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From: FOI
Sent: 15 July 2019 11:42
To:
Subject: FOI 133-19 - Response
Attachments: 2019 European Parliamentary elections -issues log.pdf; Correspondance with 

Sefton.pdf; correspondence with Brighton and Hove re EU citizens_registration.pdf; 
correspondence with Colchester re EU citizens_registration.pdf; Draft WAPP minutes 16 
April 2019.pdf; Draft WEPWG minutes 2019 April _FOI.pdf; Electoral Commission 
Guidance on registering EU citizens (UC1).pdf; E-mail correspondence with Stratford 
on Avon District Council re European citizens.pdf; Email to Scottish EROs re EU Citizens 
and EPEs.pdf; Email to Scottish EROs re EU declaration form.pdf; EU-citizen-European-
Parliament-voter-registration-form-English - atachment from email EU Form.pdf; 
European Union Form English_V06 - attachment from EU Form.pdf; European Union 
Form Welsh V06 - attachment from EU form.pdf; FW Guidance on registering EU 
citizens (UC1) CCM0086680.pdf; Guidance on registering EU citizens.pdf; Lines on EU 
citizens.pdf; RE Electoral Commission Guidance on registering EU citizens (UC1).pdf; RE 
UC1.pdf; Record of correspondence - Redacted.pdf; Record of telephone call re 
distribution of UC1 forms by an ERO.pdf; Telephone call.pdf

Categories:
SharePointLocationUrl:
SharePointAbsoluteFileUrl:

Dear , 
 
Our Ref: FOI-133-19 
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 24/05/2019. 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and regrets that is has not 
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response. 
 
1. Any advice sent to local authorities ahead of the 2019 European elections on the subject of 
registering EU citizens. 
2. Any statistics held by the Electoral Commission on the number of EU citizens using form 
UC1/EC1/UC6 to register for the European Parliament elections 2019 before 23 May. 
3. The number of complaints sent to the Electoral Commission regarding registration form 
UC1/EC1/UC6 a) between 8 April 2019 - 23 May 2019 and b) after 23 May 2019. 
4. Minutes of meetings to discuss the registration of EU citizens for the European Parliament 
elections 2019. 
5. Any documents relating to Electoral Commission plans to publicise EU citizen registration 
form UC1/EC1/UC6 between 8 April 2019 - 23 May 2019. 
6. Correspondence between local authorities and the Electoral Commission regarding the 
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registration of EU citizens for the European Parliament elections 2019 sent between 8 April 
2019 - 23 May 2019. 
7. Details of any promotional materials, digital or printed, to promote knowledge of EU citizen 
registration form UC1/EC1/UC6 ahead of 23 May 2019. 

 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We hold the information you have requested. 
 
1. Any advice sent to local authorities ahead of the 2019 European elections on the subject of 
registering EU citizens; and 6. Correspondence between local authorities and the Electoral 
Commission regarding the registration of EU citizens for the European Parliament elections 
2019 sent between 8 April 2019 - 23 May 2019 
 
I attach several pieces of advice provided to all local authorities in Great Britain on the subject of 
registering EU citizens, and copies of correspondence with a small number of individual local 
authorities. 
 
2. Any statistics held by the Electoral Commission on the number of EU citizens using form 
UC1/EC1/UC6 to register for the European Parliament elections 2019 before 23 May. 
 
The Commission is currently collecting data from Returning Officers on the European Parliamentary 
Elections. This includes information on numbers of registered EU citizens and data on UC1 forms. 
We expect to have published this data by September 2019. 
 
3. We have received no complaints in April 2019 from EU 27 citizens who were unable to vote in the 
European Parliamentary elections and 621 complaints in May 2019.  
 
4. Minutes of meetings to discuss the registration of EU citizens for the European Parliament 
elections 2019. 
 
There were no meetings held to discuss the registration of EU citizens for the European Parliament 
elections 2019, however it was discussed at a regular meeting of the Elections Coordination and 
Advisory Board, and recorded in an issues log that is attached to this response. 

5. Any documents relating to Electoral Commission plans to publicise EU citizen registration 
form UC1/EC1/UC6 between 8 April 2019 - 23 May 2019. 
 
Please see the response to question 7. 
 
6. Correspondence between local authorities and the Electoral Commission regarding the 
registration of EU citizens for the European Parliament elections 2019 sent between 8 April 
2019 - 23 May 2019. 
 
I attach several pieces of correspondence between local authorities and the Electoral Commission. 
 
7. Details of any promotional materials, digital or printed, to promote knowledge of EU citizen 
registration form UC1/EC1/UC6 ahead of 23 May 2019. 
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We used our own channels and platforms to promote the need for EU citizens to complete the UC1 
form if they wanted to vote in the UK. 
 
This included promoting messages on our social media channels, providing information on our 
yourvotematters.co.uk website, as well as producing a briefing pack for local authorities and other 
partner organisations to undertake their own awareness work. 
 
We also actively promoted those resources through an edition of our Roll Call newsletter, through our 
‘Delivering Democracy’ Facebook group with local authorities, and directly to a variety of 
organisations relevant to EU citizens in the UK, including the following Embassies: 
 
 Embassy of Austria 
 Embassy of Belgium 

 Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria 
 Embassy of the Republic of Croatia 
 Embassy of the Czech Republic 
 Royal Danish Embassy 
 Embassy of Estonia 
 Embassy of Finland 
 Embassy of France 
 Embassy of the Federal Republic of 
Germany 
 Embassy of Greece  
 Embassy of Hungary 
 Embassy of Italy 
 Embassy of the Republic of Latvia 
 Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania 
 Embassy of Luxembourg 
 Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands 
 Embassy of the Republic of Poland 
 Embassy of Portugal 
 Embassy of Romania 
 Embassy of Slovakia 
 Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia 
 Embassy of Spain  
 Embassy of Sweden  
 
The Facebook post in our ‘Delivering 

Democracy’ group can be seen below. 
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Separately, we wrote to all Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) in April to remind them that 
registered EU citizens are required to complete and return a declaration form if they want to vote at 
the European Parliamentary elections in the UK. We advised EROs to identify such electors and 
send them a declaration form so they understand their options and are able to exercise their right to 
vote should they wish to. 
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an open, transparent 
authority, but in some circumstances we cannot responsibly release requested information, 
and we ask for your understanding in this regard. 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review 
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-
foi-request 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you are 
still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
FOI Support Officer 
The Electoral Commission 
foi@electoralcommission.org.uk  
 
 



























From: @electoralcommission.org.uk]  

Sent: 07 May 2019 17:31 

To: @sefton.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: FOI Request 

  

Hi  

  

Thanks.  A few things to bear in mind which you may have already thought of – apologies if 

so 

  

1. The deadline for registration is midnight so the forms may become available between 

now and then 

2. We advise that you make your best effort to contact people. You may have email or 

phone numbers which you could use.   

3. Where you are rejecting applications, you should have a clear audit trail of the reasons 

for the decision in case of challenge.  

  

We have also had a number of queries on postal votes that come through the websites we 

referred to on Friday so I’ve included our advice for completeness  

  

Part 5 of our guidance for EROs sets out the position.  

  
2.4 A postal vote application must be made in writing, but can be in any format: a letter, a fax, 

an email with a scanned signature or an absent vote application form are acceptable, as long 

as the personal identifier information is clear and unambiguous and is provided in the format 

prescribed in the regulations and as explained below. Unlike applications to register, postal 

vote applications cannot be made online or by telephone. 

  

and…. 
  

2.35 A postal vote application must be made in writing, but can be in any format: a letter, a 

fax, an email with a scanned signature or a form, provided it meets the prescribed 

requirements described in paragraphs 2.6-2.10 above. If you receive an application that meets 

those requirements you must accept it and not ask the applicant to re-submit the application 

on one of your forms.  

2.36 Applications sent by fax must be legible and the personal identifiers need to be set out in 

the prescribed manner. 

2.37 Applications submitted as a scanned attachment to an email should also be accepted, 

although there must be a signature on the attachment. An application should only be accepted 

by email if it contains the legible scanned image of the signed application. 

  

If the signature is not a scanned attachment or image (these sites also seem to offer the 

ability to ‘sign’ on screen with a mouse, stylus or finger) it is for the ERO to be 

satisfied that what is submitted constitutes a signature. If the ERO is not satisfied, 

they could contact the elector(s) concerned to clarify whether or not the elector did 

indeed submit their signature, or to advise them to make a further application if 

necessary. 

  

The same principle would apply to UC1 declarations received through these websites. 

  

Hope this helps 

  



  

  

  

  

  

Regional Manager (North of England) 

  

The Electoral Commission 

 

electoralcommission.org.uk 

  
From: @sefton.gov.uk>  

Sent: 07 May 2019 16:51 

To: @electoralcommission.org.uk> 

Cc: @liverpool.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: FOI Request 

  

Thanks  

  

While I’ve got you, Across Merseyside (I’ve not gone further) we are getting a lot of PV application 

forms from EU Citizens but no accompanying UC1 and given the volumes and time restraints is going 

to prove difficult to contact them all. 

  

The joys!!!! 

  

  

Cheers 
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From:
Sent: 11 June 2019 12:26
To:

 
------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From:  
Received: 23/05/2019 14:26 
To:  
Subject: was the register to vote website pushing EU citizens to complete a UC1? 

Hi  
 

You asked me this recently and although I thought the website was encouraging EU citizens to 
complete a UC1 if they wanted to vote here, I couldn’t be sure. 
 

I thought I’d seen some screen shots and a colleague has reminded me that they were in an AEA 
newsletter – please see attached, page 6. The register to vote portal had a link to ‘your vote matters’. 
 

I hope today is going smoothly for you so far and you and the team are ok. 
 

Best wishes 
 

 
 

 

Regional Manager, Eastern and South East England 
 

The Electoral Commission 
 direct line 

0333 103 1928 advice and guidance line  
 

infoengland@electoralcommission.org.uk 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
 
------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From:  
Received: 20/05/2019 10:55 
To:  
Subject: EU citizens and UC1 forms 

Hi  
 

Thanks for your voicemail on Saturday. I think the register to vote portal did urge EU citizens to 
complete a UC1 if they wished to vote in the UK, but I can’t be 100% sure. I’ve asked some 
colleagues too but they’re not certain either. Sorry! I’m afraid I’ll have to advise you to ask GDS at 
Cabinet Office. 
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Best wishes 
 

 
 

 

Regional Manager, Eastern and South East England 
 

The Electoral Commission 
 direct line 

0333 103 1928 advice and guidance line  
 

infoengland@electoralcommission.org.uk 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
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The Electoral Commission 
 direct line 

0333 103 1928 advice and guidance line  
 

infoengland@electoralcommission.org.uk 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
 
 
From:  @colchester.gov.uk> 
Sent: 08 May 2019 15:18 
To:  @electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Cc:  @colchester.gov.uk>;  @colchester.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: elections tweet 
 
Hi  
 

 from the CBC election team has asked me to drop you a line regarding our reply to the tweet following 
our returning officers interview on the Today programme. 
 
We have replied with  
 
For clarification – any EU citizen in Colchester wishing to vote here and not in their member country needed to 
have their declaration form (UC1) submitted to us by midnight on the night of 7 May – we apologise for any 
confusion. 
 
 

This is sent for information 
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Communications and Marketing Manager 
Colchester Borough Council 
 
Tel   
Mob:   
Out of hours media number:   
Email  @colchester.gov.uk 
Web www.colchester.gov.uk 
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This email, and any attachment, is solely for the intended recipient(s). If you have received it in error, you must 
not take any action based upon it, or forward, copy or show it to anyone; please notify the sender, then 
permanently delete it and any attachments. Any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author and 
do not necessarily represent those of Colchester Borough Council. Although the Council has taken reasonable 
precautions to ensure there are no viruses in this email, the Council cannot accept responsibility for any loss or 
damage arising from this email or attachments. The Council takes the management of personal data seriously 
and it does this in compliance with data protection legislation. For information about how personal data is used 
and stored, please go to www.colchester.gov.uk/privacy.  
This email, and any attachment, is solely for the intended recipient(s). If you have received it in error, you must not take any action 
based upon it, or forward, copy or show it to anyone; please notify the sender, then permanently delete it and any attachments. Any 
views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Colchester Borough Council. 
Although the Council has taken reasonable precautions to ensure there are no viruses in this email, the Council cannot accept 
responsibility for any loss or damage arising from this email or attachments. The Council takes the management of personal data 
seriously and it does this in compliance with data protection legislation. For information about how personal data is used and stored, 
please go to www.colchester.gov.uk/privacy. 
 

 
Regional Manager, Eastern and South East England 
 
The Electoral Commission 

 direct line 
0333 103 1928 advice and guidance line  
 
infoengland@electoralcommission.org.uk 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
 



   

 

 

 

Minutes: Wales Assembly Parties Panel 

Date: 16 April 2019 

 

Attendees: Political Parties: 
, Plaid Cymru ( ) 

, Welsh Conservatives ( ) 
, Welsh Liberal Democrats ( ) 

, UKIP ( ) 
 
Association of Electoral Administrators: 

, Chair AEA Wales ( ) 
 
Electoral Commission, Wales: 

 ( ) 
Rhydian Thomas (RT) 

 ( ) 
 ( ) 

 
Guests: 

, SPOC ( ) 
, Pembrokeshire County Council ( ) 

, South Wales Police ( ) 
, Pembrokeshire County Council ( ) 

 

Agenda items 

 

1. Apologies 

  

2. Minutes and actions from previous meeting 

  

  

 

 



 

  

 

. 

  

 

 

. 

  

 

 

. 

3. European Parliamentary elections 2019 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

Electoral Commission guidance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 at 

 





 

4. Updates from the Commission 

Electoral reform in Wales 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Codes of Practice on election spending 



 

  

 

 

. 

Codes of Practice for electoral observers 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

. 

2019 reporting dates for political parties 

  

. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

6. Future meetings 

 . 

7. Any other business 

  

Actions 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 





3 Communication methods 





7 Integrity 

8 Future meetings / seminar 

9 Any other business 



Actions 
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As the registration of EU citizens is an ERO function and not a RO function, additional funding will not 
be available from Cabinet Office to cover this activity. 
 

The deadline for the return of completed declarations would be the same as for ordinary applications 
for registration, Tuesday 7 May 2019. 
 

Electors who have returned a correctly completed declaration by the deadline must have their prefix 
on the electoral register changed from “G” to “K” at the next update to the register. This change in 
marking signifies that the person has been added to the register of European Parliamentary electors. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries relating to this. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Rheolwr | Manager  
Y Comisiwn Etholiadol, Cymru | The Electoral Commission, Wales 

 
comisiwnetholiadol.org.uk / electoralcommission.org.uk 

Siaradwch gyda ni yn Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg 
Talk to us in Welsh or English 

 
 
 
 



From: @stratford-dc.gov.uk>  
Sent: 25 March 2019 14:30 
To: @electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Subject: EC1 forms 
 
Hi  
 
With the possibility of European Elections taking place, what is the current position re UC1 forms? I 
remember that during and after the last Euros there was a bit of bother concerning these…….. 
 
Thanks  
 

  
 

 

Returning Officer and Electoral Registration Officer 
 
Stratford on Avon District Council, Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford upon Avon, 
Warwickshire, CV37 6HX 
Switchboard , Direct , Fax  
email: @stratford-dc.gov.uk, web www.stratford.gov.uk  
 
Please see the Privacy Notice for Elections and Electoral Registration:- 
 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/council-democracy/electoral-registration-privacy-notice.cfm 
 
Please don’t print this email unless you need to 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

This e-mail has been scanned for all viruses by Claranet. The 

service is powered by MessageLabs. For more information on a proactive 

anti-virus service working around the clock, around the globe, visit: 

http://www.claranet.co.uk 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

This e-mail is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. You should not 

disclose its contents to any other person. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify 

the sender immediately. 

 

Whilst the Council has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise the risk of computer 

software viruses, it cannot accept liability for any damage which you may sustain as a result 

of such viruses. You should carry out your own virus checks before opening the e-mail 

(and/or any attachments). 

 

Unless expressly stated otherwise, the contents of this e-mail represent only the views of the 

sender and do not impose any legal obligation upon the Council or commit the Council to any 

course of action. 



 

Hi  
 
As you know it is the current stated position of the UK Government that the UK will 
not be participating in the elections to the European Parliament later this year. On 
that basis our advice to EROs is that they should not be proactively sending out UC1 
forms to European citizens who may be on their register. However if a European 
national contacts the ERO and asks for the form then one should be sent.  
 
Hope that helps. 
 
Regards 
 
 

 
Regional Manager (Midlands) 
 
The Electoral Commission 

 
@electoralcommission.org.uk 

 



1

From:
Sent: 04 April 2019 14:18
Subject: EU Citizens and European Parliamentary Elections

To: Electoral Registration Officers 
Cc: Returning officers 
 
Dear ERO,  
 
Further to my earlier emails over the last few days to EROs enclosing a link to the UC1 form which is 
now available on the yourvotematters website.  
 
As you will know, European law provides that EU citizens may vote only once, in one member state, 
at a European Parliamentary election. EU citizens living in the UK may be able to register to vote in 
the EU member state where they are from, and some may already have chosen to do so. If, however, 
they wish to exercise their European Parliamentary vote in the UK, citizens of other EU member 
states who are resident in the UK would be required under current UK law to complete a separate 
application and declaration (commonly known as a UC1). The declaration must be signed and state 
that they will vote only in the UK at any European Parliamentary election during the 12-month period 
of the declaration.  
 
Whilst the law doesn’t require EROs to send a form out to all EU citizens, in previous years we have 
advised that EROs should identify those local government electors who are an EU citizen and send 
them a declaration form UC1 to help ensure that electors understand their options and are able to 
exercise their right to vote should they wish to. There is no requirement to do this by post, and you 
could contact any EU citizens by e-mail if you hold an e-mail address for them. 
 
As there is not yet a confirmed poll, EROs may decide to wait until the Order that is required to set 
the date of the poll has been made before sending out any declarations forms. Whilst this would lead 
to a shortened timescale for this activity, it does avoid committing significant resource without 
certainty that the work is needed, and most importantly would limit the risk of confusion for EU 
citizens if the poll is not held in the UK. In any case, you should look now at what preparatory steps 
you will need to take in order to be able to send the declaration forms out at short notice if required. 
 

If the date of poll is confirmed, you could also take other steps to raise awareness of this requirement 
for EU citizens, such as through your social media channels. As part of our public awareness 
contingency planning, we are exploring what we can do to support you with this and to work with 
partners to spread the message more widely. You should think about how you can make EU citizens 
clear of the options available to them: the information on the UC1 form should help you to do this. 
 

As the registration of EU citizens is an ERO function and not a RO function, additional funding will not 
be available from Cabinet Office to cover this activity.  
 
The deadline for the return of completed declarations would be the same as for ordinary applications 
for registration, Tuesday 7 May 2019. Electors who have returned a correctly completed declaration 
by the deadline must have their prefix on the electoral register changed from “G” to “K” at the next 
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update to the register. This change in marking signifies that the person has been added to the 
register of European Parliamentary electors. 
 

 
Senior Elections and Campaigners Adviser  
 
The Electoral Commission 

 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
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From:
Sent: 03 April 2019 15:03
Subject: EU Form
Attachments: EU-citizen-European-Parliament-voter-registration-form-English.pdf; Final packaged 

UC1 EP forms 02.04.19.zip

To: Scottish EROs 
 
Hi All 
 
Please find attached a revised copy of the EU Form which has been updated to include a privacy 
statement and to add Croatia to list of EU countries. This form will be available on the 
yourvotematters.co.uk website by the end of today if not - tomorrow. Depends when site updates. 
 
Some of you have also asked for the form in Word format. We do not produce the form in Word 
version but I attach the Adobe InDesign files if you wish to revise the form. If you do change it, then 
please remove the EC Logo.  
 
Please cascade to relevant members of your team. 
 

 
Senior Elections and Campaigners Adviser  
 
The Electoral Commission 

 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
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From: Melanie Davidson
Sent: 10 June 2019 14:36
To:
Cc: Melanie Davidson
Subject: FW: Guidance on registering EU citizens (UC1) CCM:0086680

Hi  
 
See below – this email was sent from our regional (and national in wales and Scotland) inboxes on 4 
April. 
 
Please forward without  input etc. 
 
Thanks Mel 
 
 

From:    
Sent: 15 May 2019 10:49 
To: Melanie Davidson  
Subject: FW: Guidance on registering EU citizens (UC1) CCM:0086680 
 

Herewith….. 
 

 

From: Eastern and South East Inbox  
Sent: 04 April 2019 17:14 
Cc: Eastern and South East Inbox  @electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Subject: Guidance on registering EU citizens (UC1) CCM:0086424 
 

Dear Returning Officer 
 
As you will know, European law provides that EU citizens may vote only once, in one member state, 
at a European Parliamentary election. EU citizens living in the UK may be able to register to vote in 
the EU member state where they are from, and some may already have chosen to do so. If, however, 
they wish to exercise their European Parliamentary vote in the UK, citizens of other EU member 
states who are resident in the UK would be required under current UK law to complete a separate 
application and declaration (commonly known as a UC1). The declaration must be signed and state 
that they will vote only in the UK at any European Parliamentary election during the 12-month period 
of the declaration.  
 
Whilst the law doesn’t require EROs to send a form out to all EU citizens, in previous years we have 
advised that EROs should identify those local government electors who are an EU citizen and send 
them a declaration form (UC1) to help ensure that electors understand their options and are able to 
exercise their right to vote should they wish to. There is no requirement to do this by post, and you 
could contact any EU citizens by e-mail if you hold an e-mail address for them. 
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As there is not yet a confirmed poll, EROs may decide to wait until the order that is required to set the 
date of the poll has been made before sending out any declarations. Whilst this would lead to a 
shortened timescale for this activity, it does avoid committing significant resource without certainty 
that the work is needed, and most importantly would limit the risk of confusion for EU citizens if the 
poll is not held in the UK. In any case, you should look now at what preparatory steps you will need to 
take in order to be able to send the declaration forms out at short notice if required. 
 

If the date of poll is confirmed you could also take other steps to raise awareness of this requirement 
for EU citizens, such as through your social media channels. As part of our public awareness 
contingency planning, we are exploring what we can do to support you with this and to work with 
partners to spread the message more widely. You should think about how you can make EU citizens 
clear of the options available to them; the information on the UC1 form should help you to do this. 
 

As the registration of EU citizens is an ERO function and not a RO function, additional funding will not 
be available from Cabinet Office to cover this activity. 
 

The deadline for the return of completed declarations would be the same as for ordinary applications 
for registration, Tuesday 7 May 2019. 
 

Electors who have returned a correctly completed declaration by the deadline must have their prefix 
on the electoral register changed from “G” to “K” at the next update to the register. This change in 
marking signifies that the person has been added to the register of European Parliamentary electors. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact your local Commission office if you have any queries relating to this.
 
Kind regards 

  
 

 
Regional Manager, Eastern and South East England 
 
The Electoral Commission 
0333 103 1928 advice and guidance 
 
infoengland@electoralcommission.org.uk 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
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--------------------------------------- 
 
 
As you will know, European law provides that EU citizens may vote only once, in one member state, 
at a European Parliamentary election. EU citizens living in the UK may be able to register to vote in 
the EU member state where they are from, and some may already have chosen to do so. If, however, 
they wish to exercise their European Parliamentary vote in the UK, citizens of other EU member 
states who are resident in the UK would be required under current UK law to complete a separate 
application and declaration (commonly known as a UC1). The declaration must be signed and state 
that they will vote only in the UK at any European Parliamentary election during the 12-month period 
of the declaration.  
 
Whilst the law doesn’t require EROs to send a form out to all EU citizens, in previous years we have 
advised that EROs should identify those local government electors who are an EU citizen and send 
them a declaration form (UC1) to help ensure that electors understand their options and are able to 
exercise their right to vote should they wish to. There is no requirement to do this by post, and you 
could contact any EU citizens by e-mail if you hold an e-mail address for them. 
 
As there is not yet a confirmed poll, EROs may decide to wait until the order that is required to set the 
date of the poll has been made before sending out any declarations. Whilst this would lead to a 
shortened timescale for this activity, it does avoid committing significant resource without certainty 
that the work is needed, and most importantly would limit the risk of confusion for EU citizens if the 
poll is not held in the UK. In any case, you should look now at what preparatory steps you will need to 
take in order to be able to send the declaration forms out at short notice if required. 
 
If the date of poll is confirmed, you could also take other steps to raise awareness of this requirement 
for EU citizens, such as through your social media channels. As part of our public awareness 
contingency planning, we are exploring what we can do to support you with this and to work with 
partners to spread the message more widely. You should think about how you can make EU citizens 
clear of the options available to them: the information on the UC1 form should help you to do this. 
 
As the registration of EU citizens is an ERO function and not a RO function, additional funding will not 
be available from Cabinet Office to cover this activity. 
 
The deadline for the return of completed declarations would be the same as for ordinary applications 
for registration, Tuesday 7 May 2019. 
 
Electors who have returned a correctly completed declaration by the deadline must have their prefix 
on the electoral register changed from “G” to “K” at the next update to the register. This change in 
marking signifies that the person has been added to the register of European Parliamentary electors.  
 
 
 

 

Policy Manager 
 

The Electoral Commission 
 

electoralcommission.org.uk  
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Policy Manager 
 

The Electoral Commission 
 

electoralcommission.org.uk  
 

 

EU citizens  

Can EU citizens resident in the UK vote in the European Parliamentary elections in the UK?  

EU citizens registered to vote in the UK can choose to vote either in the UK or in the country where 
they are a citizen, but not in both. Those who want to vote in the UK had to complete and return a 
declaration form to their Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) by 7 May.  

Why does the Electoral Commission make it so hard for EU citizens to take part in the 
European Parliamentary elections?  

The requirement for EU citizens who want to vote in the European elections in the UK to complete a 
declaration is set out in legislation. Any changes to the law are a matter for the UK Government and 
Parliament.  

We provided information for EU citizens, along with a declaration form that could be downloaded and 
completed on our Yourvotematters.co.uk website. We wrote to all EROs in early April to remind them 
that registered EU citizens are required to complete and return a declaration form. We advised EROs 
to identify such electors and send them a declaration form.  

Whose fault is it that EU citizens risk being disenfranchised at these elections?  

We focussed on making sure that EU citizens who want to vote in these elections in the UK knew that 
they needed to complete a declaration and return it to their ERO by 7 May.  

We wrote to all EROs in early April to remind them that registered EU citizens are required to 
complete and return a declaration form if they want to vote at the European Parliamentary elections 
in the UK. We advised EROs to identify such electors and send them a declaration form.  

What is the Electoral Commission doing to tell EROs to get EU citizens to register to vote? 

We wrote to all EROs in early April to remind them that registered EU citizens are required to 
complete and return a declaration form if they want to vote at the European Parliamentary elections 
in the UK. We advised EROs to identify such electors and send them a declaration form.  

You should be doing more. You said previously that the law should be changed to make this 
process simpler for EU citizens. But you have done nothing about it?  

After the 2014 elections, Commission staff met Cabinet Office officials, together with representatives 
from EU citizens’ organisations, to consider options for simplifying the registration process for EU 
citizens. Following the EU referendum, the UK Government was clear that the European 
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Parliamentary elections in 2019 would not take place. The Commission did not, therefore, continue to 
develop its recommendations.  

It is a legal requirement that EU citizens complete a declaration form if they want to vote in the 
European Parliamentary election in the UK. Any changes to the law are a matter for the UK 
Government and Parliament.  

We advised EROs that they should identify registered EU citizens and send them a declaration form. 
Our public awareness campaign encouraged all eligible electors, including EU citizens, to register to 
vote by the 7 May deadline in order to take part in the elections.  

You produced guidance for parties to contest the elections. You’ve known that there was a 
possibility they could happen. Why didn’t you tell electoral registration officers earlier to write 
to EU citizens about this declaration form?  

The date for these elections was only set in law on 8 April. We wrote in April to EROs to remind them 
that registered EU citizens would be required to complete and return a declaration form to be able to 
vote at any European Parliamentary election in the UK and to advise them to identify such electors 
and send them a declaration form.  

At the time that we wrote to political parties in January, European Parliamentary elections had not 
been confirmed in law, but it was important for us to inform political parties of their legal requirements 
because of the retrospective regulated period and the requirement on them to account for any 
spending on the polls between 23 January and 23 May. 

How many EU citizens have missed the deadline for submitting their declaration form?  

We do not hold that information as the declaration forms had to be submitted to Electoral Registration 
Officers at local authorities.  

Can EU citizens who missed the 7 May deadline for submitting their declarations still vote by 
filling in one of the forms at the polling station? 

EU citizens had to submit the form by 7 May. The requirement for EU citizens to complete a 
declaration form is set out in legislation. Any changes to the law are a matter for the Government and 
Parliament. 

Why did the Commission issue advice for EU citizens to avoid voter registration websites? 

We welcome efforts by campaigners to encourage eligible electors to register to vote. We advised EU 
citizens, not yet registered to vote, to use the official www.gov.uk/registertovote website.  

We had concerns about the websites’ use of people’s data and their ability to ensure electoral 
registration officers received completed applications before the deadline. 

Can EU citizens still stand as candidates at the elections?  

Yes, EU citizens can stand as candidates.  
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To:  @electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: Electoral Commission Guidance on registering EU citizens (UC1) 
 
Thanks for this    
 
Where it says below ERO’s “may” decide to wait to send them out, is there anything to stop us sending them out now 
other than national agreements? I have them printed in the office ready with the wording that if the election doesn’t 
happen it doesn’t affect their right to vote in their home country should they be eligible to do so and that this is part of 
our contingency arrangements for a potential election.  
 
Sending them now lets me deal with the queries properly so im keen to get them out.  
 
Cheers 

 
 

From:  @electoralcommission.org.uk]  
Sent: 04 April 2019 14:30 
To:   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Subject: Electoral Commission Guidance on registering EU citizens (UC1) 
 
Hello all, 
 
I’ve just sent this email to Returning Officers. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Rheolwr | Manager  
Y Comisiwn Etholiadol, Cymru | The Electoral Commission, Wales 

 
comisiwnetholiadol.org.uk / electoralcommission.org.uk 

Siaradwch gyda ni yn Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg 
Talk to us in Welsh or English 
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From:    
Sent: 04 April 2019 14:18 
To:   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Subject: Electoral Commission Guidance on registering EU citizens (UC1) 
 
Dear Returning Officer,  
 
As you will know, European law provides that EU citizens may vote only once, in one member state, at a European 
Parliamentary election. EU citizens living in the UK may be able to register to vote in the EU member state where they 
are from, and some may already have chosen to do so. If, however, they wish to exercise their European Parliamentary 
vote in the UK, citizens of other EU member states who are resident in the UK would be required under current UK law 
to complete a separate application and declaration (commonly known as a UC1). The declaration must be signed and 
state that they will vote only in the UK at any European Parliamentary election during the 12‐month period of the 
declaration.  
 
Whilst the law doesn’t require EROs to send a form out to all EU citizens, in previous years we have advised that EROs 
should identify those local government electors who are an EU citizen and send them a declaration form (UC1) (UC1 
Welsh) to help ensure that electors understand their options and are able to exercise their right to vote should they 
wish to. There is no requirement to do this by post, and you could contact any EU citizens by e‐mail if you hold an e‐mail 
address for them. 
 
As there is not yet a confirmed poll, EROs may decide to wait until the order that is required to set the date of the poll 
has been made before sending out any declarations. Whilst this would lead to a shortened timescale for this activity, it 
does avoid committing significant resource without certainty that the work is needed, and most importantly would limit 
the risk of confusion for EU citizens if the poll is not held in the UK. In any case, you should look now at what 
preparatory steps you will need to take in order to be able to send the declaration forms out at short notice if required. 
 
If the date of poll is confirmed, you could also take other steps to raise awareness of this requirement for EU citizens, 
such as through your social media channels. As part of our public awareness contingency planning, we are exploring 
what we can do to support you with this and to work with partners to spread the message more widely. You should 
think about how you can make EU citizens clear of the options available to them: the information on the UC1 form 
should help you to do this. 
 
As the registration of EU citizens is an ERO function and not a RO function, additional funding will not be available from 
Cabinet Office to cover this activity. 
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The deadline for the return of completed declarations would be the same as for ordinary applications for registration, 
Tuesday 7 May 2019. 
 
Electors who have returned a correctly completed declaration by the deadline must have their prefix on the electoral 
register changed from “G” to “K” at the next update to the register. This change in marking signifies that the person has 
been added to the register of European Parliamentary electors. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries relating to this. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Rheolwr | Manager  
Y Comisiwn Etholiadol, Cymru | The Electoral Commission, Wales 

 
comisiwnetholiadol.org.uk / electoralcommission.org.uk 

Siaradwch gyda ni yn Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg 
Talk to us in Welsh or English 

 
 
 
 
 
Mae’r neges e‐bost yma a’r ffeiliau a anfonir gyda hi yn gyfrinachol ac fe’i bwriedir ar gyfer yr unigolyn neu gorff y’u 
cyfeiriwyd atynt yn unig. Gall gynnwys gwybodaeth freintiedig a chyfrinachol ac os nad chi yw’r derbynnydd bwriadedig, 
rhaid i chi beidio copïo, dosbarthu neu gymryd unrhyw gamau yn seiliedig arni. Os cawsoch y neges e‐bost yma drwy 
gamgymeriad hysbyswch ni cyn gynted ag sydd modd os gwelwch yn dda drwy ffonio 01633 644644. Cafodd y neges e‐
bost yma sgan firws Microsoft Exchange Online Protection. 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom they are addressed. It may contain privileged and confidential information and if you are not the intended 
recipient, you must not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this email in error 
please notify us as soon as possible by telephone on 01633 644644. This email has been virus scanned by Microsoft 
Exchange Online Protection. 
 
Mae’r Cyngor yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg, Saesneg neu yn y ddwy iaith. Byddwn yn cyfathrebu â chi yn ôl eich 
dewis. Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi. 
 
The Council welcomes correspondence in English or Welsh or both, and will respond to you according to your 
preference. Corresponding in Welsh will not lead to delay.  

 
Mae’r neges e-bost yma a’r ffeiliau a anfonir gyda hi yn gyfrinachol ac fe’i bwriedir ar gyfer yr unigolyn neu 
gorff y’u cyfeiriwyd atynt yn unig. Gall gynnwys gwybodaeth freintiedig a chyfrinachol ac os nad chi yw’r 
derbynnydd bwriadedig, rhaid i chi beidio copïo, dosbarthu neu gymryd unrhyw gamau yn seiliedig arni. Os 
cawsoch y neges e-bost yma drwy gamgymeriad hysbyswch ni cyn gynted ag sydd modd os gwelwch yn dda 
drwy ffonio 01633 644644. Cafodd y neges e-bost yma sgan firws Microsoft Exchange Online Protection. 
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This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom they are addressed. It may contain privileged and confidential information and if you are not the 
intended recipient, you must not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this 
email in error please notify us as soon as possible by telephone on 01633 644644. This email has been virus 
scanned by Microsoft Exchange Online Protection. 
 
Mae’r Cyngor yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg, Saesneg neu yn y ddwy iaith. Byddwn yn cyfathrebu â chi 
yn ôl eich dewis. Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi. 
 
The Council welcomes correspondence in English or Welsh or both, and will respond to you according to your 
preference. Corresponding in Welsh will not lead to delay.  
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Hi  

With all the uncertainty surrounding the European Parliamentary, would it be good practice to send 
out UC1 just in case, and is this a local authority decision? 
Regards 

 

  
Arweinydd Tîm Gwasanaethau Etholiadol 
Electoral Services Team Leader 

  

 
To register to vote, please click the image below: I gofrestru i bleidleisio, cliciwch ar y ddelwedd isod: 

 
Twitter / Trydar - @DemSwansea & @DemAbertawe 
 
***************************************************************** 
Mae'r e-bost hwn ac unrhyw ffeiliau a drosglwyddir gydag ef yn gyfrinachol ac at ddefnydd yr unigolyn neu'r 
corff y cyfeiriwyd hwy atynt yn unig. Os ydych wedi derbyn yr e-bost hwn drwy gamgymeriad, dylech 
hysbysu'r gweinyddydd yn y cyfeiriad canlynol: gweinyddydd@abertawe.gov.uk 
Bydd yr holl ohebiaeth a anfonir at y Cyngor neu ganddo yn destun cofnodi a/neu fonitro yn unol â’r 
ddeddfwriaeth berthnasol 
Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymdrin â gohebiaeth Gymraeg a Saesneg i’r un safonau ac 
amserlenni. 
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the administrator on 
the following address: administrator@swansea.gov.uk 
All communications sent to or from the Council may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance 
with relevant legislation 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh and will deal with Welsh and English correspondence to the same 
standards and timescales. 
******************************************************************* 
 
***************************************************************** 
Mae'r e-bost hwn ac unrhyw ffeiliau a drosglwyddir gydag ef yn gyfrinachol ac at ddefnydd yr unigolyn neu'r 
corff y cyfeiriwyd hwy atynt yn unig. Os ydych wedi derbyn yr e-bost hwn drwy gamgymeriad, dylech 
hysbysu'r gweinyddydd yn y cyfeiriad canlynol: gweinyddydd@abertawe.gov.uk 
Bydd yr holl ohebiaeth a anfonir at y Cyngor neu ganddo yn destun cofnodi a/neu fonitro yn unol â’r 
ddeddfwriaeth berthnasol 
Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymdrin â gohebiaeth Gymraeg a Saesneg i’r un safonau ac 
amserlenni. 
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the administrator on 
the following address: administrator@swansea.gov.uk 
All communications sent to or from the Council may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance 
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with relevant legislation 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh and will deal with Welsh and English correspondence to the same 
standards and timescales. 
******************************************************************* 





 
 

Do they 
need to 
supply pre-
paid 
envelopes 
with UC1s 

Do EROs need to supply 
pre-paid envelopes with 
the UC1?  

Hi  
 
 
 
Further to your recent phone call I can confirm that you do not 
need to supply a pre-paid response envelope with the UC1 
form.  
 
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 

10/04/2019 11:50  

 

Supply of 
pre-paid 
envs with 
UC1 

Hi All 
 
Would someone be able to 
call  at Stoke-on-Trent 
Council please? Her 
number is . 
 
She wants to know if they 
need a PPE on the UC1s? 
 

 
Business Support Officer 
  
The Electoral Commission 

 
electoralcommission.org.uk No, not required. 10/04/2019 11:59  

 
 

EU voters - 
UC1 

 was puzzled what 
happened with the UC1 
data overseas? Do those 
people definitely get a vote 
here?  

Not entirely sure, it goes to those countries and they try to 
match up the info provided to ensure people dont vote twice. As 
long as the UC1 is completed in time here those EU nationals 
are able to vote in the UK.  07/05/2019 10:23  

 



Record of telephone call  

Date   02/04/19 

Caller 

Subject    Should the ERO be sending out UC1 forms to European voters? 

 

Caller (an Electoral Services Manager) wanted to know whether the ERO should be 

sending out form UC1s to European citizens so they could decide whether to vote in 

the UK at possible European elections. 

 

Response 

 

Advised that it was still the position of UK Government that the UK would not be 

participating in the Euro elections in May. Until this was formally changed and the 

Government made the relevant order setting the date of the poll then EROs should 

not be proactively sending out these forms. If it is decided that the UK will participate 

in the European elections then there will be guidance on sending out the UC1 forms. 
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From:
Sent: 20 May 2019 15:58
To:
Subject: Telephone call - 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Call from  
 
Re: call from a member of   who has submitted a UC1 form , not received in office 
until 15 May. Date stamped 23 April, but held up in post and damaged.  
 
No guidance on our website -  
 
Your Vote Matters says : 
 
This form must reach your electoral registration office 12 working days before the poll. 
 
Not included in regulations but forms part of the registration application so same date applies.  
 
 
 
 
 

  
Rheolwr | Manager  
Y Comisiwn Etholiadol, Cymru | The Electoral Commission, Wales 

 
comisiwnetholiadol.org.uk / electoralcommission.org.uk 

Siaradwch gyda ni yn Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg 
Talk to us in Welsh or English 

 




