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Dear ,

Our Ref: FOI 174/17

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 13 November 2017.

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.

Your request is in bold below followed by our response.

Therefore, as a matter of a FOI request, can you please confirm:

A) That the Commission has reached a full and thorough understanding of
the degree to which personal and othermarketing data was shared between
the parties involved (both to and from Vote Leave).

B) That the Commission's understanding is based upon data obtained
directly from Facebook and other digital marketing platforms, rather than
relying entirely upon the parties potentially involved in lucrative criminal
activity.

C) (And as a matter of public interest CLEARLY OVERRIDING any rights to
confidentiality of the parties concerned), disclose the Commission's
detailed, current and future findings regarding the extent and nature of data
sharing,

both within and outside the EU, by the parties concerned.

D) If a full understanding of the above has not already been attained, that the
investigation has now been extended to include it, and the deadline by
which, in conjunction with the ICO, that Facebook and other marketing
platforms

have been required to supply aforementioned data.

Our response is as follows:

We do not hold the information you have requested.

The Electoral Commission is the regulator for political campaign finance in UK
elections and referendums. We regulate the rules set out in the Political Parties,
Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA). We do not regulate rules relating
to data handling or sharing by referendum campaigners or others. You may wish
to contact the Information Commissioner’s Office in that respect.

After the June 2016 referendum on the UK’s membership of the EU referendum



(the EU referendum) all registered campaigners, including Vote Leave, were
required to deliver a financial return that included a statement of all campaign
payments made. Consequently this includes any spending on campaigning that
involved the use of personal or marketing data. We publish all this information on
our website.

As you may be aware, earlier this month the Commission opened an investigation
in respect of Vote Leave, Mr Darren Grimes and Veterans for Britain, three
registered campaigners in the EU referendum. You can read the media statement,
which sets out the matters under investigation, here:

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/journalist/electoral-commission-
media-centre/news-releases-donations/electoral-commission-statement-regarding-
vote-leave-limited,-mr-darren-grimes-and-veterans-for-britain-limited

I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an
open, transparent authority, but in some circumstances we cannot responsibly
release requested information, and we ask for your understanding in this
regard.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission
operates a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission
website at: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-
information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: https://ico.org.uk/

Yours sincerely,

Information Management Adviser

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
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