
From: FOI
To:
Bcc: FOI
Subject: FOI 57/17 Correspondence Postal Votes Peterborough no 2
Date: 09 June 2017 15:09:44
Attachments: Home Secretary Letter to EC Postal Votes Redacted response attachment.pdf

Dear ,
 

Our Ref: FOI 57/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 11 May 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and [has
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:
 
Newsnight understand that the Home Secretary Amber Rudd has written to
the electoral commission about claims of postal votes been stolen from
South Asian women. The Home Secretary has written to the commission on
what they can do & of addressing this issue. The letter was sent just before
May 2nd Purdah period 2017.
 
(1) Could the Electoral commission please provide Newsnight a copy of that
letter written by the Home Secretary to the electoral commission.
 
Our response is as follows:
 
We hold the information you have requested. Please find a redacted copy of the
letter attached.  The only redactions are those that are personal data under
section 40(2) of the FOIA, this includes names and signatures.
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission
operates a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission
website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-
information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request

 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser



The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk
electoralcommission.org.uk
yourvotematters.co.uk
 
Twitter | Facebook | Blog
 



 

 
 

  Home Secretary 
 

   
2 Marsham Street 
London SW1P 4DF 
www.gov.uk/home-office 
 

 
 
Sir John Holmes, 
Chair,  
Electoral Commission  
3 Bunhill Row London  
EC1Y 8YZ  
 
 
 

27 April 2017  
 
 

Dear Sir John,  
 
Re: Election Fraud  
 
I am writing following a meeting that I had with Stewart Jackson MP and three of his 
constituents last week to discuss the issue of postal vote fraud with women of Pakistani 
heritage in Peterborough.  
 
At this meeting Stewart’s constituents told me of their own personal experience of 
exploitation of the postal vote in Peterborough in the Pakistani community. I undertook at 
this meeting to write to you to pass on their concerns and seek reassurance that this 
matter is being dealt with by the relevant authorities.  
 
These women were very brave in coming to me to tell their story, and to express the deep 
personal effect that their experience had had on them. They rightly told me that voter fraud 
can be used to not just disenfranchise individuals, but it can be used to disenfranchise and 
disempower vulnerable groups in society.  
 
I know that officials at the Electoral Commission have already engaged in this issue and 
that the Returning Officer in Peterborough has already taken steps to address this issue.  
 
I also understand that the Electoral Commission has no power to investigate electoral 
fraud and that your office has kindly provided the contact detail for Detective Sergeant 

who can investigate allegations of postal vote fraud in Peterborough. My 
office has spoken to him and understands that he is aware of these issues and 
preparations are underway ahead of the forthcoming election. I have copied Detective 
Sergeant into this letter.  
 






