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Dear , 

Our Ref: FOI 66/17 

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 16 May 2017. 

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so 
within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 

Your request is in bold below followed by our response. 

You have requested: 

What legal duties does the Electoral Commission have to ensure the integrity of 

elections?  

Our response is as follows: 

We responded on 16 May 2017 to your previous request for ‘What legal duties does the 
Electoral Commission have to ensure the integrity of elections’ as follows: 

The Police and CPS are responsible for investigating and if appropriate 
prosecuting relevant offences under the Representation of the People Act 1983 
(RPA). Further the Commission is not empowered under the RPA to bring election 
petitions. The Commission’s legal duties that relate to this are its general functions 
of keeping electoral law under review (section 6 of the Political Parties Elections 
and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA)) and its duties to monitor, and take all 
reasonable steps to secure compliance with, the restrictions on PPERA political 
finance and RPA candidate election expenses and donations (under section 145 
PPERA). 

The full legal powers and duties the Electoral Commission are set out in the Political 
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000, which is available on the UK Legislation 
website at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/contents  

Further information about the Roles that the Electoral Commission has in elections and 
referendums is available on our website:   
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http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/our-work/roles-and-responsibilities/our-role-in-
elections-and-referendums  
 
If you are further interested in the Commission’s role as a Regulator of political party 
finances this is also available on the website. 
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/our-work/roles-and-responsibilities/our-role-as-
regulator-of-political-party-finances  
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request.  

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a 
review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-
do-I-make-an-foi-request 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures 
and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO website: 
http://www.ico.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

 

Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser 

The Electoral Commission 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk  




