


Following this FOI request, and taking into account that the Mayor of London elections were
held more than a year ago, we have decided to remove from our website the details of
prospective candidates for the elections who made a public commitment to follow the Code
during that campaign.
 
If the full list comprises just the 4 candidates listed above then,
 

2.    Please explain what efforts the Commission makes to ensure that all
campaigners know about and are given the opportunity to make a public
commitment to follow the code.

 
We have regularly reviewed the Code with political parties represented on the Parliamentary
Parties Panel (PPP) for the UK Parliament, and the equivalent panels for the Scottish
Parliament (SPPP) and National Assembly for Wales (APP) since it was first developed in
2004.
 
Our guidance for campaigners also emphasises the need to observe and follow the
provisions of the Code. The relevant guidance for candidates is published on our website at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent (see, for example, our
guidance for the 2017 UK Parliamentary general election at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/173020/UKPGE-Part-4-
The-campaign.pdf, pages 6 and 13).
 
We also encourage Returning Officers to highlight the need to observe and follow the
provisions of the Code locally to candidates and campaigners in their areas. Our guidance
for ROs is published on our website at https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-
a/electoral-administrator/uk-parliamentary-elections (see, for example, our guidance for the
2017 UK Parliamentary general election at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/175373/UKPE-Part-B-
Planning-and-organisation.pdf, page 25).
 
We have also provided a template presentation for ROs to brief prospective candidates and
their election agents locally which is available to download from our website at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/powerpoint_doc/0011/176177/Briefing-
for-candidates-and-agents-UK-Parliamentary-elections.ppt (see slide 27).
 
As explained above, we contacted all nominated candidates for the May 2016 Mayor of
London Elections to invite them to make a public commitment to follow the provisions of the
Code.
 
Ahead of the 2016 EU referendum we also wrote to all registered campaigners as part of the
registration process to highlight the Code and to remind them that that the Code covered
their campaign activities during the referendum.
 

3.    To what extent is the behaviour of campaigners on Twitter, Facebook and other
social media platforms covered in the training seminar hosted by the
Commission each spring for SPOCs, ROs, electoral administrators and officers
from political parties.

 
The annual training seminar for police force Single Points of Contact officers covers electoral
offences under the Representation of the People Acts 1983 and 2000, and the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000. The agenda varies from year to year and is
designed to enable the sharing of good practice and experience. The behaviour of
campaigners on Twitter, Facebook and other social media platforms is covered in this
training to the extent that it is relevant to the agenda items and electoral offences being
discussed.
 



4.    Is it a requirement for all Local Party Chairpersons to attend this training
seminar?

 
It is not a requirement for all Local Party Chairpersons to attend this training seminar, nor
would it be practicable given the numbers involved. However, senior officers from the
national headquarters of the parties represented on the PPP, SPPP and APP are invited to
attend. For clarity, attendance at the event is voluntary and there is no requirement to attend
for anyone.
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. If you are not satisfied with this response,
please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which can be found
on the Commission website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-
information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and
you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner.
Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ 
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