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Dear ,
 

Our Ref: FOI 92/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 13 June 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and regrets
that we have not been able to send you a full response in a timely manner.   FOI
111/17 which you are also due is also in progress and we hope to deliver this as
soon as possible.  Thank you for your patience.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:
 
1. All communications between Better with Scotland and the Electoral
Commission during and after the independence referendum. (By
communications in this entire request I mean any recorded communications
including, but not limited to, emails, phone calls and notes from face-to-face
meetings.
 
 
2.  All communications between the Conservative and Unionist Party
and the Electoral Commission relating to expenditure/donations in the
independence referendum in 2014 and 2015.
 
 
3.  All communications between the Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland and
the Electoral Commission during and after the independence referendum.
 
 
4.  All communications between Let's Stay Together and the Electoral
Commission during and after the independence referendum.
 
 
5. All communications between No Border Campaign and the Electoral
Commission during and after the independence referendum.
 
 
Our response is as follows:
 
We hold information relevant to your request.
 
PDF files containing details of our communications with the following campaigners



at the Scottish independence referendum are attached to this letter:
 
a. Better with Scotland
b. Conservative and Unionist Party
c. Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland
d. Let’s Stay Together
e. No Borders Campaign            
 
Some of the correspondence references attachments which relate to the
registration of campaigners or to spending or donation returns. The information in
these attachments has already been placed in the public domain on our party and
election finance database: PEF Online.
 
The correspondence with the Conservative and Unionist Party includes an e-mail
exchange between the party and the Electoral Commission setting up a meeting
for 2 December 2014 to discuss the party’s spending return for the referendum.
We hold no information to confirm whether this meeting actually took place.
 
Exemptions under Section 40 of the FOI Act
 
You will notice that certain personal details have been redacted from the
documents we are releasing. This includes personal contact details for individuals
and also the names of junior officials.  This redaction is necessary because
section 40(2) and (3)(a) of the FOI Act provides that personal data, where its
disclosure would breach one of the data protection principles, is exempt from
disclosure. The first data protection principle states that personal data must be
processed fairly and lawfully. The Commission considers that it would be unfair to
release the names and of junior officials, who were not employed in public facing
roles and did not act as spokespersons for their employer, as those individuals
would have a reasonable expectation that this personal data would not be
disclosed to the general public.
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an
open, transparent authority, but in some circumstances we cannot responsibly
release requested information, and we ask for your understanding in this regard.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission
operates a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission
website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-
information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request

 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: http://www.ico.org.uk
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser
The Electoral Commission



3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk
electoralcommission.org.uk
yourvotematters.co.uk
 
Twitter | Facebook | Blog
 
 





























































































































































































































































































































































































 

 

 

Putting voters first      
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

The Electoral Commission 
Lothian Chambers 
59–63 George IV Bridge 
Edinburgh EH1 1RN 
 
Tel:  0131 225 0200 
Fax: 0131 225 0205 
infoscotland@electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
 

  

 
 

Dear Edward 
 
Thank you to you and your colleagues for meeting with us to go over the campaign 
rules in relation to the referendum on independence for Scotland on 6 August. It was 
particularly helpful to get a sense of your campaigning activity.  

You have confirmed that all of the Orange lodges form part of the same organisation 
that is registered with us as a permitted participant and are not separate legal entities. 
As such any spending on referendum expenses in connection with your campaign by 
individual lodges will be reportable by you. At the meeting we discussed a number of 
issues which I said I would come back to you with further clarification of our view.  

These are set out below: 

 You have held four marches so far in the referendum period in Bathgate, 
Glasgow, Helensburgh and Blantyre. Having discussed this with you and also 
having looked at your website we are of the opinion that these events would also 
be considered to be referendum activities and reportable in the same way as the 
event on 13 September will be. This is because the marches contained activities 
intended to promote or bring about a particular outcome in the referendum -  
including speeches, leafleting and banners promoting  remaining in the union 

 We discussed the use of Orange Order banners and whether these would be 
reportable. Having discussed this with colleagues I can confirm that banners that 
have been used by lodges prior to the referendum period would not be a 
reportable expense unless they have been made specifically to promote an 
outcome in the referendum. 
 

 We also discussed participation of bands in your events.  Based on what you 
have told us we are of the view that this is music provided by volunteers and as 
such is not a reportable expense.  

 

Mr Edward Hyde 

 

 

The Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland 
Olympia House, 13 Olympia Street 
Glasgow 
G40 3TA 
 
 
 

7 August 2014 


























