From: FOI

Sent: 06 April 2021 08:41

To:

Subject: FOI 024-21 - Response

Attachments: FOI 024-21 SLGE 2017 Candidates and Agents draft survey logging guide.pdf; FOI
024-21 SLGE Candidate and Agent survey results 2017 Log.xIsx

vear I

Our Ref: FOI-024-21

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 4 March 2021 and received by the
Commission on 5 March 2021.

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the
statutory timeframe of twenty working days.

Your request is shown below followed by our response.

I would like to request to be given access to survey data collected by the Electoral Commission on
candidates who stood in the 2017 Scottish local government elections. The only document | can
find on this survey is the report on the administration of the 2017 Scottish council elections which |
attach. In the Appendix, it states on p. 27 that a survey of candidates and agents was carried out
in 2017, resulting in 1,001 valid responses available for analysis. | have not been able to locate
any other information about this survey. The reason for my request is to use these data for
academic research. | am currently PI of two ESRC funded research projects on election
candidates, one of which specifically involves the secondary analysis of candidate survey data.
While any further information about the results of this survey would welcome, | would like to
request a copy of the dataset (in whatever format it is available, SPSS, Excel etc.) in order to carry
out a secondary data analysis. As access to this data is requested as a contribution to publicly
funded research, there is a public interest in this research to be carried out. Current data
protection legislation should allow this data to be made available for this purpose. Any release will
have to be tied to a declaration on my part to comply with any relevant data protection provisions.
| would be willing to comply with any data protection rules that apply.

Our response is as follows:
We hold the information you have requested.

Attached to this email is a dataset of 873 logged responses to the survey and the accompanying
marked up questionnaire to allow for interpretation of the logged result.

Please note that Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act provides for an exemption where
the information requested constitutes personal data as defined by the Data Protection Act 2018,
and where release of the information requested would breach one of the data protection
principles. Some of the information contained in the requested information falls within the
description of personal data as defined by the DPA because the information relates directly to an
identifiable living individual. This includes names and contact details of individuals in some



instances. We have, therefore, removed data from the log that would allow individual candidates
to be easily identified including the name of the ward they stood in and demographic information.

The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority and | trust that this information
satisfies your request.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at:
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-information/make-a-freedom-information-

request.

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you
are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/.

Yours sincerely

Information Officer
FOl@electoralcommission.org.uk

The Electoral Commission
electoralcommission.org.uk
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