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Senedd election 

Guidance for 
candidates  
and agents 
Part 2a of 6 – Standing at the 
constituency election 
 February 2021 

This document applies to the constituency election to the Senedd only. It 
does not apply to the regional election to the Senedd. Our guidance and 
resources for the regional election to the Senedd and for other elections in 
the UK can be accessed from our website at: 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-those-we-
regulate/candidates-and-agents/ 
 

 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-those-we-regulate/candidates-and-agents/
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-those-we-regulate/candidates-and-agents/
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Essential 
information 
 

   

In this document, we use ‘you’ to refer to all candidates 
standing at the Senedd constituency election. Where our 
guidance only applies to a particular type of candidate (for 
example, a party candidate) this will be specifically stated. 
 
We use ‘must’ when we refer to a specific requirement. We 
use ‘should’ for items we consider to be minimum good 
practice, but which are not legal or regulatory requirements. 
Deadlines mentioned in this document are generic and we 
have published a generic, election timetable on our website. 
 
For scheduled elections, we will publish an election timetable 
containing the specific deadlines for those polls which you can 
download from our website. 
 
 
 

Data protection 
legislation applies f 
applies to the 
processing of all 
personal data.  
 
Please contact the 
Information 
Commissioner's Office 
for further information 
about how the data 
protection legislation 
affects you. 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/national-assembly-wales-elections
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
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Completing your nomination 
papers 

 

 

 

• the nomination form 
• a home address form 
• your consent to nomination 

 

 

 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/148413/PCC-Election-timetable.doc
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/148413/PCC-Election-timetable.doc
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3256
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The nomination form 
 

• Your full name. This means your surname and other 
names in full. Using initials only could lead to your 
nomination paper being rejected. Also, do not use 
prefixes such as Mr, Mrs, Dr or Cllr as part of your name. 
The same applies to suffixes. However, if you have a title, 
you can use this as your full name. For example, if your 
actual name is Joseph Smith but your hereditary title is 
Joseph Avon, you can use the name Joseph Avon as 
your full name. 

• The signature of one subscriber. You can act as your 
own subscriber or ask someone else to subscribe your 
nomination. If someone else has signed the form, that 
person will also need to supply their full name and 
address, this address does not need to be in the 
constituency. 

 

• A commonly used name: If you commonly use a name 
that is different from any forename(s) or surname that you 

The RO can hold 
your nomination 
paper invalid if the 
particulars of your 
nomination are not 
as required by law.  
The RO can also 
reject your 
nomination if they 
conclude that it is 
clearly a sham, for 
example, if an 
obviously fictitious 
name is provided.   
 

Your name and 
description (if you 
choose to use one) 
should be written on 
the nomination form 
before you ask 
subscribers to sign 
the form. 
 

To find out how to 
obtain the electoral 
register, see: 
Part 4: The 
Campaign 
 

Data protection 
legislation applies to 
the processing of all 
personal data.  
Please contact the 
Information 
Commissioner's 
Office for further 
information about 
how the current data 
protection legislation 
affects you. 
 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3256
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/394
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/108860/Campaigning-dos-and-donts.pdf
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/394
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
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have and you wish this to appear on the ballot paper, you 
need to state this on the nomination form. More details 
are provided in paragraph 1.86. 

• A description: You can ask for either the party’s name 
as registered with the Commission or one of the party’s 
registered descriptions to appear on the ballot paper 
underneath your name.  

Independent candidates: If you want the word 
‘Independent’ and/or ‘Annibynnol’ to appear on the ballot 
paper underneath your name, you need to state this on 
the nomination form. No other descriptions are allowed 
for candidates who are not standing on behalf of a 
registered political party. Alternatively, you may choose 
not to have a description at all by leaving this part of the 
form blank. 

Party candidates: You can ask for either the party’s 
name as registered with the Commission or one of the 
party’s registered descriptions to appear on the ballot 
paper underneath your name. You may use either the 
English version, Welsh version or both versions of either 
the party name or description as long as they are 
registered with us. 

If you want to use a party name or description, you must 
submit alongside your other nomination papers a 
certificate that shows that you are authorised to use the 
party’s name or description (known as a certificate of 
authorisation). The certificate must be issued by the 
registered party’s Nomination Officer (or someone 
authorised to act on their behalf) and be received by the 
CRO by the nominations deadline. i.e. by 4pm on the 
nineteenth working day before the poll. Further 
information on the certificate is provided in paragraph 
1.14 

If you want to use a registered party name that does not 
include ‘Welsh’ or ‘Cymru’ then the registered party name 

For information on 
how to register a 
political party, see 
the Commission’s 
website 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-those-we-regulate/register-a-new-party
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-those-we-regulate/register-a-new-party
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may be supplemented with ‘Welsh’ or ‘Cymru’ in the 
description box on the nomination paper. 

If you are standing on behalf of two or more parties, you 
may use a joint description as registered with the 
Commission. In that case, you will need authorisation 
from the Nominating Officer for each of the registered 
parties (or people appointed in writing to act on their 
behalf). 

You should take particular care when completing the 
descriptions field on the nomination form. The party name 
/ description used on the nomination paper must exactly 
match (not including the prefix ‘Welsh’ or suffix ‘Cymru’) 
the party name/description on the Commission’s online 
register of political parties: 
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk. If it does not, 
the whole nomination will be rejected. 

You do not have to use a description. You may choose not to 
have a description at all by leaving the description field of the 
form blank. 

Consent to nomination 
 

• your date of birth 
• an address within the Senedd constituency, an adjoining 

constituency, or in a county or county borough which is 
partly comprised in or adjoins the Senedd constituency 
you are standing in (this will be deemed to be your office 
address should you become your own election agent by 
failing to appoint anybody else. Further information on 
election agents is provided in paragraph 1.55) 

• that you are not a candidate at the same election in any 
other Senedd constituency 

The party’s 
Nominating Officer 
may appoint 
deputies to act on 
their behalf. The 
appointment must 
be made in writing 
and submitted to 
the CRO. 

Information on the 
qualifications and 
disqualifications is 
provided in Part 1: 
Can you stand for 
election? 

http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3256
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3745
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3745
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3745
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The certificate of authorisation – party 
candidates only 

 

• the exact party name as registered with the Commission 
(either the English version, Welsh version or both) 

• one of the party’s descriptions as registered with the 
Commission (either the English version, Welsh version 
or both) 

• your choice of either the registered party name or one of 
the registered descriptions. 

Particular care should be taken by the Nominating Officer (or 
someone appointed in writing to act on their behalf) when 
completing the certificate of authorisation. If the certificate 
explicitly authorises a particular party name/party description 
and this does not match the party name/description on the 
nomination paper (not including the prefix ‘Welsh’ or suffix 
‘Cymru’).  
 

 

A party can register 
up to three 
emblems. You may 
want to check with 
your party (e.g. with 
the Nominating 
Officer or someone 
authorised to act on 
their behalf) which 
emblem to use. 
Make sure you 
request a current 
emblem, as 
registered with the 
Commission on the 
online register of 
political parties. 
 

Registered party 
names and 
descriptions can 
be found on the 
Commission’s 
online register: 
http://search.electo
ralcommission.org.
uk  

http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/


 
 
 
 

Senedd election > Candidates and agents > Part 2a of 6 

 

 

Request to use an emblem on the ballot 
paper: party candidates only 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://pefonline.electoralcommission.org.uk/search/searchintro.aspx
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/
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Home address form 
 

 

 

 

• Must not contain abbreviations 
• Must be your current home address 
• Must not be a business address (unless you run a 

business from your home)  
 

 

 

• A statement, signed by you, which states that you require 
your home address not to be made public 

• The Senedd constituency which your home address is 
located in or, if your address is outside Wales, the UK 
Parliamentary constituency 

• If you live outside the UK, the name of the country in 
which your home address is situated 



 
 
 
 

Senedd election > Candidates and agents > Part 2a of 6 

 

Submitting your nomination 
papers 

 

Who can deliver the nomination papers? 
 

• yourself 
• Someone authorised on your behalf (provided you have 

given the CRO the person’s name and address - in 
writing or electronically - before or at the time the form is 
delivered)  

• your election agent (provided you have given notice of 
appointment to the CRO or the notice is submitted when 
the forms are delivered) 

• if you are standing for a party, the party’s Nominating 
Officer (or someone appointed in writing to act on their 
behalf) 

 



 
 
 
 

Senedd election > Candidates and agents > Part 2a of 6 

 

How must nomination papers be submitted? 
 

 

 

 

When must nomination papers be submitted? 
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The deposit 

 

• cash (British pounds only) 
• a UK banker’s draft 

 

 

 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/148413/PCC-Election-timetable.doc
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/148413/PCC-Election-timetable.doc
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/148413/PCC-Election-timetable.doc
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/148413/PCC-Election-timetable.doc
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Inspecting other candidates’ 
nomination papers 

 

• you 
• your election agent  
• if you are standing for a political party, the party’s 

Nominating Officer 
• if you are acting as your own election agent, someone 

nominated by you to attend on your behalf. 

 

 

 

Objections to nominations 
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Timetable for objections  
Nominations delivered up to and including 4pm on the day 
before the deadline for the delivery of nomination papers 

 

Nominations delivered after 4pm on the day before the 
deadline for the delivery of nomination papers 

 

Objections on the grounds that a candidate is imprisoned 
for a year or more 

 

Decisions on objections 
 

• that the particulars of the candidate are not as required by 
law 

• that the form is not subscribed as required 

In one exceptional 
circumstance, 
where the objection 
is on the grounds 
that a candidate is 
disqualified 
because they are 
serving a prison 
sentence of a year 
or more, objections 
can be made on the 
nineteenth working 
day before the poll.  
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• that the candidate is disqualified on the grounds that they 
are imprisoned and serving a sentence of a year or 
more 

• that the candidate is standing in more than one Assembly 
constituency 

 

 
Withdrawing 

 

 

 

 

If elected at an 
uncontested 
election, candidates 
must still make a 
declaration as to 
their election 
spending. 

See Part 3: 
Spending and 
donations for more 
details. 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3366
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3870
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/2192
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/2192
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/2192
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What happens after the close 
of nominations? 

 

• the full or commonly used names, as the case may be, of 
all candidates validly nominated  

• the names of candidates who no longer stand nominated, 
if any (i.e. invalid and withdrawn candidates), with the 
reason why they are no longer standing 

• the address of each candidate, or if they have requested 
not to make their home address public, the name of the 
constituency in which their home address is situated (or 
the country if their home address is situated outside the 
UK) 

• each candidate's description (if any) 
 

Inspecting home address forms 
 

• Any (other) person standing nominated as a candidate in 
the same Senedd constituency as you 

• The election agent or subscriber of any other person 
standing nominated as a candidate in the same Senedd 
constituency as you 

• Where another person standing nominated in the same 
Senedd constituency as you is acting as their own agent, 
any other person nominated by them 
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Appointing your election agent 
and other agents 

 

 

 

• the opening of postal votes  
• the poll 
• the verification and count 

Who can be an election agent? 
 

 

• the CRO, the Regional Returning Officer or a member of 
their staff (including any clerks appointed specifically for 
the election) 

• a deputy or clerk of the CRO, Regional Returning Officer 
or a member of their staff 

• an officer of a local authority whose services have been 
placed at the disposal of the CRO or Regional Returning 
Officer 

• a partner or clerk of any of the above 

For more 
information about 
candidate 
spending, see: 
Part 3: Spending 
and donations 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/2192
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/2192
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Appointing an election agent 
 

 

 

 

• within the Senedd constituency you are standing in or an 
adjoining Senedd constituency 

• in a county or county borough which is partly comprised 
in or adjoins the Senedd constituency you are standing in 

 

 

 

It is helpful to also 
provide a contact 
telephone number 
and email address 
for your election 
agent so that the 
CRO can easily 
contact them. 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3256
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3256
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Revoking an election agent’s appointment 
 

 

 

Sub-agents 
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Appointing postal voting, polling and counting 
agents 

 

 

 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/2192
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/3256
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Death of a candidate 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/2699
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/2175
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/1659
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/1378
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/1378
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Supplementary 
information 
Commonly used name(s) 
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• the statement of persons nominated and the notice of poll 
• the ballot papers 

 
 

 

 

Death of a candidate 
 

Death of an independent candidate 
 

It is the time at 
which the CRO 
receives proof of 
the candidate’s 
death that is the 
relevant factor, not 
the actual time of 
death. 
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Death of a party candidate 
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