
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

From: FOI 
Sent: 
To: 

17 February 2022 08:17 

Subject: FOI 010-22 - Response 

Dear , 

Our Ref: FOI-010-22 

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 4 February 2022, 

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the 
statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 

Your request is shown below followed by our response. 

Why am I seeing in the press this morning reports of things that people wrote on their voting 
papers. I thought votes were supposed to be private. Please can this be investigated and a report 
provided to me.  

On 8 February, you provided the following additional information, in response to our request: 

The election to which I am referring is the 4th Feb 2022 Southend by Election. 

The BBC reported in this article  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-essex-60254176 

that 
The PA Media news agency said it had seen a number of the spoilt ballot papers containing 
messages directed against Prime Minister Boris Johnson. 
One featured the comment "Boris do a Brexit - get out", while another member of the electorate 
scrawled "Get Boris out". 
As I stated in my original contact with you I was under the impression that ballot papers where 
supposed to be private. As Handwriting can be linked to an individual I believe that this means 
that there have been issues which need to be addressed. 

Please confirm how you plan to address these issues. 

Our response is as follows: 

We do not hold the information you have requested. 

The requirements for the secrecy of vote counting are set out in Section 66 of the Representation 
of the People Act 1993 (RPA) and the wording is not definitive on whether these secrecy 
requirements extend to ballot papers that have been spoilt. We believe it is a safer course of 
action for Returning Officers not to allow any close up photographs of ballot papers to avoid the 
risk. However, if the secrecy requirements have been breached by an individual it would be a 
matter for the police to investigate, rather than the Commission. 
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The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority. If you are not satisfied with this 
response, please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which can be 
found on the Commission website at: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-
information/make-a-freedom-information-request. 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you 
are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: www.ico.org.uk. 

Yours sincerely 

Information Officer 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk 

The Electoral Commission 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
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