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From: FOI
Sent: 12 April 2021 10:01
To:
Subject: FOI 032-21 - Response

Dear , 
 

Our Ref: FOI-032-21 
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 10 March 2021 and received by the 
Commission on 11 March 2021. 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the 
statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is shown below followed by our response. 
 
Hi there, I'd like to request 
 
- any internal communications or documentation held by the Electoral Commission that has 
mentioned "Brian Rose", or his campaign for London Mayor, from the years 2020 and 2021. 
-any communications or documents shared between the Electoral Commission and Brian Rose, 
representatives of his campaign for London Mayor, or representatives of his businesses Longstem 
Limited, The Digital Freedom Platform, or London Real, during the years 2020 and 2021. 

We asked you to clarify your response, and on 11 March you responded to say: 
 
I'd like both the papers requesting his finances, and his candidate registration, please.  
 
In the presumably unlikely scenario that this request would exceed the section 12 cost limit, I'd 
request solely the financial papers instead, please.  
 
 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We do not hold the information you have requested. 
 
We understand your clarified request to be for any internal communications or documentation 
relating to requests by the Commission for information about the finances of Mr Rose or the 
organisations you specify, and the same material relating to his candidacy for Mayor of London. 
 
To deal with ‘candidate registration’ first, the Electoral Commission has no role in the nomination 
of candidates (there is no ‘registration’ as such). For London Mayoral elections, as well as the 
Greater London Assembly elections, a body known as London Elects administers the process. 
Their website is: https://www.londonelects.org.uk/. Candidates are required to deliver a 
nomination form and pay a fee in order to become nominated. You can find information about 
nominations for candidates on the London Elects website or contact them. Our only contact with 
Mr Rose in this capacity was a routine email we sent to all candidates explaining the main rules 
regarding candidacy, donations, and spending. That does not appear to be within the scope of 
your request. Those rules are also set out on the London Elects website.  
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In response to your broader questions, the Commission has not made any request regarding Mr 
Rose’s finances or those of any of the businesses you refer to. London Real was registered as a 
political party on 16 March 2021. Any party seeking registration is required to provide a 
constitution and a financial scheme, the latter setting out how the party will organise and 
administer its finances compliant with the Political Parties Elections and Referendums Act 2000. 
We therefore hold a copy of the party’s financial scheme, but as this does not include any 
information as to the party’s actual finances, again we do not consider that it is within the scope of 
your request. 
 
As a registered party, London Real will be required to provide quarterly reports of donations it has 
accepted, or loans entered into, as well as an annual statement of accounts each year. That data 
will be published on the Commission’s website as part of our routine publication of registered 
party’s financial reports. 
 
The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority. If you are not satisfied with this 
response, please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which can be 
found on the Commission website at: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-
information/make-a-freedom-information-request.  
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you 
are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Information Officer 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
The Electoral Commission 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
 




