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May 2021 elections: public attitudes towards voting in England
and Wales in the context of COVID-19

In December 2020, the Commission undertook research in England
and Wales to better understand attitudes to voting in the context of
COVID-19. This research follows two such surveys carried out in
August and November 2020 with voters in Scotland.

The research shows that a majority of voters in both England and
Wales would feel safe voting in person at a polling station, with
appropriate hygiene measures and physical distancing in place.
However, the research also indicates a likely increase in postal
voting at the elections in May 2021.

These findings reflect attitudes at the time of fieldwork. While they
are helpful in highlighting the potential impact of COVID-19 on
resourcing and processes for delivery of the 2021 elections, they
should be treated as an indicative snapshot of views, rather than a
predictor of voter behaviour. Also, the views expressed may be
weakly held and subject to change depending on the wider context
since this work was carried out.

May 2021 election: ordering polling station handbooks and
guick guides - reminder

As set out in Bulletin 277, we are now collecting orders for hard
copies of polling station handbooks and quick guides for use at the
May 2021 election.

If you haven’t already done so, the deadline for completing the
online order form is 5pm, Friday 22 January 2021. We will be
printing to order so it is important that you provide us with your
figures by the deadline.

Please note that once you have submitted your order form, you will
not be able to amend your order yourself. If you need to make any
changes to your order, please contact
infoscotland@electoralcommission.org. uk.
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We expect that the despatch of polling station handbooks and quick
guides to those who have ordered them will commence in mid-
March. We will confirm the timing of the delivery, and provide links
to the updated handbook and quick guide, in a future Bulletin.

May 2021 election: FAQs for local authorities

Preparations continue for the Scottish Parliament election and more
widely across Great Britain for the polls scheduled to take place in
May. Since the New Year, and given the developments in the public
health situation, there has been speculation in the media and
elsewhere about whether the polls will go ahead in May.

We are liaising with the UK’s governments and with the electoral
community on these issues. In the meantime, to assist local
authorities with communicating the current situation to the media and
voters, we have developed some FAQs, which you can find below.
We have also shared, for your information, our current press line.

We recommend the lines below should only be used reactively, to
answer any questions from journalists or members of the public.
The information below is accurate as of Tuesday 19 January,
however this is an evolving situation. We will share any further
information, as needed, via Roll Call and the Bulletin.

Current Electoral Commission statement

“It is an important democratic principle that elections should proceed
as scheduled whenever possible. To ensure they can do so this May,
we continue to work with the electoral community, informed by the
latest public health advice.

“Voters should be able to participate in the polls, campaigners and
parties be able to put their case to the electorate, and electoral
administration staff be able to run the polling stations and count
centres, safely and confidently.

“As preparations for the polls continue, we are working closely with
the electoral community to provide support, and to understand the
impacts of the pandemic on their complex and important work. We
will be communicating with voters to ensure they understand how to
participate in the polls safely.”

FAQs

Are the elections on 6 May being postponed?

The elections are scheduled to go ahead as planned on 6 May. We
are working hard to ensure that they can proceed effectively,
including that polling stations will be safe places to vote.

Who makes the decision to postpone the election?
Any decision to postpone the polls as a result of the coronavirus
pandemic would be for the Scottish Parliament.

Do you think they can go ahead in the current circumstances?
The Electoral Commission has developed a set of election objectives
with the UK’s governments, political parties and electoral
administrators, to ensure the elections can be delivered safely and
successfully.

We are working with the UK’s governments, the Electoral
Commission, the wider electoral community and public health
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authorities to ensure that voters can cast their votes safely at the
elections on 6 May 2021.

These preparations allow for a range of restriction levels in May.

We are also putting arrangements in place to help ensure polling
stations are safe places to vote. Voters can expect many of the
measures they’ve become used to over recent months, such as the
use of hand sanitiser, floor markings and face coverings.
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