
  

  
           

  
 

 
 

    
 

 
    

   
 

   
 
          

      
  

 
           

       
            

      
 

      
        

     
           

    
      

          
       

 
         

       
       

      
       

       
         

       
     

         
     

  
    

 
   

          

  

 

    
 

    
   

   

         
      

  

           
       

            
     

      
        

     
           

   
      

          
      

       
       

     
      

       
       

        
       

   
       

     
 

From: FOI 
Sent: 02 May 2023 13:08 
To: 
Subject: FOI 030-23 - Response 
Attachments: FOI 030-23 - Alliance - Alliance Party of Northern Ireland - Constitution (Redacted).pdf 

Dear , 

Our Ref: FOI-030-23 

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 01 April 2023 and received by the 
Commission 03 April 2023. 

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the 
statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 

Your request is shown below followed by our response. 

I note that all political parties MUST register a Constitution. I cannot find the Constitution of the 
Alliance Party (NI) on their website .How can i find their Constitution please .Is it searchable online ? 
Is the Register accessible by the Public online? 

1. Please escalate my original request to your Manager/HOD . I do not agree that a member of 
the public is not entitled to the Constitution of a Political Party which has registerd with the 
Electoral Commission . I do not accept that only legal means by which a member of the Public 
ca obtain the Constition of a registered poltical Pary is via an FOI . 

2. One of the primary functions of the Commission is to regulate the relationship of a Political 
Party and the Public to ensure the process of elections and the conduct of a Party is fair and 
lawful. The Constitution of a Party is a foundational document which regulates a Political Party 
and its relationship with the public. . It is the document by which the functioning of the Party 
can be objectively and independently judged . As a Voter I am entitled to know the 
Constituion of all political Parties with candidates standing for election .If I cannot read their 
respective constitutions then I cannot make a fully informed decision as to the Party or 
Candidtate for whom I may wish to cast my vote . 

3. Your letter conveys a concerning lack of understanding of the legal functions legally required 
to be performed by the Commission .It is wholly wrong for you to suggest the only Constitution 
which the Commission holds for the Alliance Party is 2010 AND that its probably been 
changed since then.In my Opinion , the Alliance Party is required as matter of Law to file its 
Constitution with the Commission AND to promptly file any amendments thereto with the 
Commission .A failure to do so is prima facie a breach of the legal requirements .You suggest 
the Commission knows that the Constituition of 2010 is no longer the Constitution BUT the 
Commission have taken no steps to enforce the requirement to obtain the current Constitution 
.This conveys an unprofessional and lackadaisical approach . Such an approach seriously 
undermines if not stultifies the legal requirement to file an operative Constitution with the 
Commission .On your analysis of the current status quo for all the Commision knows the 
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Alliance Party could have filed a Constitution in 2010 and the next day adopted a wholly 
different constituion containing provisions which might render their registration unlawful .I am 
very concerned that on the basis of your missive the Commission does not appear to be 
performing its legal functions . 

4. Your tone was was inappropriate and casual .If i require" betting" advice I will obtain it from a 
reliable source not you . Please ensure any future correspondence adopts a tone and lingustic 
style which is appropriate to the seriousness of role performed (or which should be performed 
) by the Commission . 

Our response is as follows: 

We hold the information you have requested. 

We have understood your request as relating to the registered political party Alliance - Alliance Party 
of Northern Ireland. Please find attached the constitution of this party, submitted to us on 26 April 
2011. 

With regards to the four points noted above, these fall outside the scope of the Freedom of 
Information Act and will be responded to by the Commission’s Regulatory Support team, under 
separate cover. You will receive their correspondence later today. 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review 
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-information/make-a-freedom-information-request. 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you are 
still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/. 

Yours sincerely 

Information Officer 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk 

The Electoral Commission 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
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