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Dear ,
 

 
Our Ref: FOI 167/16

 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 dated 19
December 2016.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:
 
It was reported in the press in February 2016 that the Conservative party
was alleged to have violated election rules in spending at the General
Election. The reports mentioned that the Electoral Commission had
launched an inquiry into this matter. The item was the subject of an
investigation by Channel 4 News.
 
It is now ten months since this was reported, and I have not seen or heard
anything on this subject since that time.
 
I wish to know what has happened to this inquiry. Has it finished ? Have any
conclusions been reached ? If so, have these conclusions been published,
and what are the conclusions ? If no conclusions have been reached, why
not ?
 
Our response is as follows:
 
We hold the information you have requested. Our investigation in respect of the
Conservative and Unionist Party’s 2015 UK parliamentary general election
spending return is ongoing. In line with our published Enforcement Policy, we do
not comment on investigations that are ongoing.
 
We do, however, publish the outcome of all our investigations. The outcome of this
investigation will therefore be published in due course. You will be able to find it on
our website here. 
 
The time taken to complete an investigation varies on a case by case basis. We
recognise that it is important to conclude investigations as quickly as possible.
This is both in the public interest and in the interests of justice for those involved.
However, our first priority is always to conduct a fair and thorough investigation,
and this will take priority over speed where the two conflict.
 



I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an
open, transparent authority.
 
If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission
operates a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission
website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-
information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
 
Yours sincerely
 
 
 
 

Information Officer
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
Tel: 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk
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You can now register to vote online
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