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From: FOI
Sent: 12 May 2017 15:18
To:
Subject: FOI 44/17 Party Constitutions 

OPMTransferOnSend: Transfer

Dear , 

 
 

Our Ref: FOI 44/17 
 

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 24 April 2017. 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the 
statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.  
 
You have requested: 

Would it be possible to receive the constitutions of the Green Party of England and Wales 
(central party) since its registration with the Electoral Commission until today? 

Also, I would like to access the constitutions of the All Scotland Pensioners Party (also known 
as Scottish Senior Citizens Party which is de-registered at the moment.  

It would be very useful for my doctoral research if I could access all the amended 
constitutions for the two parties over time, since their registration until the last record you 
have for the parties.  

Our response is as follows: 
 
We hold some of the information you have requested.  
 
The only constitution that the Commission holds in relation to the Green Party has been released 
under a previous Freedom of Information request and is publically available on our website here: 
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0011/185186/Response-for-Web-
3615a.pdf 
 
We do not hold a constitution for the All Scotland Pensioners Party (which was previously called the 
Scottish Senior Citizens Unity Party). 
 
Under the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA), political parties must 
provide us with a copy of their constitution when they make an application to register with us. The 



2

legislation requires constitutions to be submitted so that we can cross reference them with the 
arrangements outlined in the party’s financial scheme, which sets out how the party will comply with 
the legal requirements relating to political funding and spending.  
 
After the party is registered with us, there is no requirement to submit an amended constitution to us 
unless there has been a change to the constitution that affects the financial arrangements in the 
party’s financial scheme. 
This means that the versions of the party constitutions we hold may have been amended for the 
reasons explained above. You may therefore wish to contact the individual parties to confirm whether 
the constitution that I have supplied is the current version. 
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request.  

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review 
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-
foi-request. 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you are 
still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: http://www.ico.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 

 
Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  
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