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Minutes of the meeting of the Electoral Commission held on Thursday 10 May 2007, in Exeter 

Present:

Sam Younger (SY) (Chair)




Pamela Gordon (PG)




Glyn Mathias (GM)




Sir Neil McIntosh (NM)




Karamjit Singh (KS)

In attendance:
Peter Wardle (PW)




Clare Ettinghausen (CE)




Lisa Klein (LK)




Stephen Rooney (SR)




Andrew Scallan (AS)

Seamus Magee (SM) for item 3




Vera Markos (VM) minutes

1. 
Minutes of the meeting of 22 March 2007 (EC105/07)

1.1 
The Commission agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 22 March 2007, subject to an amendment to paragraph 6.1.

1.2 
The Commission noted in relation to agenda item 6 (Distribution between electoral regions of UK MEPs) that in light of issues following electoral events on 3 May the Commission would postpone sending out the consultation paper. The Commission further noted that no response had yet been received from the Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs to the Commission’s request for an extension. 

1.3
The Commission noted an update on the CORE project.
2.
Minutes of the meeting of 12 April 2007 (EC106/07)
2.1 
The Commission agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 12 April 2007.

2.2
The Commission noted an update on the performance standards project.

3. 
Northern Ireland elections 2007 report (EC107/07)

3.1
KS and SM introduced the report and noted that the Assembly elections were overall well run and largely successful and that research undertaken by the Commission indicated that there is an increasing confidence with the electoral process. It was also noted that although the requirement for individual registration and photographic ID at polling stations has helped to produce elections that are largely free from allegations of electoral fraud public perceptions of fraud were still high.

3.2 
Key issues considered by the Commission were postal voting on demand, the role of polling agents, the use of subscribers and deposits at nominations and the possibility of introducing electronic counting at future Assembly elections.

3.3
The Commission noted its overall satisfaction with the report and agreed to delegate responsibility for final approval to PW, subject to amendments to the report to reflect the discussion of the above issues.

An additional item 3b was added to the agenda:

3b.
 Review of the Scottish elections

3b.1
The Commission received a paper from AS recommending the establishment of an external review to be headed by an external electoral administration expert. AS identified Ron Gould as the recommended candidate to head the review. 

3b.2
The paper also identified areas to be covered by the review which included the high number of rejected ballots, the electronic counting process, the arrangements for postal voting and the role of the Commission itself in the preparations for the elections. 

3b.3
The Commission approved the way forward identified in the paper including the establishment of an external review and the areas to be covered. 

4.
Commission response to government consultation on regulations for political donations in Northern Ireland

4.1
The Commission had not received the regulations by the time of the Commission meeting and consequently this item was deferred for consideration at a later date. 

5.
Response to reports from the Constitutional Affairs Committee and Sir Hayden Phillips review of Party Funding
5.1.1 LK presented the response to the CAC report on party funding and a letter to Sir Hayden Phillips and highlighted paragraphs 3.4 and 3.26. LK further noted that the response re-articulated the Commission’s position as identified in its response to the Committee on Standards in Public Life (CSPL) in March 2007.

5.2
The Commission approved both the response to the CAC report on party funding and also to the letter to Sir Hayden Phillips.

6. 
Draft annual report

6.1
The Commission considered the draft annual report. 

6.2
The Commission agreed to the recommendation that following finalisation of the report the Chief Executive and Chairman approve the report. 

7.
AoB

7.1
LK notified the Commission that she would report her thoughts on the way forward for the Commission’s work on party and election finance at a meeting of the Commission in June.
7.2 
AS updated the Commission on issues that had arisen during the     elections in England and Wales. Key issues highlighted were e-counting being abandoned in some pilot areas, delayed counts as a result of technical problems and postal vote investigation in a few areas on which the Commission was liaising with police. 

7.3
PG noted the discussion on boundary issues scheduled at the HS Chapman Society event on 14 May.

7.4
SY updated the Commission on the recruitment process for new Commissioners.


