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Minutes of the meeting of the Electoral Commission held on Wednesday 27 June 2007, London
Present:

Sam Younger (SY) (Chair)




Pamela Gordon (PG)




Glyn Mathias (GM)




Sir Neil McIntosh (NM) (in part)



Karamjit Singh (KS)

In attendance:
Peter Wardle (PW)




Clare Ettinghausen (CE)




Lisa Klein (LK)




Stephen Rooney (SR)




Andrew Scallan (AS)

Malcolm Rawlings (MR) 
Archie Gall (AG) for item 3



Katharine Sparrow (KSp) minutes

Apologies were received from Carolyn Hughes (CH) and NM for his late arrival.
The Commission extended its gratitude to Pamela Gordon, at her final meeting, for her contribution and dedication to the Commission over the past five years. 
1. 
Response to Ministry of Justice on distribution of MEPs (EC114/07)

1.1 
AS introduced the report and noted the recommendation as to how the UK’s reduced number of MEP seats should be redistributed was the result of lengthy consultation and validation of the figures.

1.2
The Commission discussed the main issues raised during the consultation:


· The use of electoral figures from December 2006 when the next European election would not take place until 2009.

· The issue of devolution and the impact decreased representation would have in Scotland.

· The requirement that each region had to have a minimum of three seats.
· The electoral figures for London did not reflect the capital’s population.

The Commission noted all these issues were outside its statutory direction but agreed they should be highlighted with government, with the suggestion they may want to review these areas.
 

1.3
The Commission noted that the closing date for the consultation was 29 June; all responses received up to that date would be considered and incorporated into the Commission’s recommendation as necessary. 


1.4
The Commission approved the recommendation, subject to the drafting amendments as discussed.


1.5
The Commission agreed a covering letter should be sent to Government recommending they look at the issues raised during the consultation.

2.
Electoral reviews of new unitary authorities (EC116/07)
2.1 AS introduced the report explaining it was to update the Commission on the Government’s proposals for the introduction of unitary authorities.


2.2 AG explained a number of options and ideas were being discussed by the DCLG working group including how the transitional arrangements would work and when elections would be held; these issues were likely to be put out to formal consultation at the end of July.


2.3 PG said these issues had also been discussed at the Boundary Committee where a number of concerns had been raised.  They felt the longer the shadow authorities were in place the more embedded the temporary arrangement could become and the more difficult it would be for new arrangement to be put in place.

2.4 The Commission was of the opinion that electoral reviews should be carried out as quickly as possible so the subsequent elections could be held as soon as was feasible.

2.5 The Commission agreed its response to government consultation would be circulated by email and delegated to SY.  The Commission agreed it was happy for its view to be fed through to the DCLG working group in advance of any formal consultation.  

2.6 With PG stepping down as chair of the Boundary Committee SY asked her to share her thoughts on Boundary issues to watch out for in the near future.


2.7 PG said provisions in the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill were likely to introduce a range of new requirements for the Boundary Committee, along with requests for reviews of both single member wards and principle areas, all of which would raise resource and planning implications for the team.  

2.8 SY thanked PG for her thoughts.

3.
Potential future role of Regional Electoral Officers (EC117/07)
3.1
AS introduced the report and said the role of regional electoral officers was still open for debate.

3.2
The discussion centred around a number of themes including:

· The position of regional returning officers had been overtaken by events and the development of the Commission’s English Offices; potentially the arguments for enhancing the role of regional returning officer could now be out of date.
· The need to improve communication with the returning officer community.

· The Commission’s response to the CSPL report which stated it would explore the value of regional returning officers on a more permanent footing and our current evaluation of the English regional offices.
3.7
AS said it had been a helpful discussion.  He noted that there would be a regional presence for the 2009 European Elections.  His team would be in discussion with the Ministry of Justice to clarify what the job description might look like and how the position could be developed between elections.
3.15
The Commission agreed to discuss this issue further at a future meeting.
4.
Commission 2006-07 accounts (EC118/07)
4.1
NM, as Chair of the Audit Committee, introduced the report.  He said the accounts had been considered by the Audit Committee, who had been satisfied with their presentation.  


4.2
PW said the Commission had received good support from the auditors and was pleased to have the accounts ready even earlier than the previous year.

4.4
The Commission was content, subject to a few drafting amendments, for PW to sign the accounts.
5. 
Response to the Scottish Executive consultation on post-election information disclosure for Scottish local government elections (EC 115/07)
5.1
MR introduced the report and outlined the main issues raised by the Scottish Executive’s proposals. 

5.2
The Commission discussed the issues around retrospection, secrecy of the ballot, the public’s perception and confidence in the voting process if these proposals were adopted.


5.3
The Commission agreed that the public’s perception that secrecy of the ballot was maintained was paramount.

5.7
The Commission requested its response be re-cast to acknowledge the views expressed at the meeting, stating this would be a major step that was not likely to be well received by the public and that the interest of the voter was paramount.  It was agreed the re-drafted response would be circulated by email for comment before it was sent.   

6.
AoB

6.1
AS said the Scottish Elections Review had requested access to the electronic record of ballots and this would require new legislation.  A draft order would be received within the next day for consultation.  

6.2
The Commission agreed to delegate final approval for the Commission’s response to the consultation to SY and NM.
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