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Dear 

Our Ref: FOI 155/17

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 29 September 2017.

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done
so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.

Your request is in bold below followed by our response.

You have requested:

How many charities expressed concern to the EC at the limitations imposed
upon them by the Lobbying Act at the time it was passed into law (i.e. the
month in which is was passed into law)? 

Our response is as follows:

We do not hold the information you have requested. The Transparency of Lobbying,
Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Act 2014 received Royal
Assent on 30 January 2014. We do not hold records of charities expressing concern
to the Electoral Commission in January 2014 about the limitations imposed upon
them by that Act.

The rules on non-party campaigning at elections are set out in the Political Parties,
Elections and Referendums Act 2000, and were amended by the 2014 Act. The
Electoral Commission has published the following documents about the changes to
the rules on non-party campaigning and how they worked at the 2015 UK
Parliamentary General Election. Parts of these documents summarise the themes of
queries or concerns received by the Electoral Commission from non-party
campaigners about the rules during that election period.

Report on how the 2015 UK general election was run, July 2015 (p68-71)

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/190959/UKPGE-
report-May-2015-1.pdf

Report on campaign spending for the 2015 UK general election, Feb 2016 (p59-
62)

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/197907/UKPGE-
Spending-Report-2015.pdf

Response to the Third Party Campaigning Review call for views & evidence,
Aug 2015

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0007/192049/Third-
Party-Campaigning-Review-Response.pdf



Response to Lord Hodgson’s Review of Third Party Campaigning, October
2016
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/216942/WatsonJ-
to-SkidmoreC-2016-10-Lord-Hodgson-Review-PDF.pdf

I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an
open, transparent authority.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates
a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-
requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: https://ico.org.uk/

Yours sincerely,

Information Management Adviser

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
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