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Dear ,
 

Our Ref: FOI 70/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 21 June 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and [has
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days/ regrets that
on this occasion we have not done so].
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:

This is a request for information about the Electoral Commission’s
investigations of charitable organisations (organisations registered with the
Charity Commission) under the Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party
Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Act 2014.

I am making this request because I believe it is in the public’s interest to
know if any charities are being, or have been investigated under this
legislation, it is not my intention to burden or disrupt your work. I will be
happy to discuss the request verbally and refine it accordingly if you feel it
is formulated unreasonably or it will be impossible to answer. I would
appreciate your prompt contact where you feel this is the case.

The request

1. Please provide the total number of organisations that are currently being
or have been investigated by the Electoral Commission for possible breach
of the Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union
Administration Act 2014 since the regulated period began on the 9th June
2016 until the date when you respond to this request.  For example, a breach
could occur by an organisation exceeding the spending limits on regulated
campaigning activity without registering as a non-party campaigner. 

2. Please provide the total number of complaints/referrals the Electoral
Commission has received to investigate organisations since the regulated
period (defined by the Electoral Commission) began on 9th June 2016.

3. If this information can be released into the public domain, please provide
the names of the organisations from both point 1 & 2 above.

Our response is as follows:
 
We hold the information you have requested which is outlined below.
 
1) For the purposes of dealing with your request we consider a charitable
organisation to be an organisation registered with the Charity Commission for



England and Wales, the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland or the Office of
the Scottish Charity Regulator. Whether or not an organisation is linked to or
closely associated with a charitable organisation is not routinely recorded by the
Commission.
 
However I can confirm that, since 9 June 2016, no charitable organisations have
been, or are, subject to an investigation into any potential breaches of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA), as amended by the
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union
Administration Act 2014.
 
Please note that since 9 June 2016 two investigations concerning three
companies that we are aware are linked to charitable organisations have been
concluded. These companies are Friends of the Earth Limited, Greenpeace
Limited and Hope Not Hate Limited.
 
Information on the outcome of these cases and indeed all other closed cases is
published on our website. You can review the information on closed cases to
identify any other organisations that may be linked to or closely associated with a
charitable organisation.
 
2) We have undertaken a search of Commission records and have not identified
any complaints or referrals made to the Commission calling for any charitable
organisations to be investigated, since the regulated period began on 9 June
2016.
 
In your request you state that the regulated period was defined by the
Commission.  The commencement of the regulated period, in respect of the 2017
UKPGE (held on 8 June 2017) began on 9 June 2016. The commencement date
of a regulated period is specified under Schedule 10 of PPERA.
 
Schedule 10 of PPERA imposes the spending limits in relation to UKPGE’s and
also specifies the time frame for a regulated period. In accordance with Schedule
10 paragraph 3(3)(a) of PPERA the regulated period is defined as the period of
365 days ending with the date of the poll for the election. This is unless a UKPGE
has already been held during this period, in which case the regulated period will
begin with the day after the date of the poll for the earlier election and end on
polling day.
 
3) Please refer to the above.
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an
open, transparent authority. If you are not satisfied with this response, please note
that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which can be found
on the Commission website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-
us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
 
Yours sincerely,
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