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 Regulating political finances – consultation paper (July 2006)

You can use this feedback form to respond to the questions raised in the consultation paper. 
We would also welcome views on any other issues relating to the regulatory and enforcement framework of PPERA. A space for such comments is provided at the end of this form. 
You are also invited to submit your personal details. These will only be used to send you a copy of the final report resulting from the review, on publication.
Please send your completed form by email to efisher@electoralcommission.org.uk. 
Alternatively, post your form to:
Emma Fisher

Assistant Policy Manager

The Electoral Commission

Trevelyan House

Great Peter Street

London SW1P 2HW

The closing date for responses is Friday 15 September 2006. Thank you for taking part in the consultation.
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First name(s)
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Postcode
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Are you content for excerpts from your feedback form to be quoted in the final report?

Yes
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 







No
  FORMCHECKBOX 

List of questions

Effective regulation and the Commission as a regulator

Q1
What do you consider the primary aims of regulating the finances of political parties?

     
Q2
What do you regard as the main features of a regulatory regime which would meet these aims?

     
Q3
Has the Commission used its existing powers effectively since the commencement of PPERA in 2001?

     
Q4
Does the law give the Commission the powers necessary to enable effective regulation?

     
The balance of responsibility for compliance and regulation

Q5
Should the respective roles of the Commission (as regulator) and political parties, candidates and third parties (as the regulated) be more clearly defined? Does the balance of responsibility for ensuring compliance need to change? If yes, does this require a change in the law?

     
Q6
Should the Commission have a more proactive role in ensuring compliance with the PPERA framework? 

     
Q7 
What, in practice, should the Commission do more of, and less of, to ensure compliance with PPERA?

     
Q8 
What, in practice, should political parties, candidates and third parties do more of, and less of, to ensure compliance with PPERA?

     
Q9
Do the regulatory regimes created by PPERA and the Representation of the People Acts for parties and candidates work effectively together? Could the relationship between them be improved?
     
Transparency and accountability

Q10
Is the right financial information available in the right places at the right times, and in the right way?

     
Q11
If not, what could be done to make published financial information more accessible and easier to understand?

     
Q12 
What, if any, additional research and analysis would you like to see the Commission publish in relation to party finances?
     
Permissibility and other controls

Q13
Are the right restrictions in place in respect of who can make donations to political parties and others?
     
Q14   Are the other controls applied by PPERA proportionate to the risks? 

     
Q15
Are these controls necessary to secure public confidence in political finances?

     
Non-compliance, penalties and sanctions

Q16
Is the PPERA penalty framework, including the use of criminal sanctions, appropriate, proportionate and workable?

     
Q17
Do you agree that a system of financial penalties might provide a valuable addition to the available range of options?

     
Q18
Are there other sanctions which could be applied for non-compliance? If so, what are they?

     
Q19
Has the PPERA penalty framework been effectively applied by the Commission since coming into force in 2001?
     
The Commission as a registrar

Q20
Are the right criteria and processes in place for the registration of parties, third parties and permitted participants? 

     
Q21
Are the right criteria and processes in place for the registration of party officers?

     
Expectations

Q22
What are your expectations of the Commission as a regulator, and to what extent have these expectations been met?

     
Other comments
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