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Sent via email:   
 
27 July 2021 

 

Dear , 

Internal review of FOI request FOI 097-21 

Thank you for your email to FOI@electoralcommssion.org.uk of 7 July 2021 seeking an 
internal review of your request for information, reference number FOI 097-21 

In seeking an internal review you made the following comments: 

As you can see by the Electoral Commission's website, the SNP's full statements of 
accounts from 2002 to 2008 are not publicly available due to the lack of a link to a pdf file. 
Instead, all that is available is the overall income and expenditure figure and assets and 
liabilities summarised by the commission. Example: 
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/English/Accounts/ST0001406 

The reason for my FOI was to get hold of the full statement of accounts for these years 
due to their failure to be made publicly available by the Electoral Commission. 

I ask you to review your response and provide me with the pdfs of the statements of 
accounts for the years requested which you hold as soon as possible. 

Outcome of your internal review: 

I have reviewed your request and am able to provide the records that you have requested.   

Electoral Commission policy in regards to statements of accounts is that offline records 
are kept for six years, this aligns with the requirement for political parties to maintain their 
accounts for that timeframe, as outlined in the Political Parties Elections and Referendums 
Act 2000. Our online records remain available beyond this timeframe. 

However there are a significant number of records that have been removed from the 
website, due to having been incorrectly redacted as a result of a software issue. Although 
these records are available internally and on request, the individual who answered your 
request was not aware of this. When responding to your request we were unaware that 
the specific pdf records you requested were part of this group of records, rather than on 
the online system. 

 



 

We do endeavour to ensure that we provide all the information we have upon request and 
I apologise that this did not occur on this occasion. I have gained assurances that the 
relevant team members are now aware that much of this information is available 
electronically internally, and that they will be able to respond to any future requests of this 
type. 

I have completed this review because I am a member of the Electoral Commission’s 
management team and I was not previously involved in the original response to your 
request.  

To access the documents we are releasing, you will need to use our secure document-
sharing site, Objective Connect. 
 
You will receive an ‘Invitation to Objective Connect Email Notification’ (sent to the inbox of 

). This notification will contain a link to enable you to start 
accessing your information. Please find below details on how to access the specific area 
we have set up for your documents. 
 

1. Click on the link in the email.  
2. You will be prompted to set up your username and password. Your username will 

be your email address, and your password can be whatever you like.  
3. With your username and password, enter both details at the login screen and click 

‘login’.  
4. You will now see your personal page, which will show the Share ‘Internal Review – 

FOI-097-21’.  
5. By clicking on the name of the share, you will find your documents.  
6. You may view any of these documents 
7. In addition you may download a copy to your personal computer by selecting the 

‘download’ option and then ‘save’.  
 
This service will be closed one month from our response date, this is the 27 August 2021. 

If you remain dissatisfied with our response, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner at: The ICO, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
For further details about the appeal procedure please visit www.ico.org.uk.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Melanie Davidson 
Head of Support and Improvement 
The Electoral Commission 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































