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Our Ref: FOI-069-22

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 29 August 2022 and
received on 30 August 2022.

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and regrets
that it has not done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days on
this occasion.

Your request is shown below followed by our response.

Please can you disclose, preferably by PDF, any information recording, relating to
or recorded from discussions that the Commission had with Ofcom and/or
broadcasters relating to the best way to achieve ensuring that broadcast coverage
of the Scottish independence referendum was impartial.

Our response is as follows:

The impartiality of broadcast coverage does not fall within the remit of the
Electoral Commission. This is an area regulated by Ofcom. As such, we have
been able to locate only one relevant document. You may wish to approach
Ofcom with your request.

We have located an email exchange between Commission staff and the BBC
which includes reference to coverage of the Scottish independence referendum.
Please see the attached.

You will notice that some of the information has been redacted. This is in
accordance with Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act which provides
for an exemption where the information requested constitutes personal data, as
defined by the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and where release of the
information requested would breach one of the data protection principles. Some of
the information contained in the document falls within the description of personal
data as defined by the DPA because the information relates directly to an
identifiable living individual. This includes names and contact details of individuals
in some instances. The individuals in some cases are junior staff members and
they would not reasonably expect their information to be released.

We also wanted to direct you some publicly available resources which may be of
interest.

Minutes of the Broadcasters Liaison Group — December 2013:

e The Broadcasters' Liaison Group (BLG) comprises the broadcasters who
make airtime available to registered political parties to help them set out their



policies to the electorate and to designated organisations in referendum
campaigns. The BLG meets from time to time to co-ordinate the way each
broadcaster determines the amount of airtime to be made available. The
Electoral Commission and Ofcom attend these meetings. In the meeting
which took place on 9 December 2013, the Scottish Independence
Referendum and the impartiality of political broadcasts was discussed (see

page 3).

e The minutes are linked above, from the Broadcaster’s Liaison Group website.
The minutes refer to an intention for the group to write to the Commission.
We have been unable to locate this correspondence and due to changes in
personnel since 2013, we cannot confirm that the correspondence was
received.

Electoral Commission report on the Scottish Independence Referendum (PDF)

e  The Commission’s report on the referendum, published in March 2015,
references the issue of broadcaster impartiality, specifically considerations if
it had not been possible to designate lead campaigners for each side of the
debate. See page 97.

The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority and | trust that this
information satisfies your request. In some circumstances we cannot locate
requested information, and we ask for your understanding in this regard.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission
operates a review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission
website at.

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO

website: https://ico.org.uk/

Yours sincerely

Information Officer
EOl@electoralcommission.org.uk

The Electoral Commission
electoralcommission.org.uk
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