

EC33/06


Confirmed on 9 March 2006
Minutes of the meeting of the Electoral Commission held on Thursday 23 February 2006, in London.

Present:
Sam Younger (SY) (Chair)



Pamela Gordon (PG)



Glyn Mathias (GM)



Sir Neil McIntosh )NM)



Karamjit Singh (KS)

In attendance:
Peter Wardle (PW)




Jacqui Dixon (JD)




Archie Gall (AG)




Roger Gough (RG)




Hilary Mundella (HM)




Angela Salt (AS)




Nicole Smith (NS)




Rael Zackon (RZ)




Doug Stewart (DS)




Ann Devine (AD)




Catherine Johnson (CJ)




John Quin (JQ)

1. Parish case in Isle of Wight (EC30/06)

1.1
AG presented the report and outlined the issues relating to the proposed electoral arrangements for the new Fishbourne and Havenstreet & Ashey parishes. The review undertaken had not involved a four-stage process; however, it was considered that the Isle of Wight Council had undertaken meaningful consultation on the proposals.  The Commissioners noted that the proposed number of councillors for the new Havenstreet & Ashey parish would give one of the highest ratios of electors to members in the County.
1.2
The Commissioners approved the proposed electoral arrangements for the new parishes of Fishbourne and Havenstreet & Ashey. The Commissioners agreed to make the electoral change Order and authorised the affixation of the Commission’s seal to the Order, subject to ODPM making the relevant Order implementing the new parishes.
2. Parish electoral arrangements for Ilkley, Bradford (EC31/06)
2.1
AG presented the report and outlined the issues relating to the proposed electoral arrangements for the altered parish of Ilkley and the new parishes of Menston and Burley. The Commissioners noted that the proposal to implement the new electoral arrangements in 2006 would result in the term of office for councillors elected in 2003 being reduced to three years.

2.2
The Commissioners approved the proposed electoral arrangements for the altered parish of Ilkley and the new parishes of Menston and Burley. The Commissioners agreed to make the electoral change Order and authorised the affixation of the Commission’s seal to the Order, subject to ODPM making the relevant Order to implement the new and altered parishes.
3. Audit of political engagement 3 (EC28/06)

3.1
NS presented the final draft of the research report for approval by Commissioners. This audit provided an update on six key measures. The Commissioners discussed the proposals for publishing the audit report, with particular reference to the Power Commission report due to be published in the next week. 

3.2
The Commissioners discussed the timetable for the 2007 audit, in the light of the campaigns for elections to the devolved legislatures in the spring of 2007.  The Commissioners agreed that the audit should remain UK-wide, but there was a need to address different issues in 2007, particularly the role of MPs in areas with SMPs and AMs. 

3.3
The Commissioners welcomed the audit report and congratulated CJ on her work. 

3.4
The Commissioners approved the report and noted the arrangements for publication.

4. Budget 2006/7 (EC29/06)

4.1
PW gave a presentation on the budget allocations for 2006/7. The aim was to emphasise the link between resources and the targets in the Corporate Plan. The Commissioners would receive quarterly reports of progress against objectives and financial targets. The Speaker’s Committee had approved the revenue and capital budget allocation for 2006/7. 
4.2
PW outlined the additional resource requirements, both on-going and one-off costs, of the Electoral Administration Bill, which would be considered by the Speaker’s Committee at their meeting at the end of March 2006. There would be meetings with DCA and HM Treasury prior to that meeting.
4.3
The Commissioners agreed to proceed with the proposals set out in the report, as the basis for discussions with DCA and HM Treasury prior to the meeting of the Speaker’s Committee in March 2006.
5. Electoral Administration Bill

5.1
SY reported on the second reading of the Bill in the House of Lords, and the debate concerning personal identifiers. There are likely to be amendments submitted on personal identifiers, the transitional model and the register of postal voters. There was no amendment yet on signing in polling stations but the Government had announced pilot schemes of this innovation.  DCA officials had indicated that they expected decisions on whether and when to commence the Bill’s provision to await the evaluation of the pilots.  

5.2 The Commissioners noted the current position with the Bill.

6. Boundary issues

6.1
PG gave an update on the Government proposals to create more  unitary authorities, and the potential involvement of the Commission in structural reviews and electoral arrangements. Further information on the Government’s proposals would be set out in a White Paper expected in June/July 2006. 
6.2
NS stated that the Government would be likely to issue a section 6 direction to the Commission if it wished the Commission to be involved. The Commission would require a clear brief for such reviews.

6.3
The possible timetable anticipated elections in 2008 for new unitary authorities to be implemented in 2009. 

6.4 The Commissioners noted the current position.

7. Matters for information
7.1 The Commissioners noted the following items of information:

7.1.1 Post-election seminars:

The allocation of dates is:





15 May – SY


16 May – GM


17 May – KS


18 May – NM


19 May – PG

NS will circulate details of the local authorities and venues.

7.1.2 Committee for Standards in Public Life:

SY stated that an issues paper would be circulated for discussion at the meeting on 23 March 2006.

7.1.3 Business Planning meeting:

This will be held from Tuesday 27 June to Thursday 29 June 2006, at the Low Wood Hotel, Windermere.

7.1.4 Dates for 2007:

Commission meeting dates for 2007 had been circulated by e-mail. Changes had been made to the venues for the 2006 meetings in July and September, and further details would be circulated as soon as possible.

7.1.5 Audit Committee:

NM reported on the NAO draft findings and recommendations on Public Awareness. The Scrutiny Unit report would be discussed at the Commission meeting on 9 March 2006.

7.1.6 Communications issues:

The Democracy Cook-book had been launched in Edinburgh on 22 February, in London on 23 February, and would be launched in Wales on 27 February. The registration campaign was also launched on 20 February. 
The Commission had issued a statement welcoming the ONS data recently published.
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