From: FOI

Sent: 15 June 2023 08:07

To: I

Subject: FOI 063-23 - Response

Attachments: 2023-03-27-The Reclaim Party-RP4_Redacted.pdf; 2020-10-14 - Brexit Express (BE) -

RP4_Redacted.pdf; 2020-10-19 -The Reclaim Party - Financial Scheme_Redacted.pdf

Dear I

Our Ref: FOI-063-23
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 17 May 2023.

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the
statutory timeframe of twenty working days.

Your request is shown below followed by our response.

Following response to FOI-019-23. | would like to request further information regarding the Reclaim
Party's uncertified accounts from 2021. My understanding is an investigation was opened 18 January
2023 as to wether a "reasonable excuse" applied as to why the statement of accounts submitted to
you on 17th April 2022 were not certified by an auditor and presuamably why 13 months later the
issue has still not been rectified.

My understanding is that inorder to remain a registered political party The Reclaim Party must have
provided a copy of their Financial Scheme. | would be grateful if you could provide the following
information about their registered financial scheme:

1. Does it confirm that the registered Treasurer, David Bailey, is responsible for the whole partys
compliance with requirements of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendum Act 20007?

2. Does it commit to the submission of annual accounts and confirm that the party is aware of the
requirement to submit an auditors certificate in any year income or expenditure exceeds £250,000?

3. Does it confirm arrangements are put in place to ensure annual SOA is prepared, approved and
audited where necessary?

4. Does it confirm that the party understands the record keeping and retention requirements?

5. Does it confirm the party understands that the commission may impose penalties if the party fail to
comply with their legal obligations and that failiure to comply with some legal requirements are a
criminal offence?

6. Does it confirm the party will have processes in place to ensure compliance with its legal
obligations and ultimately it is the treasurer who will ensure the leader, officers and members of the
party have sufficient knowledge of the financial obligations under the act and to ensure the party as a
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whole complies with those obligations?

Also could you provide copies of all RP8 annual confirmation of registered details forms submitted by
the party. And also any change of registered officers forms (RP4/RP5)

Our response is as follows:
We hold some of the information you have requested.

In relation to your six questions, we are disclosing to you the registered financial scheme of The
Reclaim Party, which will enable you to satisfy yourself as to the answers to your questions. The
financial scheme sets out the arrangements for regulating the financial affairs of the party for the
purposes of the Political Parties Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA).

The reqistered treasurer of the party is David Bailey, who has held this post since the party’s
registration on 13 March 2019.

Also could you provide copies of all RP8 annual confirmation of registered details forms
submitted by the party. And also any change of registered officers forms (RP4/RP5)

Please find attached RP4 forms. These forms refer to a notification to register a replacement party
officer. Please note that The Reclaim Party originally registered under the name ‘Brexit Express
(BE), before changing their registered name to ‘The Reclaim Party’ on 05 February 2021. As such,
the RP4 form dated 14 October 2020 refers to the party by their previously registered name.

We do not hold RP5 forms for this party, as this is a form that refers to a notification of appointment
or termination of appointment of a deputy treasurer or deputy campaigns officer. The party has never
submitted a notification of this basis.

In order for a party to remain registered, every year the treasurer must confirm that the party’s
registered details are correct, and pay a £25 fee. This is called an annual confirmation of registered
details.

We do not hold RP8 forms for this party, which is the form used for a party’s annual confirmation of
registered details. We do not hold RP8 forms for this party because it has submitted each annual
confirmation of registered details electronically through our online system, PEF Online. We can
confirm that confirmations of registered details have been submitted by the party on the following
dates: 28 February 2020, 25 August 2021, 05 August 2022.

Exemptions under section 40(2)

You will notice that certain personal details have been redacted from the documents we are releasing. Section
40(2) provides exemption where the information requested constitutes personal data as defined by the Data
Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and where release of the information requested would breach one of the data
protection principles. Some of the information contained in the requested information falls within the
description of personal data as defined by the DPA because the information relates directly to an identifiable
living individual.



We have redacted the names of individuals who are no longer registered officers of a party. We have not
redacted the names of current officers, as this information lawfully appears on our website and is therefore in
the public domain.

The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority and | trust that this information satisfies your
request.

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review procedure,
details of which can be found on the Commission website at: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-
information/make-a-freedom-information-request.

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you are
still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this
procedure can be found on the ICO website: htips://ico.org.uk/.

Yours sincerely

Information Officer
FOl@electoralcommission.org.uk

The Electoral Commission
electoralcommission.org.uk



https://ico.org.uk
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom
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