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Dear 

Our Ref: FOI 103/17

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 23 June 2017.

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and regrets
that on this occasion we have not done so.

Your request is in bold below followed by our response.

You have requested:

This request concerns the number of complaints made to the Electoral
Commission concerning electoral malpractice at the 2017 general election.

Please break down this figure by the political party that was the subject of the
complaint to the Electoral Commission.

Our response is as follows:

We hold some information which is relevant to your requested.

Having reviewed our records for the period between 18 April, when the 2017 general
election was announced, and polling day on 8 June, we have identified the following
complaints we received about electoral malpractice, excluding campaign finance
matters – see below), broken down by party which appeared to be the subject of the
complaint:

Political party Number of complaints   
Conservative    17     
Labour  5      
Liberal Democrats       7      
Scottish Green  1      
Scottish National Party 16     
UKIP    1      
Party not specified     9      

As noted in our recent report on electoral registration at the 2017 general election
(available on our website at
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/232761/Electoral-
registration-report-July-2017.pdf), we also received a significant amount of
correspondence referring to claims on social media by people claiming that they had
voted twice at the general election. At the time of publishing our report, we had
received 38 letters from MPs raising constituents’ concerns, as well as 1,013 emails
and 15 telephone calls from members of the public referring to media reports about
these claims.

Additional information – analysis of allegations of electoral fraud



The Electoral Commission collects, analyses and publishes data from police forces
about cases of alleged electoral fraud in the UK each year. We expect to publish
data on allegations which were reported during 2017 in March 2018.

Our reports on data from previous years are available to download and read on our
website at: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-information-by-
subject/electoral-fraud/data-and-analysis

Campaign finance matters

We do not categorise ‘complaints’ about campaign finance matters relating to parties
or candidates in the way that you have defined your request. We categorise
incoming queries to our Political Finance and Regulation Advice Service by the issue
raised, and not whether the person making the request considers it to be a
complaint.  Consequently, we do not hold the information you have requested about
these matters.

I trust that this information satisfies your request. If you are not satisfied with this
response, please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of
which can be found on the Commission website at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-
requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: http://www.ico.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,

Information Management Adviser

The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Putting voters first
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