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Guidance for candidates and agents
	Local government election in the ward of:


	Insert name here

	Name of council:


	Insert name here

	Date of election:


	Insert date here


	Event
	Timetable 
	Date

	Deadline for completed applications to be received by the Commission for registration of new political parties intending to field candidates at an election, to ensure that registration is completed on time
	A party must appear on the register of political parties two days before the close of nominations.   Allow 4 weeks prior to this (20 working days) for the processing of applications to register as a political party
	

	Notice of election to be published
	Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day of election (E-25)
	

	Last day for political parties intending to contest the elections to appear on the Commission’s register
	Not later than two days before the last day for delivery of nomination papers (E-21)
	

	Delivery of nomination papers
	During office hours on any day commencing on the date stated on the notice of election
	

	Last day for delivery of nomination papers
	Not later than 12 noon on the nineteenth day before the day of election (E-19)
	

	Publication of statement of persons nominated
	Not later than 12 noon on the seventeenth day before the day of election (E-17)
	

	Last day for withdrawals of candidature
	Not later than 12 noon on the sixteenth day before the day of election (E-16)
	

	Last day for notice of appointment of election agents
	Not later than 12 noon on the sixteenth day before the day of election (E-16)
	

	Deadline for applications to be included on the register of electors in order to vote at the election
	The eleventh day before the day of election (E-11)
	

	Last day for requests to change or cancel an existing postal vote or proxy appointment
	Not later than 5pm on the eleventh day before the day of election (E-11)
	

	Last day for new applications to vote by post
	Not later than 5pm on the eleventh day before the day of election (E-11)
	

	Last day for new applications to vote by proxy (not postal proxy), except for medical emergencies
	Not later than 5pm on the sixth day before the day of election (E-6)
	

	Publish notice of poll
	Not later than the sixth day before the day of election (E-6)


	

	Last day for notice of appointment of counting agents and polling agents
	The fifth day before the day of election (E-5)
	

	Polling day
	7am–10pm
	

	Last day to apply for new applications to vote by proxy on the grounds of a medical emergency
	Not later than 5pm on the day of election
	

	Last day for receipt of claims for election expenses
	Within 21 calendar days of the date the election result is declared
	

	Last day for payment of claims for election expenses
	Within 28 calendar days of the date the election result is declared
	

	Last day for the receipt of return of election expenses
	Within 35 calendar days of the date the election result is declared
	


