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07 October 2016 
 
Dear , 
 

Our Ref: FOI 149/16 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 dated 12 
September 2016 received by the Commission on 13 September 2016 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so 
within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.  
 
You have requested: 
 
Please provide all and any printed informational and/or campaign materials 
circulated by the Electoral Commission for the 2016 English local elections, 
Scottish Parliament election, Welsh Assembly election, Northern Ireland 
Assembly election, Police and Crime Commissioner elections, and Directly 
Elected Mayor elections (excluding any managed by London Elects, i.e. The 
Mayor of London elections), and the EU referendum.  
 
If any of these elections were managed by organisations other than the Electoral 
Commission, please provide details of which elections were managed by whom.  
 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We hold the information you have requested. Please find the complete collection of 
printed information and/or campaign materials circulated by the Electoral Commission 
for the requested elections and referendum enclosed. 
 
The Electoral Commission produced printed versions of the following voter information 

booklets across stated polls: 
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 Scottish Parliament election voting guide 

 The National Assembly for Wales and Police and Crime Commissioner elections 
voting guide 

 The 2016 EU Referendum voting guide (England and Scotland) 

 The 2016 EU Referendum voting guide (Wales) 

 The 2016 EU Referendum voting guide (Northern Ireland) 
 
London Elects also produced a printed booklet in relation to the Mayor of London and 
London Assembly Elections which was distributed to all households in Greater London. 
A digital version of the booklet is available at www.londonelects.org.uk, and London 
Elects can be contacted via email at info@londonelects.org.uk, or via phone on  
020 7983 4444. 
 
Whilst the Electoral Commission was responsible for the management of the EU 
Referendum, all other polls mentioned in your request are managed by the relevant 
local authorities. 
The Commission works to ensure voters know everything they need to know about the 
process of casting their vote. We run campaigns before elections and referendums to 
make sure people are aware of when and how to register to vote, and anything else 
they need to know. 
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an 
open, transparent authority. 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a 
review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-
do-I-make-an-foi-request 
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures 
and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO website: 
http://www.ico.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Communications Officer (Campaigns) 
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What is the referendum about?
On 23 June 2016 there will be a referendum on the United 
Kingdom’s membership of the European Union. 

A referendum asks you to vote on a question. For this referendum 
the question is: Should the United Kingdom remain a member 
of the European Union or leave the European Union? 
You can see how to fill in the ballot paper on page 6.

This booklet explains how you can take part.

Can I vote?
You can vote in this referendum if you are registered to vote in the 
UK, are 18 or over on 23 June 2016 and are:

•  a British or Irish citizen living in the UK, or

•  a Commonwealth citizen living in the UK who has leave to remain 
in the UK or who does not require leave to remain in the UK, or

•  a British citizen living overseas who has been registered to vote 
in the UK in the last 15 years

If you’re not already on the electoral roll, you need to register 
to vote by midnight on 7 June 2016 to vote in the EU 
Referendum. 

You can register online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.

If you don’t have access to the internet, call 0800 3 280 280 for a 
registration form to be sent to you. You will need to complete the 
form and post it to your local electoral registration office to arrive 
by midnight on 7 June 2016.
If you are already registered to vote you will receive a poll card by 
25 May 2016.
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Who has produced this booklet?
This booklet has been produced by the Electoral Commission.

The Electoral Commission is an independent body that works 
across the UK. We have a duty to provide public information about 
voting in the referendum. We monitor how campaigners spend 
money campaigning in the referendum but we do not regulate or 
control what they say in support of their arguments.

Information from lead campaigners
On the next two pages there is information on the main 
arguments for remaining a member or leaving the European 
Union. The content is written by organisations who are 
campaigning either for the UK to remain a member or leave the 
European Union and is printed exactly as it has been provided. 
This content is not written by the Electoral Commission.

Each campaign organisation also has a page on their  
website that gives their view on what will happen after the 
referendum outcome. This information is not from the  
Electoral Commission.

Remain website: www.strongerin.co.uk/voteremain
Leave website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/yourchoice















2

What is the referendum about?
On 23 June 2016 there will be a referendum on the United 
Kingdom’s membership of the European Union.

A referendum asks you to vote on a question. For this referendum 
the question is: Should the United Kingdom remain a member 
of the European Union or leave the European Union? 

This booklet explains how you can take part.

Can I vote?
You can vote in this referendum if you are registered to vote in the 
UK, are 18 or over on 23 June 2016 and are:
• a British or Irish citizen living in the UK, or
• a Commonwealth citizen living in the UK who has leave to remain 

in the UK or who does not require leave to remain in the UK, or
• a British citizen living overseas who has been registered to vote 

in the UK in the last 15 years, or
• an Irish citizen living overseas who was born in Northern Ireland 

and who has been registered to vote in Northern Ireland in the 
last 15 years

If you’re not already on the electoral roll, you need to register to 
vote by 7 June 2016 to vote in the EU Referendum. 

To register you need to download a voter registration form from 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk, complete it and send it to your local 

7 June 2016. If you don’t have 
access to the internet, call 0800 3 280 280 for a registration form to 
be sent to you.
If you are already registered to vote you will receive a poll card by 
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Who has produced this booklet?
This booklet has been produced by the Electoral Commission.

The Electoral Commission is an independent body that works 
across the UK. We have a duty to provide public information about 
voting in the referendum. We monitor how campaigners spend 
money campaigning in the referendum but we do not regulate or 
control what they say in support of their arguments.

Information from lead campaigners
On the next two pages there is information on the main 
arguments for remaining a member or leaving the European 
Union. The content is written by organisations who are 
campaigning either for the UK to remain a member or leave the 
European Union and is printed exactly as it has been provided. 
This content is not written by the Electoral Commission.

Each campaign organisation also has a page on their 
website that gives their view on what will happen after the 
referendum outcome. This information is not from the 
Electoral Commission.

Remain website: www.strongerin.co.uk/voteremain 
Leave website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/yourchoice









Don’t forget to bring a correct form of photo ID. Without it you 
won’t be able to vote. These are:

A UK or Irish passport; photographic UK, Irish or EEA driving 

Smartpass; Electoral Identity Card.

intending to vote.

www.eoni.org.uk or by calling 0800 4320 712.

By post or by proxy 
:

If you will be on holiday, away from home on business or study, or 
have an illness or disability that would prevent you from going to 
the polling station then you can apply to vote by post or proxy. You 
must have a reason for applying for one of these.
To apply to vote by post or by proxy, complete the application form 

3 June 2016
form at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk or by calling 0800 3 280 280.
You will receive your ballot paper by post. You will need to return it 

23 June 2016. Ballot papers cannot be sent to an address outside 
of the UK. 
Your proxy must be aged 18 or over and be a British, Irish or 
Commonwealth citizen. Your proxy will vote on your behalf and 
you will have to tell them how you want to vote.

For more information or a copy of the booklet in alternative 
languages or formats please go to www.aboutmyvote.co.uk
or call 0800 3 280 280.
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What is the referendum about?
On 23 June 2016 there will be a referendum on the United 
Kingdom’s membership of the European Union. 

A referendum asks you to vote on a question. For this referendum 
the question is: 

Should the United Kingdom remain a member of the 
European Union or leave the European Union?
A ddylai’r Deyrnas Unedig aros yn aelod o’r Undeb 
Ewropeaidd neu adael yr Undeb Ewropeaidd?

This booklet explains how you can take part.

Can I vote?
You can vote in this referendum if you are registered to vote in the 
UK, are 18 or over on 23 June 2016 and are:

• a British or Irish citizen living in the UK, or

• a Commonwealth citizen living in the UK who has leave to remain 
in the UK or who does not require leave to remain in the UK, or

• a British citizen living overseas who has been registered to vote 
in the UK in the last 15 years

If you’re not already on the electoral roll, you need to register 
to vote by midnight on 7 June 2016 to vote in the EU 
Referendum. 

You can register online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.
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If you don’t have access to the internet, call 0800 3 280 280 for a 
registration form to be sent to you. You will need to complete the 

by midnight on 7 June 2016.
If you are already registered to vote you will receive a poll card by 

Who has produced this booklet?
This booklet has been produced by the Electoral Commission.

The Electoral Commission is an independent body that works 
across the UK. We have a duty to provide public information about 
voting in the referendum. We monitor how campaigners spend 
money campaigning in the referendum but we do not regulate or 
control what they say in support of their arguments.

Information from lead campaigners
On the next two pages there is information on the main 
arguments for remaining a member or leaving the European 
Union. The content is written by organisations who are 
campaigning either for the UK to remain a member or leave the 
European Union and is printed exactly as it has been provided. 
This content is not written by the Electoral Commission.

Each campaign organisation also has a page on their 
website that gives their view on what will happen after the 
referendum outcome. This information is not from the 
Electoral Commission.

Remain website: www.strongerin.co.uk/voteremain
Leave website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/yourchoice














