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Dear ,
 
 

Our Ref: FOI 73/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 27 May 2017, received by
the Commission on 30 May 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so
within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:
 
Vote Categories used in the Electoral Commission's Own Voting COUNT MODEL
which was to Regulate Electoral Fraud at the 7 May 2015 General Election
 

1)            In The Voting COUNT MODEL  Used By The UK Electoral Commission, And
2)            Which Was Used To Regulate Electoral Fraud At The UK 7 May 2015

General Election
3)            How Many Vote CATEGORIES  Were There?
4)            And Please Would You LIST And Name Them?
5)            And Please Would You Identify The Source Of The Voting COUNT MODEL

CATEGORIES ?
6)            And Please Would You Identify The Author Of The Voting COUNT MODEL?

 
Our response is as follows:
 
We hold some information which is relevant to your request.

As background, it may be helpful to explain that votes cast at the May 2015 UK
Parliamentary general election were required to be counted by Returning Officers
appointed by legislation for each constituency. You can find out more about how
Returning Officers are appointed in guidance  that the Electoral Commission has
published at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/175365/UKPE-Part-
A-Returning-Officer-role-and-responsibilities.pdf (see Chapter 3 Roles and
responsibilities). The Electoral Commission was not responsible for counting votes at the
2015 UK general election, or any other UK election.
 
Returning Officers were required to count the votes cast at the election in accordance with
the Parliamentary Elections Rules set out in Schedule 1 to the Representation of the
People Act 1983 (http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1983/2/schedule/1). The statutory
procedure for counting votes, including dealing with rejected ballot papers, is set out in
Rules 45-49 of the Parliamentary Elections Rules.
 
Rule 50 of the Parliamentary Elections Rules requires each Returning Officer, at the
conclusion of the count, to give public notice of “the total number of votes given for each
candidate together with the number of rejected ballot papers under each head shown in
the statement of rejected ballot papers”.
 
The statement of reject ballot papers is required to be completed by the Returning Officer



under Rule 47 of the Parliamentary Elections Rules, and by law must show the number of
ballot papers rejected under the following categories:
 

(a) want of official mark;

(b) voting for more than one candidate;

(c) writing or mark by which voter could be identified;

(d) unmarked or void for uncertainty.
 
To support and assist Returning Officers, the Electoral Commission publishes guidance
about all aspects of electoral administration and the law relating to the administration of
elections.
 
Part E of our guidance for Returning Officers at a UK Parliamentary general election,
which deals with verifying and counting the votes, is published online at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/175389/UKPE-Part-
E-Verifying-and-counting-the-votes.pdf. Chapter 6 provides guidance specifically on the
count.
 
We have also made available more detailed advice and supporting materials for Returning
Officers and electoral administrators, including Planning for an effective verification and
count: a toolkit for (Acting) Returning Officers which is available online at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0007/175948/Verification-
and-count-resource.doc. Chapter 7 deals with issues relating to the verification of ballot
papers and counting of votes.
 
The Electoral Commission’s guidance and advice is developed by a team which reports to
the Director of Electoral Administration and Guidance, and is informed by advice and
review by the Commission’s legal team. It is also developed in consultation with members
of the Elections, Registration and Referendums Working Group (ERRWG) and the UK
Electoral Coordination and Advisory Board (ECAB) and reflects what we, the ERRWG
and the ECAB believe will support (A)ROs in planning for and delivering an accurate and
timely verification and count, with results that are accepted. 
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a
review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-
I-make-an-foi-request

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures
and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information
Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO website:
http://www.ico.gov.uk
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ 
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