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From: FOI
Sent: 08 June 2021 15:35
To:
Subject: FOI 069-21 - Response
Attachments: 2021-03-04 - Independent Green Voice - RP2 registration note_Redacted.pdf; 

2021-01-21 - Independent Green Voice - RP2_Redacted.pdf

Dear , 
 

Our Ref: FOI-069-21 
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 9 May 2021 and received by the 
Commission on 10 May 2021. 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the 
statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is shown below followed by our response. 
 
I would be grateful if you could send me the formal documentation and any recorded 
correspondence that relates to the following:  
 
1. The registration and approval of Independent Green Voice: 
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/Registrations/PP293 
 
2. The registration and approval of the updated emblem, your ref: Emblem id 7782 
 
3. The registration and approval of the updated description: "Independent Green Voice - Organic, 
Local, Democratic." 
 
4. The number, if any, of complaints or enquiries received by the Electoral Commission regarding 
the Independent Green Voice participation in the most recent Scottish Parliamentary election and 
the potential for confusion with the Scottish Green Party.  
 
 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We hold some of the information you have requested. 
 
We do not hold documents relating to the registration of Independent Green Voice as a political 
party.  
 
Independent Green Voice was registered as a political party in March 2003. While the 
Commission’s current policy is to retain documents relating to the registration of a political party, 
this has not always been the case. 
 
Please find attached an application submitted by the party on 21 January 2021 to register the 
description and emblem referred to in your request, and the registration note which sets out that 
the application was approved. 
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Up to and including 10 May 2021, we can confirm that the Commission received 236 enquiries 
covering the details outlined in your request. 

We are not able to comply fully with your request for the following reason. 

Exemption under section 40(2):  

Information is exempt under section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) where 
release of the information would breach one of the data protection principles in the GDPR. One of 
the principles states that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully. 

Some of the information contained in the requested information falls within the description of 
personal data because the information relates directly to an identifiable living individual. 
Disclosure of this information would breach the first data protection principle, which states the 
information must be processed fairly and lawfully. Any personal data that is not already in the 
public domain has been redacted. 
 
Under this provision, we have also redacted the names of Commission staff below Head level. 
This is because those members of staff have a reasonable expectation that their personal details 
will not be made public. 
 
 
The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority and I trust that this information 
satisfies your request. In some circumstances we cannot responsibly release requested 
information, and we ask for your understanding in this regard. 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review 
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-information/make-a-freedom-information-
request.  

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you 
are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Information Officer 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
The Electoral Commission 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
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Decision and Approval Board comments 

Applicant party name: Independent Green Voice 

Application type: Application to register a new emblem and description 

Relevant register: GB (England, Scotland, Wales) 

 

 Application details and 
recommendation 

Decision and Approval Board comments 

Proposed descriptions: 

1. Independent 
Green Voice - 
Organic, Local, 
Democratic (A) 

 

Proposed emblems: 

1.  (A) 

 

Initial view (please add initials and date): 

LE – 10/03/21 – As recommended I am minded to 
approve the description and emblem. 

Approval Board comments (please add initials and 
date): 

CH 16/03/21: I agree with the recommendation and 
the initial view. 

AAM 16.03.2021: I agree both with recommendation 
and initial view. 

TH 17.03.2021: I agree with the recommendations and 
initial view. 

AON 18.03.2021: I agree with the recommendations 
and initial view.  

CW 18/03/2021 – I agree with the initial view 

 

Decision (please add initials and date): 

LE – 22/03/21 – I approve the description and 
emblem. 

 

 

Recommendation of Registration Team member 
1. In making my recommendations I have considered the requirements and 

statutory tests set out in the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums 
Act 2000 (PPERA). 

2. I recommend that the Commission approve the party’s application.  

3. My recommendations in relation to each aspect of the application are set 
out as follows: 
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Description 1 Independent Green 
Voice - Organic, Local, 
Democratic 

A  

Emblem 1 

 

A  

 

 

04 March 2021 
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Registration Team member assessment 
 

Applicant party information 

Link to party’s 
registered entry 

Link 

Link to party 
accounts 

Wikipedia 

 

Application history 

Link to application 
docs 

Application 

Part of the register GB (England, Scotland, Wales) 

Date first lodged Date considered 
complete 

Date published for 
comment 

21 January 2021  01 February 2021 12 February 2021 

4. At the point of submission, not all of the party’s officers had PEF Online 
accounts. All officers were able to authorise the application on 01 February 
2021 by email. 

a. Emails 1 

b. Emails 2 

c. Emails 3 

 

Consideration of the Welsh Language Measure 
5. As a public body operating in Wales, we are required to carry out our 

functions in line with the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011 and the 
Welsh Language Standards. We are required to treat the Welsh language 
no less favourably than English in performing our functions in Wales. 

6. I have considered these requirements insofar as they relate to our 
assessment of this registration application, including the application of the 
statutory tests under Part II of PPERA. 

7. To this end, as the party is registered to contest elections in Wales, I have 
sought Welsh translations of all proposed English identity marks (and vice 
versa), including text contained in emblems. I have considered those 
translations and their relevance to each of the relevant statutory tests. 

Type ID Mark – English 
Version 

ID Mark – Welsh 
Version 

Translators 
comments 
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Description Independent Green 
Voice - Organic, 
Local, Democratic 

 

Llais Gwyrdd 
Annibynnol – 
Organig, Lleol, 
Democrataidd 

 

Emblem  

Text 
reads: 

INDEPENDENT 
GREEN VOICE 

Llais Gwyrdd 
Annibynnol 
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Application form 

Link to application 
form 

Application form 

Recommendation Approve 

Summary reason Application has been properly authorised using PEF 
Online and Email 

 

8. I am satisfied that the required fee has been provided. 

9. I am satisfied that the application has been properly authorised using the 
PEF Online system and via email. 

a. Emails 1 

b. Emails 2 

c. Emails 3 
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Descriptions  
Description 1 

Proposed 
description 

Independent Green Voice - Organic, Local, Democratic 

Recommendation Approve 

Summary reason Satisfies the requirements of a description under PPERA 

10. In making my recommendation I have considered the factors set out in the 
following paragraphs. 

11. As explained above, in considering the requirements of the Welsh 
Language (Wales) Measure 2011 and the Welsh Language Standards, I 
have sought a translation for this proposed description: Llais Gwyrdd 
Annibynnol – Organig, Lleol, Democrataidd. I have considered the 
relevance of the translation to each of the relevant statutory tests. 

d. The record of the translation can be found here. 

12.  I am satisfied that the proposed description amounts to a description 
under PPERA. 

e. The description contains the party’s name in full. 

13. The proposed identifier is not the same as another identifier on the 
register. 

14. I am of the view that registration of the identifier is not likely to result in 
electors confusing the applicant party with another registered party. 

f. I have not been able to identify another registered identity mark which 
would be likely to cause confusion with the proposed description 
expressed either in English or in Welsh. 

15. The proposed identifier is not more than six words. 

16. The proposed identifier, in my view, is not obscene or offensive.  

17. The proposed identifier, in my view, if published is not likely amount to the 
commission of an offence.  

18. The proposed identifier, in my view, is not likely, were it to appear on a 
ballot paper, to result in an elector being misled as to the effect of their vote.  

19. The proposed identifier, in my view, is not likely, were it to appear on a 
ballot paper, to contradict, or hinder an elector’s understanding of, any 
directions for their guidance in voting.  

20. The proposed identifier does not include any script other than Roman 
Script.  

21. The proposed identifier does include a word or expression prohibited by 
order made by the Secretary of State.  
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k. Whilst there are several emblems that include images of leaves, the 
inclusion of the party’s name provides a clear point of distinction and 
would prevent confusion between it and any registered emblem. 

i.  - Act for Cuxton Together 

ii.  - Basingstoke & Deane Independents 

iii. - Green Party 

28. The proposed identifier, in my view, is not obscene or offensive.  

29. The proposed identifier, in my view, if published is not likely amount to the 
commission of an offence.  

30. The proposed identifier, in my view, is not likely, were it to appear on a 
ballot paper, to result in an elector being misled as to the effect of their vote.  

31. The proposed identifier, in my view, is not likely, were it to appear on a 
ballot paper, to contradict, or hinder an elector’s understanding of, any 
directions for their guidance in voting.  

32. The proposed identifier does include a word or expression prohibited by 
order made by the Secretary of State.  

l. The word Independent must be qualified by words besides the words 
“Official” or “Unofficial”, the registered identity mark belonging to 
another party, or the word “Party”. 

m. The use of the word is permissible. 

 



10 

Register searches 
Table 1: Similarity score results 

33. The following table lists identifiers that are similar to the proposed name or descriptions according to an electronic 
matching process. The higher the value, the higher the similarity. 

34. I undertook the search on the GB (England, Scotland, Wales) register. 

35. No matches for “Llais Gwyrdd Annibynnol – Organig, Lleol, Democrataidd” 

Proposed ID 
Marks 

ID Mark Type Party 
registered to 

Register Protected 
until 

Similarity 

Independent 
Green Voice - 
Organic, Local, 
Democratic 

The 
Democratic 
Party 

Name The 
Democratic 
Party 

Great Britain - 54% 

Independent 
Green Voice - 
Organic, Local, 
Democratic 

Social 
Democratic 
Party Scotland 

Description Social 
Democratic 
Party 

Great Britain - 50% 

Independent 
Green Voice - 
Organic, Local, 
Democratic 

Local Alliance Name Local Alliance Great Britain - 49% 

 

Table 2: Identity marks that contain words in the proposed identity marks 

36. I have conducted a search to identify where words contained in the proposed descriptions and emblems appear on the 
registers.  

37. I undertook the searches on the GB (England, Scotland, Wales) register. 

38. The word “Organig” does not appear on the register. 
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39. I did not search for the word “Independent” (where contained on its own) as this word is extremely common on the register. 

Contains word: ID Mark  Type  Party registered to  

Annibynnol, Independent Wales Independent Network 
/ Rhwydwaith Annibynnol 
Cymru 

Description Independent Network (GB) 

Democrataidd Democrataidd Prydeinig / 
British Democrats 

Description British Democratic Party 
(GB) 

Democrataidd, Democratic 
 
 

British Democratic Party / 
Plaid Democrataidd 
Prydeinig 

Name British Democratic Party 
(GB) 

British Democratic Party / 
Plaid Democrataidd 
Prydeinig 

Description British Democratic Party 
(GB) 

Social Democratic Party / 
Yblaid Ddemocrataidd 
Gymbdeithasol 

Name Social Democratic Party 
(GB) 

Democratic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plaid Democratiadd 
Prydeinig / British 
Democratic Party 

Description British Democratic Party 
(GB) 

Christian Democratic Party Name Christian Democratic Party 
(GB) 

Rotherham Democratic 
Party 

Name Rotherham Democratic 
Party (GB) 

Scottish Democratic 
Alliance 

Name Scottish Democratic 
Alliance (GB) 

Social Democratic Party 
Scotland 

Description Social Democratic Party 
(GB) 

Social Democratic Party: 
Fighting For Brexit 

Description Social Democratic Party 
(GB) 

The Democratic Party Name The Democratic Party (GB) 



12 

Democratic, Independent Independent Sovereign 
Democratic Britain 

Name Independent Sovereign 
Democratic Britain (GB) 

Green Alliance For Green 
Socialism 

Name Alliance For Green 
Socialism (GB) 

Alliance for Green Socialism 
- Save Homes 

Description Alliance For Green 
Socialism (GB) 

Alliance For Green 
Socialism - Save NHS 

Description Alliance For Green 
Socialism (GB) 

Alliance For Green 
Socialism - Save Schools 

Description Alliance For Green 
Socialism (GB) 

Green Socialists Description Alliance For Green 
Socialism (GB) 

Elvis Turns Green Party Description Church of the Militant Elvis 
(GB) 

Hands off the Green Belt Description Formby Residents Action 
Group (GB) 

Green Party / Plaid Werdd Name Green Party (GB) 
Green Party candidate / 
Ymgeisydd Plaid Werdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

Green Party Councillor / 
Cynghorydd Plaid Werdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

Green Party first choice 
candidate / Ymgeisydd 
dewis cyntaf y Blaid Werdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

Green Party lead candidate 
/ Prif ymgeisydd y Blaid 
Werdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

Green Party second choice 
candidate / Ymgeisydd ail 
dewis y Blaid Werdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

Green Party Stop Fracking 
Now 

Description Green Party (GB) 
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Green Party third choice 
candidate / Ymgeisydd 
trydydd dewis y Blaid Werdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

The Green Party / Plaid 
Werdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

The Green Party candidate / 
Ymgeisydd y Blaid Werdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

Wales Green Party / Plaid 
Werdd Cymru 

Description Green Party (GB) 

Guildford Greenbelt Group Name Guildford Greenbelt Group 
(GB) 

Preserving Guildford’s 
greenbelt for our future 

Description Guildford Greenbelt Group 
(GB) 

Protecting our greenbelt 
through democracy 

Description Guildford Greenbelt Group 
(GB) 

Stopping destruction of 
Surrey’s green spaces 

Description Guildford Greenbelt Group 
(GB) 

Heritage Party - Keep Our 
Countryside Green 

Description Heritage Party (GB) 

Heritage Party - Protect the 
Green Belt 

Description Heritage Party (GB) 

Hinchley Wood / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Associations 

Joint description Hinchley Wood Residents 
Association (GB) 

Greenwich People Before 
Profit 

Description Lewisham People Before 
Profit (GB) 

Yellow Sun & Green Grass Description Link Party (GB) 
Scottish Green Party Name Scottish Green Party (GB) 
Elect Mark Ruskell as 
Green MSP 

Description Scottish Green Party (GB) 

Scottish Greens Description Scottish Green Party (GB) 
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Scottish Greens - Power In 
Your Hands 

Description Scottish Green Party (GB) 

Swanscombe and 
Greenhithe Residents' 
Association 

Name Swanscombe and 
Greenhithe Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association 

Name Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Hinchley Wood / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Associations 

Joint description Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Dittons and Weston Green 
Residents 

Description Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Dittons and Weston Green 
Residents' Association 

Description Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Thames Ditton and Weston 
Green Residents 

Description Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Thames Ditton/Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association 

Description Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Weston Green Residents Description Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Weston Green Residents' 
Association 

Description Thames Ditton / Weston 
Green Residents' 
Association (GB) 

Vectis Party – Protect green 
fields 

Description Vectis Party (GB) 
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Yorkshire Party - save our 
Greenbelt 

Description Yorkshire Party (GB) 

Green, Gwyrdd Green Party - Save Our 
Green Space / Plaid Werdd 
– Achubwch Ein Mannau 
Gwyrdd 

Description Green Party (GB) 

Independent, Local 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alliance for Local Living 
Independent Candidate. 

Description Alliance For Local Living 
(ALL) (GB) 

Ashtead Independent - local 
resident, local issues 

Description Ashtead Independents (GB) 

Ashtead Independents - 
local people, local issues 

Description Ashtead Independents (GB) 

Heavy Woollen 
Independents — your local 
choice 

Description Heavy Woollen District 
Independents (GB) 

Local Heavy Woollen 
Independent for MP 

Description Heavy Woollen District 
Independents (GB) 

The Local Heavy Woollen 
Independents 

Description Heavy Woollen District 
Independents (GB) 

Mansfield Independents – 
putting local residents first 

Description Mansfield Independents 
(GB) 

Mansfield Independents 
Putting Local People First 

Description Mansfield Independents 
(GB) 

Think Local – Think 
Mansfield Independents 

Description Mansfield Independents 
(GB) 

Newcastle Independents - 
Local Community Candidate 

Description Newcastle Independents 
(GB) 

Nottingham Independents 
Against Local Tax Rises 

Description Nottingham Independents 
(GB) 

Nottingham Independents 
Putting Local People First 

Description Nottingham Independents 
(GB) 
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Think Local Vote Local 
Portishead Independents 

Description Portishead Independents 
(GB) 

Rainham's Independent 
Local Residents Group 

Description Rainham Resident's 
Association (GB) 

South Hornchurch 
Independent Local 
Residents Group 

Description Rainham Resident's 
Association (GB) 

Sandown Independents: 
Working With Local People 

Description Sandown Independents 
(GB) 

Swale Independents - Local 
issues, local solutions 

Description Swale Independents (GB) 

Swale Independents - 
Putting local people first 

Description Swale Independents (GB) 

Poole People - independent 
and local 

Description The Party for Poole People 
Ltd. (GB) 

vote Roehampton: local, 
hardworking, independent 

Description Vote Roehampton (GB) 

Vote Roehampton: local, 
independent, hardworking, 
honest 

Description Vote Roehampton (GB) 

Think local vote local - Wells 
Independents 

Description Wells Independents (GB) 

Independent, Local, Voice Swale Independents a local 
voice 

Description Swale Independents (GB) 

Independent, Voice 
 
 
 
 

Lincolnshire Independents - 
Giving Boston a Voice 

Description Lincolnshire Independents 
Lincolnshire First (GB) 

Mansfield Independents – 
Mansfield Woodhouse 
Voice 

Description Mansfield Independents 
(GB) 

Mansfield Independents – 
Warsop Voice 

Description Mansfield Independents 
(GB) 
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Portishead Independents 
your voice your choice 

Description Portishead Independents 
(GB) 

Voice of Standish is 
Standish independents 

Description Standish Independents (GB) 

Llais, Voice 
 
 

Llais Gwynedd - The Voice 
of Gwynedd 

Name Llais Gwynedd - The Voice 
of Gwynedd (GB) 

Plaid Cymru - Voice of the 
North / Plaid Cymru - Llais y 
Gogledd 

Description Plaid Cymru - The Party of 
Wales (GB) 

Plaid Cymru: Llais Sir Gâr / 
Plaid Cymru: 
Carmarthenshire's Voice 

Description Plaid Cymru - The Party of 
Wales (GB) 

Lleol, Local Your local Communist 
candidate / Eich ymgeisydd 
Comiwnyddol lleol 

Description Communist Party of Britain 
(GB) 

Local Alliance For Local Living 
(ALL) 

Name Alliance For Local Living 
(ALL) (GB) 

British National Party Local 
People First 

Description British National Party (GB) 

Local Conservatives Description Conservative and Unionist 
Party (GB) 

Local Alliance Name Local Alliance (GB) 
Plaid Cymru - Your Local 
Party / Plaid Cymru - Eich 
Plaid Leol Chi 

Description Plaid Cymru - The Party of 
Wales (GB) 

Localist (Populist Party) Description Populist Party (GB) 
Socialist Alternative - Save 
Local Health Services 

Description Socialist Alternative (GB) 

Solihull Ratepayers 
Association Protecting Local 
Services 

Description Solihull and Meriden 
Residents Association (GB) 
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Local residents working for 
Stone 

Description Stone Independents (GB) 

Local Citizen Movement 
Party UK 

Description The Citizens Movement 
Party UK (GB) 

Your Local Liberal Party Description  The Liberal Party (GB) 
Liberal Party - Keep It Local Description The Liberal Party (GB) 
Liberal Party – Keep Local 
Liberal Team 

Description The Liberal Party (GB) 

Liberal Party Candidate And 
Local Resident 

Description The Liberal Party (GB) 

The Local Party Name The Local Party (GB) 
Representing Local People 
in Local Government / 
Cynrychiolo Pobl leol mewn 
Llywodraeth Leol 

Description The Local Party (GB) 

Vectis Party – Local control, 
local decisions 

Description Vectis Party (GB) 

Vote Roehampton: Your 
local candidates 

Description Vote Roehampton (GB) 

With local democracy at its 
heart 

Description West Dunbartonshire 
Community Party (GB) 

Working for our local 
community 

Description West Dunbartonshire 
Community Party (GB) 

Your local Yorkshire Party 
candidate 

Description Yorkshire Party (GB) 

Local, Voice 
 

National Liberal Party (Local 
Voice Team) 

Description National Liberal Party - True 
Liberalism (GB) 

Liberal Party - Our Local 
Voice 

Description The Liberal Party (GB) 

Voice 
 

London's Voice in Europe's 
Leading Party 

Description Alliance EPP (European 
People’s Party) UK (GB) 
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National Liberal Party (Elm 
Park Voice) 

Description National Liberal Party - True 
Liberalism (GB) 

National Liberal Party 
(Harold Voice Team) 

Description National Liberal Party - True 
Liberalism (GB) 

Scottish Family Party - a 
New Voice 

Description Scottish Family Party (GB) 

UK Voice Name UK Voice (GB) 
UK VOICE safer and 
stronger UK 

Description UK Voice (GB) 

Voxpop The Voice of The 
People 

Description Vox Pop (GB) 

Yourvoice Name Yourvoice (GB) 
...no policies just your voice! Description Yourvoice (GB) 
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Public comments  
None received 

 

Go to contents 




