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Dear ,
 

Our Ref: FOI 198/17
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 20 December 2017.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
 
I note with interest a recent prosecution after someone revealed on Twitter
that they had voted twice at the same election (once through a postal vote
and again in person).  The fact that this came to light on Twitter begs the
question: how many other similar cases have occurred which have not come
to light?
 
As well as the risk of duplication when there is a postal vote, it strikes me
that people (such as students) who are registered at two addresses could
also vote twice.
 
I would like to understand how these risks are managed and would be
grateful if you could provide the following information:

    A description of the measures in that were in place to mitigate the risks of
one person voting twice or more during the 2017 General Election

   Any audit or assurance reports the Commission has received regarding the
effectiveness of those mitigation measures.

 
We hold some of the information you have requested. Our response is as follows:
 

Our report on electoral registration at the June 2017 general election
[1]

 highlighted
concerns that some people may have voted twice at the general election, based
on claims made by voters on social media.

In the days following the election, a number of people on social media claimed that
they had voted twice at the general election. We received a significant amount of
correspondence referring to these posts – at the time of publishing our report, we
had received 38 letters from MPs raising constituents’ concerns, as well as 1,013
emails and 15 telephone calls from members of the public referring to media
reports about these claims.

Although it is possible, in certain circumstances, for someone to be lawfully
registered to vote in more than one place, it is a criminal offence for an elector to
cast more than one vote on their own behalf in a UK Parliamentary general



election.

We have not investigated specific instances of alleged double voting – where
potential criminal offences are involved it is for police forces and prosecutors to
assess the evidence to determine whether legal action should be taken.
 
We reminded complainants who contacted us during and after the June 2017
general election that anyone with evidence that someone may have voted twice
should report it to the police force covering either voting area or should contact
Crimestoppers, the anonymous crime reporting charity.
 
We provided advice to UK police forces about how to investigate allegations that
an individual may have voted twice, including obtaining the marked copy of the
register from the relevant local Returning Officers (who were responsible for the
administration of the elections). The marked register records those electors who
have been issued with and returned a postal ballot pack and those who have been
issued with a ballot paper at a polling station.
 
Following the June 2017 general election, the National Police Chiefs’ Council
(NPCC) collated information from police forces across the UK about the status of
their investigations into allegations of double voting. At the time of publishing our
further report on the administration of the general election in December 2017 we
were aware that a total of 17 individual allegations of double voting had been
identified from claims made directly to the police or indirectly via elected

representatives, the press or social media.
[2]

 These allegations remain under
investigation, and we aim to report by March 2018 on data about the outcome of
cases across the UK from all elections in 2017.
 
The evidence available to date from police investigations does not appear to
indicate that double voting took place at the June 2017 general election on any
significant scale. It is nevertheless troubling that there is currently no mechanism
to collectively interrogate registers maintained by different Electoral Registration
Officers in order to identify duplicate entries across Great Britain, and that some
voters appear to have admitted exploiting that weakness.

We highlighted the opportunity to address this vulnerability when the UK
Government was developing its plans to implement individual electoral registration

in Great Britain in 2011.
[3]

 The UK’s Law Commissions also recommended in
2016 that electors applying to be registered in respect of a second home should
be asked to designate which home they wish to be registered at to vote at national

elections.
[4]

We also recommended in our reports on the June  2017 general election that the
UK Government should undertake further work to explore mechanisms to reduce
the risk of people voting in more than one constituency at future elections. We
suggested that this could build on work to help identify and reduce the number of
duplicate electoral registration applications submitted by voters, which have had a
significant administrative and financial impact for local authority Electoral
Registration Officers at high-profile elections in recent years.



We also recommended that the Government should also consider other options
for reducing this risk, such as requiring people who are lawfully registered to vote
in local government elections for more than one local authority area to choose
which of those addresses they will vote at for UK Parliamentary general elections.

We are now waiting to receive the UK Government’s response to our reports and
recommendations.

I trust that this information satisfies your request. If you are not satisfied with this
response, please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details
of which can be found on the Commission website at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-
requests/how-do-I-make-an-foi-request

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: https://ico.org.uk/
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Information Management Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
electoralcommission.org.uk
yourvotematters.co.uk
 
Twitter | Facebook | Blog
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