


The data shows that one case of alleged electoral fraud relating to personation in a
polling station in 2016 was prosecuted and resulted in a conviction. Our report
summarised the case as follows:
 
EU referendum, East Ayrshire voting area – personation in a polling station
A voter attended at a polling station in East Ayrshire during the EU Referendum
claiming to be another voter (his friend) and was accordingly issued with a ballot
paper in that name which he then used to cast a vote. The polling staff had no reason
to be suspicious as the voter was not otherwise known to them and they had no
reason to believe he was not who he said he was.

 
Later in the day the same voter attended again and sought to vote again, this time in
his own name. Due to certain physical characteristics of the voter (he was very tall
and wore distinctive clothing) and the vigilance of the Presiding Officer he was
suspected of having already voted earlier and formally challenged. In response he
answered the prescribed questions - and also produced his driving licence - and so
the Presiding Officer had no choice but to issue him with a ballot paper in his own
name.

 
The Presiding Officer remained certain, however, that he had already voted and
referred his concerns to the central election office who immediately submitted a
formal report to the Police with all relevant details, which enabled them in turn to
secure an early admission of guilt.

 
The individual subsequently pleaded guilty in Court and was given a Community
Payback Order of 300 hours. The elector was disqualified from standing for election
for a period of five years.
 
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. If you are not satisfied with this
response, please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which
can be found on the Commission website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-
us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: https://ico.org.uk/
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Information Management Adviser
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
www.electoralcommission.org.uk
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