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In relation to questions 1 and 2, you can find the information we are disclosing to you attached to this 
email. Please note that certain information has not been provided as it falls within exemptions in the 
FOI Act.  
 
In relation to question 3, the Commission did not meet with Mr Banks or his representatives in 
relation to matters outside the scope of enforcement action during this time period. Please note that 
information relevant to whether the Commission met Mr Banks or his representatives as part of any 
enforcement action during this time period is not provided, as it too falls within exemptions in the FOI 
Act. 
 
Details of those exemptions are below. 
 
Exemption under section 31  

Section 31(1)(g) of the FOI Act provides for exemption from disclosure of information which has been 
held at any time for a variety of law enforcement interests. For example, information may be exempt 
under section 31(1)(g) if its disclosure under the FOI Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice the 
prevention or detection of crime. The exemption under section 31(1)(g) is subject to the public 
interest test.  

As you may be aware, the Commission currently has an active investigation concerning the 
registered campaigner, Leave.EU. Information which falls under the scope of your request, and which 
is relevant to this investigation, has been exempted under section 31(1)(g) of the FOI Act.  
 
In addition, the Commission has liaised with another regulatory body on matters related to the subject 
of your request under the FOI Act. The Commission considers that the disclosure of information 
related to this liaison would be likely to compromise the ability of the regulatory body to investigate 
and would therefore affect the discharge of the body’s regulatory function in vital areas. There is a 
public interest in maintaining the ability of the regulatory body to conduct investigations as it sees fit. 
There is also a strong public interest in the Commission being able to maintain effective and 
productive relationships with other regulators. It is essential that other regulatory bodies continue to 
engage with us without fear that the information they provide to us or which we share with them will 
be made public prematurely, or at any later date, where it is inappropriate to do so. We feel that the 
cooperation of other regulatory bodies may be adversely affected if details that they provide to us are 
routinely made public. Information which falls under the scope of your request, and which is relevant 
to this investigation, has been exempted under section 31(1)(g) of the FOI Act. 
 
Exemptions under Section 40  
 
You will notice that certain personal details have been redacted from the documents we are 
releasing. This redaction is necessary because section 40(2) and (3)(a) of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (FOI) Act provides that personal data, where its disclosure would breach one of 
the data protection principles, is exempt from disclosure. The first data protection principle states that 
personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully. The Commission considers that it would be 
unfair to release the names and personal contact details of junior officials, who were not employed in 
public facing roles and did not act as spokespersons for their employer, as those individuals would 
have a reasonable expectation that this personal data would not be disclosed to the general public. 
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I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an open, transparent 
authority, but in some circumstances we cannot responsibly release requested information, and we 
ask for your understanding in this regard. 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review 
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-
foi-request 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you are 
still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/ 
 
You may already be aware, but the Commission recently published a response to a materially similar 
requested under the Freedom of Information Act, which covered a different time period. The 
response to this requested has been published on the Commission website, here: 
http://bit.ly/2zvNPlp  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Information Management Adviser 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
yourvotematters.co.uk 
 
Twitter | Facebook | Blog 
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engaged here, the regulatory framework set out in PPERA does not apply to the 
government.  
  
Please direct any questions regarding the distribution dates of the government 
leaflet to the Cabinet Office.  
  
With regards 
  
Louise Edwards 
  
Louise Edwards  
Head of Regulation  
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  

electoralcommission.org.uk 
yourvotematters.co.uk 
  
Twitter | Facebook | Blog 
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From: Arron Banks [  
Sent: 07 March 2017 13:28 
To:  
Cc:   Claire Bassett 
Subject: Re: Information request 
  
I wouldn’t hold your breath the EC were the Government arm of the Remain 
campaign…….  
Arron 
On 7 Mar 2017, at 13:27, > wrote: 
  
Dear Sirs / Madam 
  
I would like to request an assessment into whether the  governments leaflet campaigning for 
Remain, adhered by the Electoral commission guidelines. I note that although it was campaigning 
for remain, there was no information on the leaflet in regards to any imprint. 
  
Obviously any leaflet being delivered within the purdah period should have contained the imprint 
and the associated costs should have been declared. 
  
It is in the public domain that the costs of the leaflet were £9.2m, any leaflets being delivered within 
the short period should have had the costs apportioned accordingly. 
  
I would like to enquire as to whether there is satisfactory evidence that all leaflets were delivered 
prior to purdah commencing, as otherwise this would have been in breach of EC rules. 
  
In particular, I would like confirmation of the dates of delivery for the Welsh leaflets, where they 
were translated into English and Welsh and were therefore delivered later on.   
  
I look forward to your reply 
  





 

 

Notes on The Brexit Club 

 Types of spending 

 Names and roles of individuals mentioned 

 How spending was targeted 

 Other companies/agencies/outside people contracted/used for work 

 Connections between campaigners 

 Donations given from one campaigner to another 

 Anything else that’s relevant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Non relevant information redacted] 
 
….. 
 
 
 

Page Information Role Notes 

6 Arron Banks Founder of 
Leave.EU and 
UKIP donor 

 

 
 
 
[Non relevant information redacted] 
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