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Dear ,
 

Our Ref: FOI 55/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 8 May 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:
 
I understand that nearly 1m people who had previously failed to register to
vote as required by law have come forward and registered. since the general
election was announced. This surge of registrations brings with it extra
costs. Are these people to be prosecuted for failing to register on time and if
not, why not? As the Government took the trouble to enact the law so that
penalties could be levied on those who fail to comply, surely there is a
responsibility to uphold the law.
 
 
We hold some information relevant to your request.
 
The deadline for applying to be registered to vote at the 8 June 2017 UK
Parliamentary general election is midnight on Monday 22 May, and it is entirely
legal and appropriate for people to apply to be registered at any point up to this
deadline.
 
Since the Prime Minister announced her intention to call an early election on 18
April, more than 1,160,000 people have applied to register using the online service
or by submitting a paper form. You can monitor data on the number of applications
which have been submitted on the UK Government dashboard at:
https://www.gov.uk/performance/register-to-vote/registrations-breakdown
 
You may be aware that Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) are required to
carry out a canvass of properties in the area for which they are responsible,
usually between July and November each year. Each property is sent a
Household Enquiry Form (HEF), requesting information about residents in order to
enable EROs to invite any eligible people to apply to register to vote.
 
By law a person who has received a HEF must provide the information that it
requires to the ERO, but there is no requirement for the form itself to be returned.
This includes where there are changes to the information pre-printed on the HEF
or new information is being provided.
 
Where a response is not received within a reasonable time of sending the form, a
second form must be sent.  If no response is received to the second form within a
reasonable time period, a third form must be sent. If no response is received to the



third form, a visit must be made to obtain the information, if a visit has not already
been made. There is a criminal penalty of a fine up to a maximum of £1,000 for
failing to provide the information required by the HEF to the ERO.
 
If, after having issued an invitation to register (ITR) to a potentially eligible person,
an ERO has not received an application after a reasonable time after the third
invitation to register has been given, and they have made a personal visit at least
once to encourage an application, they may require the person to submit an
application to register by a specified date. This must be done on a written notice.
The ERO may impose a civil penalty of £80 if the person then fails to make an
application in response to the requirement to register.
 
It would be for each ERO to decide whether to bring proceedings or impose the
civil penalty in relation to individual circumstances.
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. If you are not satisfied with this
response, please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details
of which can be found on the Commission website at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-
requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
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