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Our Ref: FOI 27/17
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 27 March 2017.
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the
statutory timeframe of twenty working days
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
You have requested:
What correspondence was exchanged between the EC Director and central government
ministers and officials concerning the Tower Hamlets Together application?
Our response is as follows:
We hold the information you have requested.
1) Letter from Chris Skidmore MP, Minister for the Constitution on 3 February 2017 regarding
application from Tower Hamlets Together to register a political party.
2) Letter from Sir John Holmes to Chris Skidmore MP, Minister for the Constitution on 9 February
2017 acknowledging the Minister’s letter.
3) Email from Craig Westwood to a Cabinet Office official on 9 February 2017 sharing Sir John
Holmes letter for information.
4) Letter from Bob Posner, Director of Political Finance and Regulation & Legal Counsel to Chris
Skidmore MP, Minister for the Constitution on 23 February informing him of the Commission’s
decision to reject the application from Tower Hamlets Together to register a political party.
I trust that this information satisfies your request.
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If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-make-anfoi-request
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you
remain unsatisfied, you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this
procedure can be found on the ICO website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
Yours sincerely,

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
electoralcommission.org.uk
yourvotematters.co.uk

Twitter | Facebook | Blog
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Letter from Sir John Holmes, Electoral Commission CCM:0274964
HolmesJ-to-SkidmoreC-Tower-Hamlets-Together-09-02-2017.pdf

Dear Private Office,
Please find attached a letter from Sir John Holmes, Chair of the Electoral Commission, in
response to Mr Skidmore’s correspondence of 2 February regarding party registration.
Please also note that this has been copied to the office of the Minister for Local Government
for his information.
Best wishes,

Senior Communications Officer
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
Tel:
www.electoralcommission.org.uk
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk
Putting voters first

You can now register to vote online
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog
We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English
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Correspondence from the Electoral Commission - party registration application
decision
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Dear Mr Skidmore,
Please find attached correspondence from the Electoral Commission’s Director of Political
Finance and Regulation & Legal Counsel. This relates to the outcome of the Commission’s
decision into an application to register a political party called Tower Hamlets Together (THT).
Kind regards,

Press and Public Affairs Manager
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
Tel:
www.electoralcommission.org.uk
Press office: 020 7271 0704
Out of office hours: 07789 920 414
You can now register to vote online
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog



Chris Skidmore MP
Parliamentary Secretary (Minister for the Constitution)
Cabinet Office
London
SW1A 2AS

23 February 2017

Dear Mr Skidmore
Political party application to register with the Electoral Commission
Following a letter from the Chair of the Electoral Commission, Sir John Holmes, to you
on 9 February, I am writing to inform you of the outcome of our decision into an
application to register a political party called Tower Hamlets Together (THT).
The application has been rejected.
The basis of the Commission’s decision is that the applied-for party name did not meet
the statutory tests set out in the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000
(PPERA). Specifically, the Commission is of the opinion that if the party name appeared
on a ballot paper, an elector is likely to think they are voting for, or a party connected to
or endorsed by, Tower Hamlets Together, which is the name of a partnership of local
health and social care organisations in Tower Hamlets.
As the party name did not meet the statutory tests set out in PPERA, the party’s
application must be rejected. It was not necessary for the Commission to assess,
pursuant to section 26 of PPERA, whether or not the party had a satisfactory financial
scheme.
The outcome of our decision has been published on our website. It is open for the party
to submit a new application to be registered. The details of any new application will be

The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Your vote matters
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament

Tel: 020 7271 0500
Fax: 020 7271 0505
info@electoralcommission.org.uk
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

published on our website in line with our usual processes and will be assessed to
determine whether it meets the statutory requirements for registration as set out in
PPERA.
I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate that the Electoral Commission is ready to
engage with your officials on how changes to legislation identified by the Commission in
2013 and 2014 could be implemented in order to improve the system for registering
political parties.
I hope this information is useful. If you have any further queries, please contact
in our Public Affairs team on
or

Yours sincerely

Bob Posner
Director of Political Finance and Regulation & Legal Counsel
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