sam Younger (Chair) (SY)



Pamela Gordon (PG)



Glyn Mathias (GM)



Karamjit Singh (KS)

In attendance:
Peter Wardle (PW)




Nicole Smith (NS)



Vera Markos (VM)




Bob Posner (BP)




Doug Stewart (DS)




Linda Hews (LH)




Emma Fisher (EF) 




Mark Williams (MW)

1. Minutes of the meeting of 8 February 2007 (EC95/07)
1.1
The Commissioners agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2007, subject to an amendment to paragraphs 3.2, 7.1 and 12.4.
2. Minutes of the meeting of 21 February 2007 (EC96/07)
2.1
The Commissioners agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 21 February 2007, subject to an amendment to paragraph 4.1. 
3. Minutes of the meeting of 8 March 2007 (EC97/07)
3.1
The Commissioners agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2007, subject to an amendment to paragraph 4.2.
4. Compliance development programmes (EC86/07)
4.1
The Commissioners considered the recommendation to remove the British National Party (BNP), Respect – the Unity Coalition (RUC) and Veritas from the compliance development programme.  LH noted that for both the BNP and the RUC there have been vast improvements in submitting their statutory return. Veritas, on the other hand, had submitted several returns since the party’s registration. The level of compliance with deadlines for the submission of statutory returns is consistent with that of other small parties and, therefore, recommended that no compliance development programme be started.
4.2
The Commissioners agreed to the recommendation to remove the BNP, RUC and Veritas from the compliance development programme.
5. Sponsorship - regulations (EC98/07)
5.1
The Commissioners considered the regulations requiring parties to report whether their donations are sponsorship. EF presented the report noting that the regulations remedy a drafting oversight in the Electoral Administration Act (EAA) and are necessary for the operation of the new s.69 (aa) to PPERA inserted by the EAA.  Commissioners noted that the regulations are not controversial and that the main parties responding to the consultation were in general satisfied with the intention of the regulations.
5.2
The Commissioners discussed publicity and handling of the regulations. Commissioners were informed that the regulations, once approved, would be published on the Commission’s website, sent to those that had responded to the consultation and sent to parties that would be affected by them.
5.3
Commissioners approved the regulations.
5a. Enforcement decisions - forfeiture (EC101/07)
5a.1
The Commissioners considered the paper.
5a.2
Commissioners decided to apply for forfeiture.
6. Distribution between electoral regions of UK MEPs (EC99/07)
6.1
The Commissioners considered the paper outlining an approach to the management and co-ordination of the Commission’s review of the redistribution of European Parliament seats in the UK. This paper followed a direction from the Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs to make recommendations by 30 June 2007. 
6.2
The Commissioners agreed to the recommendation to apply the Saint-Laguë method in order to calculate the distribution of 72 the European Parliament seats across the 12 electoral regions of the UK. This agreement was subject to no serious objections being received following consultation. 
6.3
The Commissioners were concerned that in order to respond to the Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs by 30 June would require consultation with political parties during the election campaign. Commissioners requested that an extension to the deadline be requested.
7. BBC Code of Guidance (EC100/07)
7.1
The Commissioners considered the draft BBC Code of Guidance for the elections for the Scottish Parliament, Welsh Assembly and local government elections in England and Scotland.
7.2 
The Commissioners requested that a response be sent to the BBC signalling that the Commission was content with the guidance.
8. Hayden Phillips review / CSPL response

8.1
The Commissioners briefly discussed the status of the external reviews impacting on the work of the Commission. 
9. Co-ordinated Online Record of Electors (CORE)

9.1
John Sills from the Department for Constitutional Affairs presented Commissioners with an overview of the CORE (Co-ordinated Record of Electors) project to date and identified key issues and areas of work over the coming year as it moves into Phase II.
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