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Elections Act: online absent vote applications and postal and 
proxy voting changes 
 
The Representation of the People (Postal and Proxy Voting etc.) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2023 will come into force on 31 October 
2023. This statutory instrument brings into effect changes to postal 
and proxy voting rules, and introduces the ability to apply online for 
some types of absent votes.  
 

Forms 

We have now published updated voter-facing postal and proxy 
application forms to reflect the new regulations and absent vote 
requirements.  
 
The updated application forms can be accessed at Apply to vote by 
proxy | Electoral Commission and Apply to vote by post | Electoral 
Commission from 31 October. The current set of forms will be 
removed from the website by the same date. 
 
Please note that any absent vote applications in the old format that 
are returned to you after 30 October 2023 will not meet the 
requirements of the new legislation. These applications will either 
require further information to enable verification of the elector’s 
identity to take place, or the applicant would need to be directed to 
make a new application online or on a new form.  
 

Guidance 

Our updated absent voting guidance for EROs was published in 
early September.  
 
Our guidance on key considerations for the implementation of 
Tranche 2 of the Elections Act 2022 also remains available to 
support ROs and EROs in embedding the new processes into their 
elections and registration functions.  
 
The previous version of the absent voting guidance for EROs 
covering the management of absent vote applications pre-
commencement of the new rules will remain available on our 
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website until 30 November. This is to support the processing of any 
applications that may have been received up to 31 October.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your local 
Commission team. 

 
UK Parliamentary boundary changes 
 
As set out in DLUHC’s Electoral Integrity Programme business 
change bulletin of 24 October, DLUHC is in the process of making 
the legislation which will enact the new UK Parliamentary 
constituency boundaries. The date the legislation is made is 
dependent on the sitting dates of the Privy Council. Currently, it is 
expected that the Order will be made in November and will come 
into force 2 weeks following this. This is likely to be towards the end 
of November.  
 
Once the Order has been made, the new boundaries will then take 
effect at the next UK Parliamentary general election. 
 
We have updated our guidance to reflect this update on the 
expected timing of the legislation. 

 
Recall petitions: Report on the 2023 recall petition in 
Rutherglen & Hamilton West 
 
We have published our statutory report on the petition to recall the 
MP for the UK Parliamentary constituency of Rutherglen and 
Hamilton West. 
 
This was the first recall petition to take place in Scotland and also 
the first where there was a requirement for people to show photo ID 
when signing the petition in person. 
 
We found the petition to be well run, and the Petition Officer 
delivered their duties as set out in the Recall of MPs Act 2015. 
There were no significant problems which affected people eligible to 
sign or wishing to campaign. 
 
However, in line with our reports into the 2019 recall petitions in 
Peterborough and Brecon and Radnorshire, and the 2018 recall 
petition in North Antrim, we have again identified challenges arising 
from the application of election rules to a recall petition process. 
These include the difficulties in securing accessible signing venues 
for a six-week recall period and the lack of clarity in legislation over 
the deadline for receipt of postal votes and the secrecy 
requirements during the recall process. 
 
We continue to recommend that the UK Government review the 
policy and legislation to improve the process for any future recall 
petitions. 
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