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Dear ,  
 

Our Ref: FOI-165-19 
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 18/06/2019. 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and regrets that is has not 
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response. 
 
I'd like to FOI details of all correspondence with the Brexit Party in the last four months. 
 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We hold the information you have requested. 

We are able to release some of the documents but are unable to release all as we consider some of 
the information you have requested to be exempt from disclosure. We have concluded that some of 
the information is exempt under section 31(1)(g) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOI Act). 
Other information has been redacted under section 40 of the FOI Act. 

 
The documents have been released to you via Objective Connect. Please find the steps below which 
details how to access the information. 

To access your documents via Objective Connect: 
 
You will receive an ‘Invitation to Objective Connect Email Notification’ (sent to the inbox of 

). This notification will contain a link to enable you to start 
accessing your information. Please find below details on how to access the specific area we have set 
up for your documents. 
 

1. Click on the link in the email.  
2. You will be prompted to set up your username and password. Your username will be your 

email address, and your password can be whatever you like.  
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3. With your username and password, enter both details at the login screen and click ‘login’.  
4. You will now see your personal page, which will show the Share ‘FOI 165-19’ 
5. By clicking on the name of the share, you will find your documents.  
6. You may view any of these documents 
7. In addition you may download a copy to your personal computer by selecting the ‘download’ 

option and then ‘save’.  
 
This service will be closed 1 month from our response date, this is the 21 September 2019. 

Section 31(1)(g) 

Section 31(1)(g) exempts from disclosure information that would or would be likely to prejudice the 
exercise of the Commission’s functions under PPERA for the purposes of ascertaining whether there 
are circumstances which would justify regulatory action in pursuance of any enactment exist or may 
arise as provided by s31(2)(c) of the FOI Act. 

The Commission considers that disclosure of some of the information you have requested would 
prejudice the exercise of the Commission’s statutory functions and its ability to conduct regulatory 
work such as in this matter. Some of the information you have requested relates to our visit to The 
Brexit Party on 21 May 2019. It is important that we are able to conduct such regulatory work in 
confidence, and disclosure would result in those we regulate having detailed knowledge of our 
approach to our regulatory work, with the real risk that it would provide assistance to any organisation 
seeking to evade the rules. 

In addition, it would be likely to discourage organisations from consenting to such visits and co-
operating if the organisation had reason to believe that detailed information about and resulting from 
the visit, was to be made public. 

Application of the section 31 exemption is subject to the public interest test. There are a number of 
factors that must be considered and weighed in the balance. The factors we have considered are set 
out below. 
 
The public interest lies in enabling us to undertake regulatory work based on a firm factual basis and 
to gather information on a confidential basis. It is in the public interest to maintain this confidentiality, 
as it allows us to plan and execute such work without fear that it would be undermined by disclosure, 
and encourages the free and frank provision of information from others to us without which we could 
not perform our statutory functions. 
 
Exemptions under Section 40 
 
Section 40(2) provides for an exemption where the information requested constitutes personal data 
as defined by the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and where release of the information requested 
would breach one of the data protection principles. Part of the information contained in the requested 
information falls within the description of personal data as defined by section 1 of the Data Protection 
Act 2018 (DPA) because the information relates directly to an identifiable living individual. 
 
The Commission considers that it would be unfair to release the names and personal contact details 
of junior officials, who were not employed in public facing roles and did not act as spokespersons for 
their employer, as those individuals would have a reasonable expectation that this personal data 
would not be disclosed to the general public. 
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I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an open, transparent 
authority, but in some circumstances we cannot responsibly release requested information, and we 
ask for your understanding in this regard. 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review 
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-
foi-request 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you are 
still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Access to Information Officer (FOI and DPA) 
The Electoral Commission 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk  
electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
 







THE  BREXIT  PARTY 
 

CONSTITUTION 
 
1 Interpretation 
 
1.1 For the avoidance of doubt, throughout this constitution the masculine 
implies a person of either gender. 
1.2 Where the context so implies, the singular shall include the plural 
1.3 Headings shall not form part of the meanings of Articles 
1.4 PPERA means the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 
 
 
2 Name  
 
2.1 The Party exists as a Political Party registered with the UK Electoral 
Commission under the PPERA. The Party bears the Electoral Commission 
Registration Number PP7931. The registered name of the Party under the 
PPERA shall be THE BREXIT PARTY ( “the Party”). 
 
2.2 The Party may also use such other names as may be registered from 
time to time with the Electoral Commission and may also use informally such 
other names as may from time to time be appropriate. 
 
2.3 The Party exists as a Limited Liability Company registered with 
Companies House (Registration Number: 11694874 in accordance with the 
Companies Act 2006. 
 
2.4 The members of the Board shall serve as Directors of the Company 
from the date upon which they are appointed to the Board in accordance with 
this Constitution and the Rules until the date upon which their successor is 
appointed. 
 
2.5 This Constitution and the Rules made under it shall be construed 
according to the law of England and Wales. 
 
3 Objectives 
 
3.1 The Party believes that the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland (hereinafter “The United Kingdom”) should only be governed by her own 
citizens and that its governance shall at all times be conducted first and 
foremost in the interests of the United Kingdom and its peoples and that the 
only laws that should apply within the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom are 
those wholly made by the Parliament of the United Kingdom. To that end it 
shall be the policy of the Party that the United Kingdom shall cease to be a 
member of the European Union and shall not thereafter make any Treaty or join 
any international organisation which involves in any way the surrender of any 
part of the United Kingdom’s sovereignty. The Party further believes that the 
integrity of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
(hereinafter “The United Kingdom”) should be maintained. 
 
3.2 In pursuit of these objectives the Party will at all times adhere to the 
principle of full equality before the law. The Party shall conduct itself and its 



affairs in such a way that it does not discriminate against or in favour of any 
person on the grounds of their race, religion, gender, ethnic origin, education, 
beliefs, sexual orientation, class, social status, sectarianism or any other basis 
prescribed by law. Further the Party shall at all times adhere to the principles of 
the rule of law, liberty, democracy and respect for the human rights and the 
essential, traditional freedoms of the people of the United Kingdom and those 
under the protection of the United Kingdom. 
 
3.3 The Party is a democratic, classical liberal Party and will espouse policies 
which: 
 
• promote and encourage those who strive to improve their personal 
situation and  those who seek to be self-reliant, whilst providing 
protection for those genuinely  in need; 
• favour the ability of individuals to make decisions in respect of 
themselves; 
• seek to diminish the role of the State; 
• lower the burden of taxation on individuals and businesses; 
• ensure proper control over the United Kingdom’s borders; 
• promote and strengthen the rule of law; 
• strengthen and guarantee the essential, traditional freedoms and liberties 
of all  people in the United Kingdom.  
 
4 Permitted Activities 
 
4.1 In furtherance of these objectives the Party may undertake the following 
activities: 
 
a) the development of a full range of policies for domestic and foreign 
affairs; 
 
b) participation in all democratic electoral processes that take place within 
the United Kingdom or in such other places where it is lawful for the Party to 
stand for election, subject always to the proper use of resources belonging to 
the Party. In particular the Party may stand in all levels of elections to public 
office from elections to the European Parliament (whilst the UK remains a 
member of the European Union) down to Parish Council level, including 
Mayoral elections. In addition, the Party may participate and campaign in any 
referendum, including but not limited to national, regional or local referendums; 
 
c) co-operate with other like-minded democratic parties, institutions and 
organisations for any purposes which are wholly consistent with its objectives, 
whether such be in the United Kingdom or elsewhere for such time and to such 
extent as the Leader and the Board may deem necessary and expedient in 
order to advance the Party's objectives. 
 
d) raise funds and invite and receive contributions from any legal or natural 
person whatsoever in such manner and to the extent and limits established by 
law, including but not limited to: loans, subscriptions, donations, provision of 
work or materials in kind; 
 
e) publish, with or without charge, any document it sees fit in any format; 
 



f) employ and pay people to manage, supervise, organise and carry out 
the Party's aims, administer the Party and meet the Party’s obligations under 
the law; 
 
 
g) purchase, lease or rent such real or personal property deemed necessary 
to carry out the Party's objectives and to conduct the Party’s administration 
and to make arrangements for the management of any such property acquired; 
 
h) invest any monies of the Party not immediately required, in accordance 
with the Trustee Act of 1925; 
 
i) carry out or refrain from carrying out any lawful act as may be deemed 
appropriate for the attainment of the Party’s objectives and the proper 
administration of the Party; 
 
j) enter into contracts for the supply of goods, employment and services; 
 
k) undertake any or all lawful activities under the Companies Acts. 
 
4.2 The Party shall take up any seat to which it wins election regardless of 
any policy of the Party which espouses the abolition of such seat or election, 
subject always to the right of the Leader and the Board jointly to decide 
otherwise. 
 
5 Structure 
 
5.1 Leader 
 
5.1.1 As required by PPERA 2000 the Party shall appoint a Party Leader who 
shall give political direction to the Party and be responsible for the development 
of the Party’s policies with the agreement of the Board. 
 
5.1.2 The first leader of the Party shall be .  Upon his 
resignation,  death or incapacity the next leader shall be such person as 

  may nominate but in the absence of any such nomination 
the next leader and all subsequent leaders shall be such person as is elected 
by the Board by a simple majority. 
 
5.1.3 The Leader shall have overall responsibility for administration and 
direction of the Party organisation. He shall be responsible for ensuring that all 
efforts are made to have an active and properly constituted organisation of the 
Party in every constituency, financially able to support a parliamentary election 
campaign. 
 
5.1.4 The Leader may make such administrative appointments as he sees fit 
and may recommend to the Board the creation of paid administrative posts.  
 
5.1.5 The Party Leader shall make or approve national statements of the Party's 
policies and the manner of their communication; and 
 
5.1.6 may make such other appointments as he thinks fit, he shall inform the 
board of such appointments at its next meeting 



 
5.2 The Board 
 
The Board shall normally be composed of the following members : 
 
5.2.1 the Party Leader; 
5.2.2 a Convenor appointed by the Leader who shall chair meetings of the 
Board when the Leader is not available to do so, and shall undertake such 
further duties as  the Leader may specify;  

 
5.2.3 the Treasurer appointed by the Leader and a majority of the Board, who 
will be responsible for complying with all statutes and requirements of the 
Electoral Commission applicable to financial reporting and probity.   As 
required under the PPERA 2000, the identity of the Party Treasurer must be 
registered with the UK Electoral Commission  
 
5.2.4 the  Secretary appointed by the Leader and a majority of the Board, 
who is responsible for ensuring that the administrative and other arrangements 
of the Party comply with all legal requirements placed upon it other than those 
relating to finance; 
  
5.2.5 A Nominating Officer, as required by  PPERA 2000; 
 
5.2.6 such further members (not exceeding 4 in number) appointed by the 
Leader,  
 
5.3 Conduct of Board Meetings 
 
5.3.1 The Board shall meet at its own discretion.  Meetings shall be chaired by 
the Leader or, in his absence, by the Convenor and shall formulate its own 
procedures  
 
5.4 Suspension/expulsion from Board 
 
The Board may, by a majority, expel a member of the Board for conduct which 
in the opinion of the Board has caused or is likely to cause the Party or its 
leadership to be brought into disrepute, or seriously breaching Party 
confidentiality, or persistently failing  to attend Board meetings  
 
5.5 Powers of Board 
 
The Board shall be responsible for the management of the Party including ensuring 
that it works towards the achievement of the Objectives in an efficient and 
judicious manner, manages the Party's funds, and ensures  that the 
Constitution of the Party is in accordance with the laws of the United Kingdom; 
 
5.6 Resignation  
 
A Board member may resign from the Board by giving to the Secretary written 
notice to such effect.  
 
5.7 Indemnity 
 



The Party shall indemnify all Officers for all actions taken in the course of their role as 
Officers. 
 
6 Candidates 
6.1 The Party shall establish lists of approved candidates for elections to 
public office and the Board may from time to time make such rules as it deems 
fit for the establishment of such approved lists and require undertakings signed 
by candidates.  As a condition, every candidate must sign an Undertaking to 
act at all times in accordance with the Objectives of this Constitution and to 
abide by any rules in relation to the Party’s  Code of Conduct 
6.2 The Board may consider written applications from any 
person(“Applicant”) and every Applicant shall  in such application make full 
disclosure of any material fact, political or personal and whenever arising, that 
may have a bearing on their suitability for selection as a candidate 
 
6.3 The Board may suspend any candidate from the approved list if they 
consider that that candidate will or may damage the reputation or interests of the 
Party, and the fact of such suspension shall be notified forthwith to  the 
candidate. 
 
6.4 A candidate who is removed from the approved candidates list shall 
have no right to an appeal but may request in writing that the Board 
reconsiders the decision to remove or withdraw the person.  The Board are 
under no obligation to acquiesce to such a request and are not required to give 
reasons for failing to do so.  
 
7 Codes of Conduct 
 
7.1 The Board may from time to time as it deems necessary and appropriate 
make Codes of Conduct for those holding elective office in the Party's name, 
and rules defining the nature of the Party Whip, the circumstances in which the 
Party Whip may be removed and the consequences and the sanctions which 
may be applied when the Party Whip is removed or the elected representative 
resigns the Party Whip. 
 
7.2 It shall be the duty of any representative  of the Party who is elected to 
any elective office to abide at all times by any such Code of Conduct and any 
Rules drawn up by the Party and to behave at all times in a manner becoming 
to such elective office 
 
7.3 Notwithstanding any legal waivers, immunities, or dispensations 
granted by virtue of a candidate’s election to public office, the Board shall have 
the right to regard all undertakings signed by candidates as morally binding and 
binding under the Constitution of the Party and shall have the right to remove 
the Party’s whip from, deselect, refuse to reselect or to expel from the Party 
any member who is in breach of any such undertaking,  
 
8 Amendment of this Constitution  
 
Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed at any time and shall be                         
adopted if approved by the Leader and a majority of the Board and shall come                             
into force immediately.  











































  

 

Welcome from  
the Director 
You may be aware that the Political Parties, 
Elections and Referendums Act (PPERA) 
2000 imposes a number of controls and 
responsibilities on registered political parties. 
 

A registered party treasurer is responsible for 
the party’s compliance with the financial 
controls under PPERA. This factsheet 
provides an outline of your responsibilities 
and where you can find more information. 
 

Bob Posner 
Director of Party and Election Finance and 
Legal Counsel 
 

You can find all our guidance for parties 
online at  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-
for-political-parties 
 

PEF online  
PEF online allows you to submit your 
statutory returns electronically without having 
to complete paper forms.  
 

If you did not apply to register your party 
through PEF online you will need to register 
and set up an account to use PEF online this 
is straightforward to do.  
 

Once your account is set up you can access 
and amend your registered party details and 
submit your statutory returns such as: 
� quarterly donations and loans 
� pre-election donations and loans 
� annual statement of accounts  
� party campaign expenditure 
� annual confirmation of your details 
For further information on how to register to 
use PEF online please go to our website  
 

www.electoralcommission.org.uk/political-
party-forms 
 
More information can be found in this 
guidance document: 
� PEF Online: Getting started 

 
 
 
 
 

Our role as a regulator 
We monitor compliance with the rules and 
take regulatory action if necessary which 
includes a range of civil sanctions.  
Details of our powers and our role as a 
regulator can be found in our Enforcement 
Policy which can be found on our website:  
 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/our-role-as-
regulator-of-political-party-finances 

Donations and loans 
As the registered party treasurer you are 
responsible for:  
� Making sure that any donations and 

loans to your party are checked and 
recorded  

� Taking all reasonable steps to make 
sure that these donations and loans are 
from a permissible source and can 
therefore be accepted or entered into.  

� Reporting certain donations and loans to 
us, the Electoral Commission.  

More information can be found in our 
guidance documents: 
� Introduction to being a party 

treasurer 
� Donations to political parties 
� Loans to political parties 
� Permissibility checks for political 

parties 

 

Useful forms: 
RP10: Quarterly donation return by a 
political party 
RP10B: Quarterly return of regulated 
transactions or loans 
Statement of accounts template 



 

 

Statement of accounts and 
quarterly reports 
Parties must submit an annual statement of 
accounts to us each year.   
 
Parties must also submit quarterly donations 
and loans reports to us every quarter.  
 
Please take a look at the enclosed calendar 
which has all the reporting dates you will 
need to help you comply with these reporting 
deadlines  
 
More information can be found in this 
guidance document: 
� Accounts for party treasurers 

 
 

Changes to registered party 
details for the party or officers 
As the central party treasurer, you must tell 
us when any of the following are changed:  
� the name or address of any party officer 

who is registered with us, including any 
accounting unit officers  

� your constitution or financial scheme 
� the address of the party’s headquarters 

or any accounting unit  
� the name of any accounting unit  

 

 
 
You will need to contact us if you want to 
change your party name, description or 
emblems. There is a £25 fee for such an 
application 

 

 

Annual renewal of party 
details 
Every year you must confirm to us that your 
party details are correct and up to date along 
with a £25 fee. The deadline for this is usually 
31 October which is 3 months before the end 
of you financial year 
 
If you do not confirm your details we are 
required to remove your party from the 
register. 
 
More information can be found in this 
guidance document: 
� Overview of maintaining party details 
 
 

  
 

Contact details 
You can contact us on one of the phone 
numbers or email addresses below.  
 
England:  
0333 103 1928  
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk   
 
Scotland:  
0333 103 1928  
infoscotland@electoralcommission.org.uk   
 
Wales: 
0333 103 1928  
infowales@electoralcommission.org.uk    
 
Northern Ireland:  
028 9089 4020 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org
.uk  
 
Visit us at www.electoralcommission.org.uk  

Useful forms:  
RP3: Notification of change of 
registered details 
 
RP4: Application to register a 
replacement party officer 

Useful forms: 
RP8 Confirmation of registered detail of 
a political party 















































 

Meeting with The Brexit Party 

Wednesday 15 May 2019 

Electoral Commission attendees 

Dan Adamson 

 

 

 

The Electoral Commission (EC) met with representatives from The Brexit Party (“The 
Party”) responsible for compliance, including the registered treasurer. 

Internal processes 

The Brexit Party outlined the internal processes that are currently in place to ensure that 
they are able to comply with the rules relating to political finance. The Party explained that 
a purchase order system (no expenditure without a purchase order) and related 
accounting systems are in place to ensure effective controls of all expenditure. 

The Party confirmed that, as it does not have a branch structure nor any accounting units, 
that all spending is authorised centrally. The Party demonstrated a clear understanding of 
the authorisation rules relating to campaign expenditure and explained that the 
centralisation of Party finances ensures that they are able to comply with these rules. 

The Party explained that its treasury team consist of four qualified accountants. The team 
also includes members with knowledge and experience of the Political Parties and 
Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) and experience of the relevant rules relating to 
campaign expenditure.  

The constitution 

The Party constitution was discussed as it is currently being redrafted. The EC noted that 
documents such as Party constitutions are subject to the FOI act. 

The Party queried whether this was in fact the case. The EC highlighted that the 
Information Commissioners Office (ICO) had previously provided advice confirming that 
Party constitutions are subject to FOI. It was however acknowledged that this advice was 
given prior to the General Data Protection Regulation 2018 (GDPR) coming into effect. 

The Brexit Party noted that they will raise the issue of whether Party constitutions are 
subject to FOI when they meet with the ICO.  

Processing donations 

The Party confirmed that they have systems in place to record donor details so that, 
where necessary, permissibility can be checked. They also showed a good understanding 
of the aggregation rules and explained that they have systems in place which highlight 
when multiple donations have been received from the same source even when different 
email addresses are used. 



 
The Party explained that some small sums of money, below the £500 threshold, donated 
by the same person have already been identified. However, none of the amounts, even 
when combined, have gone about the £500 threshold. Due to the small size of these 
donations, the Party do not have reason to believe that any of these duplicate donors 
were intending to evade the rules. The Party was however able to demonstrate their 
understanding of the need, set out in EC guidance, to be alive to multiple small donations 
being used as a way to seek to circumvent the controls.  

The Party offered an invitation to the EC to audit the Party’s accounts and processes. 

The Party also noted, though not a matter for the EC directly, its awareness of money 
laundering law and that it was aware of the need to monitor donations in that respect. 

The Party confirmed that the quarter one donation report was accurate and that the large 
donations subsequently mentioned in public were not accepted during the quarter 1 
period. The Party confirmed that the quarter 2 report is likely to include a higher number of 
reportable donations. 

The EC indicated that, from the information provided in this meeting, it was satisfied that 
the Party is aware of, and has systems in place to comply with, the PPERA controls 
discussed.  

Data handling 

The Party advised that the team includes staff skilled in data handling and analysis. The 
Party showed knowledge of the GDPR and explained that they have processes in place to 
ensure that sensitive data is secure. For example, to avoid the need to hold electoral 
registers on internal databases, the party has outsourced certain areas of work. 

Questions from the Party 

1. How should by-election spend be reported? 

The EC explained that by-election campaign spend will be either party or candidate. There 
are no specific requirements for parties to report their spending at a by-election if it occurs 
outside the regulated period for any other relevant election. However, where the party 
spending occurs during a regulated period (e.g. for the European Parliamentary elections 
(EPE)), all of the party expenditure must be reported on the EPE spending return. 

2. The Party is currently recruiting candidates for a future General election, are the 
associated costs reportable on the EPE return? 

The EC explained that the answer to this question would depend on the particular 
activities that are going on to recruit candidates.  

Action: EC to respond fully to both questions in writing following the meeting.  
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Mark Reckless, AM 

Leader, Brexit Party 

National Assembly for Wales 

29 May 2019 

Dear Mr. Reckless, 

Please accept my congratulations on being named leader of the Brexit Party group at the 

National Assembly for Wales – I wanted to take this opportunity to inform you about our 

current programme of work, and ask for representation from your group on two 

Commission Boards. 

In Wales, we have worked closely with the Assembly Commission and with Welsh 

Government on their respective programmes of electoral reform over the last 18 months.  

Most recently we provided written and oral evidence to various Committees scrutinising 

the Senedd and Elections (Wales) Bill, including our views on relevant provisions such as 

Votes at 16 and the Commission’s future accountability to the National Assembly for 

Wales, for its work relating to Welsh elections.  

We are also in the process of changing the way we present guidance, we are currently 

consulting on Codes of Practice for UK Parliamentary elections that will sit alongside our 

guidance and provide further clarity around some of the more complex spending rules. We 

will be drafting and consulting on Codes for elections in Wales in the near future.  

The Commission has also established the Wales Advisory Board which met for the first 

time in 2018. The Board, comprised of elected members of the National Assembly for 

Wales, is a forum for the Commission to communicate its programme of work, and to 

ensure that the views of Assembly Members are formally considered. 

The Board meets twice a year in Tŷ Hywel, after Plenary. I attach the Terms of Reference 

agreed at the first meeting for information. We would like you to nominate an Assembly 

Member from your group, to represent the Brexit Party at future meetings. 

We also have a long established group called the Assembly Parties panel (APP), which is 

comprised of chief executives, deputy chief executives and campaign managers, for the 

parties that are represented in the National Assembly for Wales. We would also ask you 

to nominate a suitable official to attend future APP meetings. These meetings are held 3-4 

times per year. 





 

 

  

 
Terms of Reference:  
Wales Advisory Board 
 

Objectives 
 
1. To ensure that elected members at the National Assembly for Wales are     
aware of the Commission’s work  
 
2. To allow elected members the opportunity to provide an opinion on the 
Commission’s programme of work which is then fed to the Commission’s Board via 
the Electoral Commissioner for Wales 
 
3. To establish a permanent advisory link between the Commission and 
members of the National Assembly for Wales 
 

Membership 
 
4. The Electoral Commissioner, Wales   
 
5. A nominated Member from those parties represented by three or more sitting 
AMs in the current National Assembly for Wales. 
 
6. Representative of the Assembly Commission  
 
7. A substitute representative may attend if the appointed representative is 
unable to  
 
8. Each party shall notify the names of its appointed and substitute 
representatives to the Secretariat. 
 
9. A member of the Wales Electoral Coordination Board 
 
10. Head of Electoral Commission Wales 
 
11. A nominated member of staff as a record taker 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
Chairing of meetings 
 
12. The Electoral Commissioner, Wales will Chair the meetings 
 
13. The determination by the Chair is final as to the arrangements for meetings, 
agenda items, conduct, proceedings and application of these terms of reference. 

 
Frequency of meetings 
 
14. The Panel will meet between two and three times a year. 
  
15. It is anticipated that the meetings will take place at the National Assembly for 
Wales 
 
Agenda 
 
16. Any member of the Panel may propose agenda items, which are to be   
submitted in writing to the Secretariat no later than two weeks before a Panel 
meeting. The Chair will determine the items for the agenda.  
 
17. On an exception basis, the Chair or parties may request that the Chair, add to 
agenda, items not notified in accordance with the above paragraph, either for 
reasons of urgency or by general consensus of the Panel. 
 
18. The Secretariat will send a bilingual agenda to all Panel members one week 
prior to the meeting.  
 

Other attendees 
 
19. The Commission may ask any member of the Commission’s staff to attend. 
 
20. Subject to prior agreement of the Chair and general consensus of the Panel, 
other guest attendees will also be permitted, some (e.g. Wales Regional Returning 
Officer) on a regular basis. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Procedures 
 
21. The party representatives have the option to meet privately, i.e. without the 
Chair or other Commission representatives, immediately prior to the start of the 
meeting.  
 
22. To the extent that formal voting is necessary, each party shall have one vote 
and decisions shall be made by majority vote. 
 
23. Any proposal during a meeting to suspend or change these terms of reference 
shall be deferred to the following meeting for consideration. 

 

Conduct 
 
24. All discussions and presentations will be conducted with respect and courtesy 
to others. 
 
25. Members shall be aware of their speaking time with consideration given to the 
views of other Panel members.  
 
26. Members shall adhere to all rulings of the Chair.  
 

Secretariat 
 
27. The Commission will provide secretariat support to the Panel.  
 
28. All meetings will be noted by the Secretariat and, once agreed by the Panel at 
the following meeting, circulated to Panel members and all Electoral Commissioners. 
The notes will also be translated and made publicly available on the Commission’s 
website. 
 

 

















Thank you very much for the telephone conversation we had the other week. As discussed, I 
have set out a few matters below, as well as some suggested means of addressing them. 

If you have any questions about anything then please get in touch.

In summary, we would be grateful if you could address the following matters:

1. Provide further information with respect to the party’s proposed constitution

2. Submit a revised form to appoint a deputy treasurer

3. Review and amend the party’s contact details

We would be grateful for a response by 7 June, but please let us know if you require more time 
for this. You can send a revised constitution, as well as signed and scanned forms, by return 
to this email address.

Constitution

Thank you for providing a revised version of your party’s constitution which we received on 05 
April 2019. We apologise for the delayed acknowledgement of this. 

A constitution must, as defined under the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 
2000 (PPERA), determine a party’s structure and organisation accurately. We would be grateful 
if you could clarify a few points in relation to this. Once we have received your clarification we 
will assess the constitution in line with our usual process. 

Registered supporters

The party accepts applications for members of the public to become “registered supporters” 
through its website. However, we have noticed that this is not reflected in the proposed 
constitution. 

So that the constitution reflects the party’s structure as accurately as possible, we suggest 
that the constitution outlines this provision. In particular, it may be helpful to describe how a 
person can become a “registered supporter”. It may also be helpful to describe any rights a 
supporter has (if they have any) within the party e.g. voting rights.

Party membership
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Further to the email chain below, I would be delighted to add you to the invite list for meetings of 
the Assembly Parties Panel. The panel meets 3-4 times per year, and is made up of Chief 
Executives, and campaigns managers of the political parties represented at the Assembly. The 
next meeting of the APP will be taking place on Monday 24 June at 2:30pm. Please can you let 
me know your availability for this meeting? The agenda and supporting documents will follow next 
week. 
 
We have also invited Mark to nominate an AM to attend meetings of the Wales Advisory Board. 
These meetings take place every six months, and is comprised of elected members. The next 
Advisory Board meeting will be taking place after plenary on Wednesday 10 July. Please could 
you confirm which Assembly Member has been nominated to attend on behalf of the Brexit Party? 
I will then get the invite and agenda sent out to the relevant AM. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

 
Y Comisiwn Etholiadol, Cymru | The Electoral Commission, Wales 

 
comisiwnetholiadol.org.uk | electoralcommission.org.uk 
 

Siaradwch gyda ni yn Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg 
Talk to us in Welsh or English 

 

From: Reckless, Mark (Aelod Cynulliad | Assembly Member) @assembly.wales>  
Sent: 07 June 2019 19:39 
To: @electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Cc:  

assembly.wales>;  
Subject: Re: Wales Advisory Board 
 
I authorise my assistant  to attend on behalf of the Brexit Party in Wales. 

Mark Reckless 
 
On 6 Jun 2019, at 10:20, @electoralcommission.org.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Reckless, AM 
 
As per my recent correspondence, please find below the email which we have sent 
out this morning to the current members of the Wales Advisory Board. 
 
Please could you nominate an AM to attend this meeting on behalf of the Brexit 
Party, I will ensure the agenda and supporting documents are sent to the Member? 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

From:   
Sent: 06 June 2019 10:10 
To: @electoralcommission.org.uk> 
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Subject: Wales Advisory Board 
Importance: High 
 
Annwyl Aelod Cynulliad, 
 
Rydym wrthi'n trefnu cyfarfod nesaf o Fwrdd Cynghori Cymru. 
 
Y dyddiad ar gyfer y cyfarfod yw dydd Mercher 10 Gorffennaf, i'w gynnal ar ôl y 
cyfarfod llawn, yn Ystafell Bwyllgor 4. 
 
A allwch gadarnhau eich bod ar gael ar gyfer y cyfarfod? 
 
Bydd yr agenda a'r papurau ategol yn dilyn. 
 
Cofion cynnes 

 
 
Dear Assembly Member, 
 
We are in the process of arranging the next meeting of the Wales Advisory Board. 
 
The proposed date for the meeting is Wednesday 10 July, to take place after plenary 
in Committee Room 4. 
 
Please can you confirm your availability for the meeting? 
 
Agenda and supporting papers will follow. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

 
 

 
Y Comisiwn Etholiadol, Cymru | The Electoral Commission, Wales 

 
comisiwnetholiadol.org.uk | electoralcommission.org.uk 
 

Siaradwch gyda ni yn Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg 
Talk to us in Welsh or English 

 



 

 

  

 
Draft Terms of Reference:  
Wales Advisory Board 
 

Objectives 
 
1. To ensure that elected members at the National Assembly for Wales are     
aware of the Commission’s work  
 
2. To allow elected members the opportunity to provide an opinion on the 
Commission’s programme of work which is then fed to the Commission’s Board via 
the Electoral Commissioner for Wales 
 
3. To establish a permanent advisory link between the Commission and 
members of the National Assembly for Wales 
 

Membership 
 
4. The Electoral Commissioner, Wales   
 
5. A nominated Member from those parties represented by three or more sitting 
AMs in the current National Assembly for Wales. 
 
6. Representative of the Assembly Commission  
 
7. A substitute representative may attend if the appointed representative is 
unable to  
 
8. Each party shall notify the names of its appointed and substitute 
representatives to the Secretariat. 
 
9. A member of the Wales Electoral Coordination Board 
 
10. Head of Electoral Commission Wales 
 
11. A nominated member of staff as a record taker 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
Chairing of meetings 
 
12. The Electoral Commissioner, Wales will Chair the meetings 
 
13. The determination by the Chair is final as to the arrangements for meetings, 
agenda items, conduct, proceedings and application of these terms of reference. 

 
Frequency of meetings 
 
14. The Panel will meet between two and three times a year. 
  
15. It is anticipated that the meetings will take place at the National Assembly for 
Wales 
 
Agenda 
 
16. Any member of the Panel may propose agenda items, which are to be   
submitted in writing to the Secretariat no later than two weeks before a Panel 
meeting. The Chair will determine the items for the agenda.  
 
17. On an exception basis, the Chair or parties may request that the Chair, add to 
agenda, items not notified in accordance with the above paragraph, either for 
reasons of urgency or by general consensus of the Panel. 
 
18. The Secretariat will send a bilingual agenda to all Panel members one week 
prior to the meeting.  
 

Other attendees 
 
19. The Commission may ask any member of the Commission’s staff to attend. 
 
20. Subject to prior agreement of the Chair and general consensus of the Panel, 
other guest attendees will also be permitted, some (e.g. Wales Regional Returning 
Officer) on a regular basis. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Procedures 
 
21. The party representatives have the option to meet privately, i.e. without the 
Chair or other Commission representatives, immediately prior to the start of the 
meeting.  
 
22. To the extent that formal voting is necessary, each party shall have one vote 
and decisions shall be made by majority vote. 
 
23. Any proposal during a meeting to suspend or change these terms of reference 
shall be deferred to the following meeting for consideration. 

 

Conduct 
 
24. All discussions and presentations will be conducted with respect and courtesy 
to others. 
 
25. Members shall be aware of their speaking time with consideration given to the 
views of other Panel members.  
 
26. Members shall adhere to all rulings of the Chair.  
 

Secretariat 
 
27. The Commission will provide secretariat support to the Panel.  
 
28. All meetings will be noted by the Secretariat and, once agreed by the Panel at 
the following meeting, circulated to Panel members and all Electoral Commissioners. 
The notes will also be translated and made publicly available on the Commission’s 
website. 
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From:
Sent: 12 June 2019 11:27
To: @assembly.wales'
Subject: Wales Advisory Board
Attachments: Wales Advisory Board Terms of Reference.pdf

Importance: High

Dear David Rowlands AM, 
 
We recently wrote to Mark Reckless regarding the Wales Advisory Board, which is comprised of 
elected members that are represented at the Assembly, and Mr Reckless has nominated you to 
attend on behalf of the Brexit Party. 
 
The Electoral Commission established the Wales Advisory Board in 2018, and is a forum for the 
Commission to communicate its programme of work, and to ensure that the views of Assembly 
Members are formally considered.  
 
The Board meets twice a year in Tŷ Hywel after Plenary, and I have attached the Terms of 
Reference agreed at the first meeting for your information. 
 
The next meeting of the Wales Advisory Board will be taking place on Wednesday 10 July after 
plenary in Committee room 4. Please can you confirm that you will be able to attend? 
 
I will forward the agenda and supporting documents prior to the meeting. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

 
Y Comisiwn Etholiadol, Cymru | The Electoral Commission, Wales 

 
comisiwnetholiadol.org.uk | electoralcommission.org.uk 
 

Siaradwch gyda ni yn Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg 
Talk to us in Welsh or English 

 
 

From:   
Sent: 11 June 2019 17:34 
To:   
Subject: RE: Wales Advisory Board and Assembly Parties Panel 
 
Dear   
 
I will be available for that meeting, and we are nominating David Rowlands for the Wales Advisory Panel.  
 
Kind regards,  
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@assembly.wales>;  
Subject: Re: Wales Advisory Board 
 
I authorise my assistant  to attend on behalf of the Brexit Party in Wales. 

Mark Reckless 
 
On 6 Jun 2019, at 10:20, @electoralcommission.org.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Reckless, AM 
 
As per my recent correspondence, please find below the email which we have sent 
out this morning to the current members of the Wales Advisory Board. 
 
Please could you nominate an AM to attend this meeting on behalf of the Brexit 
Party, I will ensure the agenda and supporting documents are sent to the Member? 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

From:   
Sent: 06 June 2019 10:10 
To: @electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Subject: Wales Advisory Board 
Importance: High 
 
Annwyl Aelod Cynulliad, 
 
Rydym wrthi'n trefnu cyfarfod nesaf o Fwrdd Cynghori Cymru. 
 
Y dyddiad ar gyfer y cyfarfod yw dydd Mercher 10 Gorffennaf, i'w gynnal ar ôl y 
cyfarfod llawn, yn Ystafell Bwyllgor 4. 
 
A allwch gadarnhau eich bod ar gael ar gyfer y cyfarfod? 
 
Bydd yr agenda a'r papurau ategol yn dilyn. 
 
Cofion cynnes 

 
 
Dear Assembly Member, 
 
We are in the process of arranging the next meeting of the Wales Advisory Board. 
 
The proposed date for the meeting is Wednesday 10 July, to take place after plenary 
in Committee Room 4. 
 
Please can you confirm your availability for the meeting? 
 
Agenda and supporting papers will follow. 
 
Kind regards, 
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