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Dear 
 

Our Ref: FOI 41/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 21 April 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:
 
please provide the documentation which would permit a candidate currently
being investigated for fraudulent election expenses returns to stand for
election in the May 2017 General Election.
 
Our response is as follows:
 
The qualifications and disqualifications which apply to people wishing to stand for
election to the UK Parliament are set out in legislation. In particular, with regards to
disqualifications, they are mostly set out in the House of Commons Disqualification
Act 1975 (as amended), the Representation of the People Act 1981 and the
Representation of the People Act 1983 and the Insolvency Act 2012.
 
We have published guidance on qualifications and disqualifications for people
considering standing for election as a Member of Parliament, which is available on
our website at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0019/173017/UKPGE-
Part-1-Can-you-stand-for-election.pdf
 
Please note in particular the guidance at paragraphs 1.10 to 1.12:
 

1.10 You are disqualified under the Representation of the People Act 1981 if
you have been convicted of an offence and have been sentenced to be
imprisoned or detained for more than a year and are detained anywhere in
the UK, the Republic of Ireland, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man, or are
unlawfully at large.

1.11 The nomination of a person disqualified on this basis is void, and the
(Acting) Returning Officer will reject their nomination paper.

1.12 You are also disqualified under the Representation of the People Act
1983 (as amended), if you have been convicted or have been reported guilty
of a corrupt or illegal electoral practice or of an offence relating to donations.
The disqualification for an illegal practice begins from the date a person has
been reported guilty by an election court or convicted and lasts for three
years. The disqualification for a corrupt practice begins from the date a
person has been reported guilty by an election court or convicted and lasts for



five years.
 
The full range of disqualifications is complex and if you are in any doubt about
whether you are disqualified, if necessary, take your own independent legal advice.
The Electoral Commission, or the (Acting) Returning Officer, are not be able to
confirm whether or not you are disqualified.
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission
operates a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission
website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-
information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ 
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