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Sent via email:  
 
12 November 2020 

 

Dear  

Internal review of FOI request 118-20 

Thank you for your emails to FOI@electoralcommssion.org.uk of 19 October 2020 
seeking an internal review of your request for information, reference number FOI 118-20. 

I have carried out this review because I am a member of the Electoral Commission’s 
management team and I was not previously involved in the original response to your 
request.  

In seeking an internal review you made the following comments: 

“I prefer the review to go ahead so my application is considered by more senior staff. In 
my opinion the error (non-reply) in the initial application was made by EC staff and 
therefore a review by a more senior member staff may help to avoid similar errors in the 
future. In any case, the information sought is the same information.” 

Outcome of your internal review: 

I have reviewed your original FOI request, in which you asked for “a copy of any or all 
agreement(s) between the Commission and the Liberal Democrats on the training and 
accreditation of election agents.” 

The Commission responded: “We welcome initiatives by parties to improve compliance 
but the Commission has not sought or obtained specific agreements with the Liberal 
Democrats or any other party on the training and accreditation of election agents.” 

It is true that the Commission does not enter into agreements with parties about how they 
accredit or train their election agents. The Commission’s remit does not extend to cover 
this area of a party’s administration.  

However as you have pointed out, in July 2019 the Liberal Democrats drafted an 
enforcement undertaking, which was agreed with the Electoral Commission and covered 
areas in which the party could make improvements. One such area was ‘training and 
accreditation for agents’.  

This document was considered for release as part of your initial request, but discounted. 
This is because the Commission considers an enforcement undertaking to be a proposal 



 

on a number of compliance matters that we either accept or reject. It is not drafted in 
‘agreement’ with the Commission. Furthermore, we do not take a view on content relating 
to election agents, as this does not fall within our remit.  

However, the document in question is described on its first page as having been ‘agreed 
with the Electoral Commission’, and makes reference to ‘the training and accreditation of 
election agents’.  I therefore believe that it is reasonable to assume that such a document 
would fall within the scope of the request, using a broader interpretation of the term 
‘agreement’.  

I am therefore satisfied that the relevant extract of this document should have been 
released in response to FOI 118-20, and apologise that this was not the case.  

I understand that you have submitted a separate request for this document under FOI 
131-20, and expect the relevant contents to be shared with you by 16 November 2020.  

If you remain dissatisfied with our response, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner at: The ICO, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
For further details about the appeal procedure please visit www.ico.org.uk.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Niki Nixon 

Head of External Communications 

The Electoral Commission 




