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Dear ,
 

Our Ref: FOI 39/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 19 April 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly, and has done so within the
statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:
 
* Please provide copies of all reviews/assessments made in relation to the risk of fraud in the 2017
General Election.

* Please provide copies of all policy documents in relation to preventing fraud in the 2017 General
Election.

If no such policy documents exist, please disclose the measures taken and to be taken by the
commission to prevent fraud in the referendum.
 
Our response is as follows:
 
We hold some information relevant to your request, which is set out below.
 
Reviews/assessments made in relation to the risk of fraud in the 2017 General Election
 
The Commission takes the risk of electoral fraud, and the perception of electoral fraud, seriously, and we
keep both general and specific risks under regular review.
 
We published a review of electoral fraud vulnerabilities in January 2014 which set out our assessment of
key risk areas, and our report is available on our website at http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-
information-by-subject/electoral-fraud/electoral-fraud-vulnerabilities-review?a=164609. We also submitted
written evidence to Sir Eric Pickles’ 2015 review of electoral fraud
(http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-information-by-subject/electoral-fraud/electoral-fraud-
vulnerabilities-review?a=193182) and published a response to his recommendations in October 2016
(http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/216294/Analysis-of-
recommendations-from-Pickles-fraud-review.pdf).
 
We have also published data about cases of alleged electoral fraud which have been reported to police
forces in previous years, which we analyse to identify any trends or issues. Our most recent analysis,
covering allegations reported during 2016, was published on our website in March
(http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-information-by-subject/electoral-fraud/data-and-analysis).
 
Following the announcement by the Prime Minister on Tuesday 18 April that she intended to seek
Parliamentary approval for a UK parliamentary general election to be held on 8 June, we will continue to
update and revise our assessments in order to identify what support and monitoring activities are required
ahead of polling day.
 
Copies of all policy documents in relation to preventing fraud in the 2017 General Election
 
The Commission publishes a range of guidance and resources to assist Returning Officers in running
elections, including advice on issues related to the integrity of elections. The specific guidance relating to
Parliamentary General Elections is available on our website at http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-
am-a/electoral-administrator/uk-parliamentary-elections.
 
We also encourage and help to facilitate close working relationships between local authorities and the
police, to ensure potential electoral fraud is identified and dealt with as quickly and appropriately as
possible.
 
We have a close working relationship with the police and Crown Prosecution Service (and the Crown
Office/Procurator Fiscal in Scotland and Northern Ireland).
 
At a strategic level we meet regularly with the National Police Chiefs’ Council, and we provide input to



training material on the College of Policing website relating to electoral fraud
(https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/policing-elections/?s=) and electoral offences generally.
We also host, jointly with the NPCC, an annual training seminar on electoral fraud offences for specialist
police officers across the UK, as well as supporting additional training in Scotland and Wales if requested.
 
At an operational level we have specific experienced staff at the Commission acting as points of contact
for police enquiries, and equivalent single points of contact within each police force. We provide general
advice and support where requested, although advice on specific allegations and investigations is of
course the sole preserve of the prosecuting authorities. We also produce and issue to police forces copies
of a pocket guide for officers on duty during an election
(http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0004/196843/PPG 2016 English WEB.pdf).
We also provide advice and input where requested to policing plans for specific elections.
 
We have worked with political parties to develop and agree a Code of Conduct for Campaigners (available
on our website at http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/179741/Code-of-
conduct-for-campaigners-2015.pdf) which provides a guide for campaigners, electoral administrators and
police forces to what is, and is not, considered acceptable behaviour at polling stations and in the
community during the lead-up to polling day. This includes guidance about acceptable campaign activity
near to polling stations. The Code does not have a statutory basis, but we expect all campaigners to
comply with its provisions, and we will monitor and follow up any concerns about possible breaches of the
Code with specific campaigners to ensure breaches are emailed and do not happen again.
 
Building on the success of our joint work in 2015 and 2016, the Commission will be working in partnership
with Crimestoppers in advance of the 2017 General Election on a national campaign ‘Don’t stand for
electoral fraud’ (see https://crimestoppers-uk.org/get-involved/our-campaigns/national-
campaigns/electoral-fraud/). The main objective of the campaign is to raise awareness of the option for
members of the public to report concerns about electoral fraud to the police without disclosing their
identity. Work will also be concentrated in the areas where there may be a higher risk of allegations of
electoral fraud being reported.
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. If you are not satisfied with this response, please note
that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission
website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-
make-an-foi-request
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you are still
not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can
be found on the ICO website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ 
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