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Elections Act: publication of absent voting guidance 
 
As set out in Bulletin 362, we are in the process of updating our 
core guidance to support you with the delivery of the next phase of 
changes arising out of the Elections Act 2022. 
 
We have now published updated core guidance for EROs to support 
the changes to the absent voting process, which we expect to come 
into force on 31 October 2023. 
 
It has been developed in close consultation with colleagues from 
across the electoral community, including the Association of 
Electoral Administrators (AEA), Scottish Assessors Association 
(SAA), Society of Local Authority Chief Executives (Solace), the 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) 
and the Elections, Registration and Referendums Working Group 
(ERRWG). 
 
Until the new provisions come into force, the current rules continue 
to apply so we have published the updated guidance alongside the 
existing absent voting guidance. The titles of the updated guidance 
pages indicate clearly that they apply post-commencement of the 
new legislation, to help you distinguish between the two different 
sets of guidance.    
 
Once the new legislation comes into force, the existing guidance will 
be removed from the website. 
 
If you have any questions about any of this, please contact your 
local Commission team who will be happy to help. 

 
2023 canvass: ERO survey reminder 
 
As in previous years, we are once again requesting information from 
all EROs, which will help us to build up a picture of how the canvass 
is progressing and how you are preparing for the implementation of 
the next phase of Elections Act provisions.  
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All EROs should have received an email directly last week with the 
relevant links and pdf versions of the questions. Please complete 
the survey by no later than Friday 8 September. 
 
The information gathered from the survey will inform not only how 
we work with you but also our reporting on electoral registration. It 
will also be used to support the identification and sharing of 
examples of good practice and to inform our guidance for EROs.  
 
If you have any questions relating to the survey, please contact your 
local Commission team. 
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