Draft as at 16 April 2007
Minutes of the meeting of the Electoral Commission held on Thursday 12 April 2007, in London 

Present:

Sam Younger (SY) (Chair)




Pamela Gordon (PG)




Glyn Mathias (GM)




Sir Neil McIntosh (NM)




Karamjit Singh (KS)

In attendance:
Peter Wardle (PW)




Nicole Smith (NS)




Stephen Rooney (SR)




Andrew Scallan (AS)




Lisa Klein (LK)




Bob Posner (BP)




Daniel Markson (DM) for item 1




Archie Gall (AG) for item 2




Peter Quirk (PQ) for item 3




Linda Hews (LH) for item 4




Adrian Green (AG) Regional Manager South West 




Alison Chappell (AC) Regional Manager Midlands 

Barbara Hill (BH) Regional Manager North of England
Philippa Saray (PS) Regional Manager South of England
Vera Markos (VM) minutes

1. 
Mayoral referendum questions (EC102/07)

1.1 
The Commissioners considered the proposed response on the wording of mayoral referendum questions as part of the Government’s consultation on the draft Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2007.  The Commissioners also assessed the revised wording of the mayoral referendum questions against the Commission’s question assessment guidelines.
1.2 
The Commissioners agreed to the proposed structure and the response subject to the following:
i) further amendments per discussion to the wording of the mayoral referendum questions and a clear separation of the preamble

ii) reiterate in the response to the Department for Constitutional Affairs that there remains a need to consult more widely on the wording as owing to timeline constraints the Commission has not had an opportunity to consult 

iii) send a copy of the Commission’s response to the Department for Communities and Local Government and also to the Local Government Association

2.
Identification of Further Electoral Reviews (FERs) 2007/08 (EC103/07)
2.1 
The Commissioners considered the Boundary Committee’s recommendation, as agreed at their meeting on 21 March 2007 and introduced at this meeting by AG and PG, that in light of potential future workload flowing from the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill (LGPIH Bill) no further FERs be commenced at this time. 
2.2 
In considering the Boundary Committee’s recommendation the Commissioners took into consideration the three main areas of activity resulting from the LGPIH Bill that would impact on the workload of the Boundary Committee from July 2007 onwards. The three anticipated areas of activity are unitary authority electoral reviews, single-member ward reviews and administrative boundary reviews.

2.3 
The Commissioners agreed to the Boundary Committee recommendation that no further FERs be commenced at this time.
3. 
Performance standards update (EC104/07)

3.1
The Commissioners were presented with an update of progress of the performance standards project.

3.2
Commissioners noted the update of progress on the performance standards project and raised the following issues for consideration at the performance standards project board meeting:

i) 
the need for a stakeholder communication strategy 

ii)
the need for an integrated IT strategy to encompass performance standards within the Commission

iii) 
greater involvement at the devolved and English regions level
4.
Regulatory actions 
4.1
The Commissioners were provided with a verbal update of regulatory action taken since their last meeting.  

4.2
Commissioners noted the actions taken and requested further information as it becomes available.
5.
AoB

5.1
Regional Managers of the English Offices presented an overview of the key issues and areas of focus within their area.
