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From: FOI
Sent: 13 November 2020 12:22
To:
Subject: FOI 129-20 - Response

Dear , 
 

Our Ref: FOI-129-20 
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 16 October 2020. 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the 
statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is shown below followed by our response. 
 
Some months ago it was reported that the Commission was to use powers it already held to 
prosecute cases of breaches of electoral law. 
 
More recently it was reported that the Commission no longer intended to use those powers. 
 
May I please see all correspondence both internal and external (with for example the Cabinet 
Office) relating to the reversal of the original decision. 
 
 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We do not hold the information you have requested. 
 
While we have had many positive discussions about our proposals to begin to bring prosecutions 
in certain limited circumstances, we do not currently have broad stakeholder understanding and 
consent so this work is currently paused. We hope to build consensus among stakeholders as to 
the purpose and benefit of the Commission building a prosecutions capability in due course.  
 
We had planned to consult later this year on changes to our Enforcement Policy. This would have 
been the next step in developing the Commission’s prosecution proposals, and formed part of our 
Corporate Plan approved by the Speaker’s Committee earlier this year. This has been paused.  
 
Our focus is to work to prepare for the polls taking place next May, to ensure that these elections 
can be delivered safely and effectively against the backdrop of the public health environment. We 
are also listening to stakeholder feedback and the view of those looking at the issue, such as the 
Committee on Standards in Public Life, which currently has a review underway into electoral law 
regulation, before any further steps are taken to progress our plans. 
 
The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority, If you are not satisfied with this 
response, please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which can be 
found on the Commission website at: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-
information/make-a-freedom-information-request. 
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Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you 
are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Information Officer 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
The Electoral Commission 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
 




