
 

 
 
From: FOI  
Sent: 22 February 2018 14:49 
To: 
Subject: FOI 031/18 Labour Candidate Expenses Returns Response 

 
Dear , 
 

 
Our Ref: FOI 031/18 

 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 21 February 2018. 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so 
within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.  
 
Could you provide the details of donations given to the campaigns of every Labour Party 
candidate in the Bristol City Council local elections of 2016, as given in the spending returns 
for each candidate? 
 
I would appreciate this information in Microsoft Excel format if possible, indicating: 
 
- Name of donating individual, organisation, or trade union 
- Name of the recipient Labour Party candidate 
- Name of City Council ward that the Labour Party candidate was contesting 
- £ value of the donation 
 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We do not hold the information you have requested.  
 
Returning Officers hold the spending returns of candidates. The Commission is provided 
with copies of the returns of candidates for UK Parliamentary General Elections but not for 
local government elections. 
 
Your request should therefore be directed to Bristol City Council. I should advise you that 
under FOI a public body is not required to create or format information and it is unlikely 
that the Council will provide you with the information in Excel format. The Council is not 
required to provide copies of the returns either, though will most likely provide copies for a 
charge. You can view the returns in person. The contact details for the Council’s Electoral 
Services team are below, obtained from its website. 

 Email electoral.services@bristol.gov.uk 
 Call 0117 922 3400 
 By post: Electoral Services (B Bond), Bristol City Council, PO Box 3176, Bristol, BS3 9FS 
 In person: CYPS Reception, B Bond, Smeaton Road, Bristol, BS1 6XN 

I trust that this information satisfies your request.  

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates an 
internal review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 



 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-
I-make-an-foi-request 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures 
and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO website: 
https://ico.org.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  

 
Information, Knowledge and Systems Manager 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk  
electoralcommission.org.uk 
yourvotematters.co.uk 
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