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Dear ,
 

Our Ref: FOI 129/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 11 August 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
You have requested:
 
Please can you release any documents relating to the hash/tag campaign
"#usepens" or "Use Pens" from 2015, 2016 or 2017?
 
(The campaign was the one promoted by people who believed that their
votes could be changed after the fact if they used the pencils provided in
polling stations - so they encouraged believers to take a pen and fill in their
ballot using that.)
 
Our response is as follows:
 
We do not hold the information you have requested.
 
We do not hold any documents related to the #usepens campaign. It is not a
campaign the Electoral Commission organises or supports. However, I have
provided some information below on our advice about the use of pens or pencils
when completing ballot papers, for your information.
 
The use of a pen or pencil when completing the ballot paper is not specified in
legislation. In the UK, pencils are traditionally used for the purposes of marking
ballot papers and are made available inside polling stations for voters to use.
Having said this, there is nothing to stop a voter from using a pen to mark their
vote – there is no legal requirement for ballot papers to be marked with a pencil.
Pencils have been used partly for historic and partly for practical reasons.
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an
open, transparent authority.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission
operates a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission
website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-
information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request

 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO



website: https://ico.org.uk/
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk
electoralcommission.org.uk
yourvotematters.co.uk
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