From: FOI

Sent: 16 July 2021 10:22
To:

Subject: FOI 093-21 - Response

Our Ref: FOI-093-21
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 27 May 2021.

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and regrets that is has not
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.

Your request is shown below followed by our response.

I would like to request the following information under the FOI Act regarding the campaign group
Scotland Matters.

http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/English/Reqistrations/TP12795

I would like to see all correspondence between the Electoral Commission and representatives of
Scotland Matters regarding:

The registration of Scotland Matters as a third party campaigner.
Any and all correspondence regarding Scotland Matters "working together" with, in conjunction
with or in partnership with any other groups, organisations or individuals and the necessary

declaration of sharing of resources/funds/ strategy etc

Any correspondence about the allocation/ disclosure of campaign funds/donations/spending by
Scotland Matters or official affiliates of Scotland Matters.

If it saves time and resources to simply send all correspondence between the EC and Scotland
Matters to myself rather than focusing on just the above criteria then this | also acceptable!

Our response is as follows:
We hold the information you have requested.

To access the documents we are releasing, you will need to use a secure document-sharing site,
Objective Connect.

You will receive an ‘Invitation to Objective Connect Email Notification’ (sent to the inbox of

). This notification will contain a link to enable you to start accessing your
information. Please find below details on how to access the specific area we have set up for your
documents.

1. Click on the link in the email.



2. You will be prompted to set up your username and password. Your username will be your
email address, and your password can be whatever you like.

3. With your username and password, enter both details at the login screen and click ‘login’.

4. You will now see your personal page, which will show the Share ‘FOI — 093-21".

5. By clicking on the name of the share, you will find your documents.

6. You may view any of these documents

7. In addition you may download a copy to your personal computer by selecting the

‘download’ option and then ‘save’.

This service will be closed one month from our response date, this is the 16 August 2021, at
spm.

Exemption: Personal information: Section 40(2) Freedom of Information Act 2000

You will notice that certain personal details have been redacted from the documents we are
releasing. Section 40(2) provides exemption where the information requested constitutes personal
data as defined by the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and where release of the information
requests would breach one of the data protection principles. Some of the information contained in
the requested information falls within the description of personal data as defined by the DPA
because the information relates directly to an identifiable living individual. This includes names
and contact details of individuals in some instances. The individuals in some cases are junior staff
members and they would not reasonably expect their information to be released.

The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority and | trust that this information
satisfies your request.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at:
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-information/make-a-freedom-information-

request.

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you
are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this
procedure can be found on the ICO website: hitps://ico.org.uk/.

Yours sincerely

Information Officer
FOl@electoralcommission.org.uk

The Electoral Commission
electoralcommission.org.uk

























































































































































